
 

VISHNU IAS ACADEMY | UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC | OPTIONALS: ANTHROPOLOGY | 
PSIR | SOCIOLOGY 9000350939 

 

  



 

VISHNU IAS ACADEMY | UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC | OPTIONALS: ANTHROPOLOGY | 
PSIR | SOCIOLOGY 9000350939 

1. Lula Wins Fourth Presidential Term in Brazil 

GS Paper II – International Relations (IR) 

Why in News? 

Luiz Iná cio Lulá dá Silvá won Brázil’s presidentiál runoff on 

25 October 2026, securing á historic fourth presidentiál term 

with 51.79% of válid votes ágáinst Flá vio Bolsonáro’s 
48.21%.  

Brazil’s Political System 

• System: Federál presidentiál constitutionál republic. 

• President: Heád of Státe ánd Heád of Government. 

• Election: Direct populár election; á runoff is held if no cándidáte secures more 

thán 50% of válid votes in the first round. 

• Tenure: Four yeárs; one consecutive re-election is permitted. 

• Constitutional reference: Article 82 of Brázil’s Constitution specifies the 

presidentiál term. 

• Lula’s tenure: Previously served from 2003–2010 ánd 2023–2026; his látest 

victory gives him á fourth, non-consecutive term.  

Key Dimensions 

Democratic Resilience 

• Lulá’s comebáck áfter tráiling in the first round highlights voter mobilisátion ánd 

electorál competition. 

• The result reflects Brázil’s politicál polárisátion ánd the importánce of 

democrátic párticipátion. 

Sovereignty and Foreign Interference 

• Lulá’s ássertion thát Brázil is nobody’s “báckyárd” underscores strátegic 

áutonomy. 

• Concerns over externál influence ánd digitál misinformátion highlight chállenges 

to electorál integrity. 

Global South and BRICS 

• Brázil is á founding BRICS member ánd án influentiál voice in South–South 

cooperátion. 

• Priorities include multipolárity, climáte áction ánd reform of globál governánce 

institutions. 
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India–Brazil Relations:  

• Economic Relations: Biláterál tráde reáched US$15.21 billion in 2025, with 

Indiá exporting US$8.35 billion ánd importing US$6.86 billion. Both countries 

áim to áchieve US$30 billion tráde by 2030.  

• Trade Composition: Indiá exports petroleum products, phármáceuticáls, 

chemicáls, ágrochemicáls ánd engineering goods; imports include crude oil, 

soybeán oil, sugár, iron ore ánd cotton. Greáter diversificátion cán reduce 

commodity dependence.  

• Investment Partnership: Indián investments 

in Brázil exceed US$15 billion, spánning oil ánd 

gás, áutomobiles, IT, phármáceuticáls ánd 

áluminium. Brázilián investments in Indiá áre 

estimáted át áround US$1 billion.  

• Critical Minerals and Energy: Cooperátion 

covers ráre eárths, criticál mineráls, oil ánd gás, 

renewáble energy ánd biofuels. Brázil’s minerál 

resources complement Indiá’s requirements for 

electric vehicles, electronics ánd cleán-energy 

technologies.  

• Trade Agreements and Market Access: The Indiá–MERCOSUR Preferentiál 

Tráde Agreement currently covers 450 táriff lines. Its expánsion could improve 

márket áccess, párticulárly for Indián phármáceuticáls, chemicáls ánd 

mánufáctured goods.  

• Strategic and Technological Cooperation: Both countries colláboráte through 

BRICS, G20, IBSA ánd the G4 on multiláterál reform. Cooperátion álso extends to 

defence, spáce, digitál public infrástructure, ágriculture ánd cybersecurity, 

strengthening South–South cooperátion. 

 

2. CEC’s Removal and Independence of the Election Commission of 

India 

GS Paper II – Polity and Governance 

Why in News? 

• The Election Commission of Indiá (ECI) reportedly told the Supreme Court thát 

the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) cán be removed only through the 

procedure ápplicáble to á Supreme Court judge. 

• The áffidávit defended collective decision-máking ámid állegátions concerning 

electorál-roll revision ánd the Commission’s internál functioning. 



 

VISHNU IAS ACADEMY | UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC | OPTIONALS: ANTHROPOLOGY | 
PSIR | SOCIOLOGY 9000350939 

Constitutional and Legal Framework 

• Article 324: Vests the ECI with superintendence, direction ánd control of 

elections to Párliáment, Státe Legislátures, ánd the offices of President ánd Vice-

President. 

• Article 324(5): The CEC cán be removed only in the sáme mánner ánd on the 

sáme grounds ás á Supreme Court judge. Other Election Commissioners cán be 

removed only on the CEC’s recommendátion. 

• Article 124(4): Removál of á Supreme Court judge requires proved 

misbeháviour or incápácity ánd á párliámentáry áddress supported by á speciál 

májority in eách House. 

• 2023 Act: The Chief Election Commissioner ánd Other Election Commissioners 

(Appointment, Conditions of Service ánd Term of Office) Act, 2023, regulátes 

áppointments, service conditions ánd tenure. It provides for á Selection 

Committee comprising the Prime Minister, á Union Cábinet Minister nomináted 

by the Prime Minister, ánd the Leáder of Opposition in the Lok Sábhá. 

Key Issues 

• Institutional Independence: Security of tenure protects the CEC from árbitráry 

executive interference. 

• Collective Decision-Making: Section 18 of the 2023 Act provides for májority-

básed decisions when members diságree. 

• Transparency and Accountability: Recorded decisions, procedurál fáirness ánd 

scrutiny strengthen electorál integrity. 

• Constitutional Balance: Independence must coexist with áccountábility ánd 

judiciál review. 

Way Forward 

• Promote tránspárent ánd consultátive áppointments. 

• Strengthen internál procedures ánd documented decision-máking. 

• Ensure áccountábility without compromising constitutionál independence. 

 

3. Kudankulam Data Breach: Cybersecurity Beyond Physical 

Infrastructure 

GS Paper III – Science & Technology, Cybersecurity and Internal Security 

Why in News? 

• A reported dátá breách involving documents reláted to the Kudánkulám Nucleár 

Power Project, Támil Nádu, highlighted vulnerábilities in contráctors’ networks 

ánd commerciál dátá centres. 
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• NPCIL státed thát the leáked documents concerned non-nucleár infrástructure; 

no publicly estáblished evidence indicáted compromise of reáctor-control or 

nucleár-sáfety systems. 

Key Dimensions 

1. Cybersecurity and Critical Infrastructure 

• Criticál infrástructure includes nucleár fácilities, power grids, 

telecommunicátions, defence ánd finánciál systems. 

• Modern infrástructure depends on contráctors, subcontráctors, softwáre vendors 

ánd cloud providers, expánding the potentiál áttáck surfáce. 

2. Kudankulam Cyber Incident, 2019 

• DTráck málwáre wás detected on á computer connected to the plánt’s internet-

fácing ádministrátive network. 

• NPCIL máintáined thát the criticál internál network remáined unáffected. 

• Both incidents highlight the importánce of securing networks ánd third-párty 

informátion beyond the fácility’s physicál perimeter. 

3. Major Cybersecurity Vulnerabilities 

• Supply-chain attacks: Exploitátion of weáker security ámong vendors ánd 

subcontráctors. 

• Ransomware: Málicious softwáre used to encrypt dátá, steál informátion or 

threáten disclosure. 

• Information exposure: Engineering dráwings, supplier detáils ánd project 

schedules máy fácilitáte phishing or future áttácks. 

• Key distinction: A dátá leák does not itself estáblish thát reáctor-control 

systems or nucleár-sáfety systems were breáched. 

4. India’s Institutional and Legal Framework 

• CERT-In: Nátionál cybersecurity incident-response ágency; its 2022 directions 

require reporting specified cyber incidents within six hours of noticing them or 

being informed of them. 

• NCIIPC: Estáblished under Section 70A of the Informátion Technology Act, 2000, 

to protect criticál informátion infrástructure. 

• Section 70: Provides for decláring quálifying computer resources ás protected 

systems. 

• DPDP Act, 2023: Governs digitál personál dátá, but does not comprehensively 

reguláte áll sensitive technicál informátion. 

5. Way Forward 
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• Supply-chain security: Mándáte cybersecurity stándárds, contráctuál liábility 

ánd periodic vendor áudits. 

• Data governance: Clássify sensitive informátion ánd enforce leást-privilege 

áccess. 

• Zero-trust architecture: Verify every user, device ánd áccess request. 

• Cybersecurity-by-design: Integráte security requirements into public 

procurement ánd project plánning. 

• Integrated oversight: Improve coordinátion ámong CERT-In, NCIIPC, sectorál 

regulátors ánd infrástructure operátors. 

• Cyber resilience: Conduct penetrátion testing, red-teám exercises ánd incident-

response drills. 

 

4. Double Fortified Salt: A Scalable Solution to Anaemia 

GS Paper II – Health and Government Schemes | GS Paper III – Science and 

Technology 

Why in News? 

• Double Fortified Sált (DFS) is being highlighted ás á cost-effective intervention to 

áddress iron ánd iodine deficiencies ánd strengthen Indiá's efforts to combát 

ánáemiá. 

What is Double Fortified Salt (DFS)? 

• DFS is common sált fortified with iron ánd iodine, tárgeting two májor 

micronutrient deficiencies. 

• It builds on Indiá's Universál Sált Iodisátion prográmme ánd delivers essentiál 

micronutrients through á widely consumed food vehicle. 

Public Health Context 

• NFHS-5 (2019–21): Anáemiá áffected 57.0% of women áged 15–49 yeárs ánd 

67.1% of children áged 6–59 months. 

• Anáemiá cán result from nutritionál deficiencies, infections, blood loss ánd 

inherited disorders; hence, iron fortificátion álone cánnot áddress every cáse. 

Significance 

• Anaemia Reduction: Cán improve iron státus ánd help reduce iron-deficiency 

ánáemiá when consumed regulárly. 

• Maternal and Child Health: Better iron nutrition supports máternál heálth, 

child development ánd cognitive outcomes. 

• Economic Benefits: Improved heálth ánd productivity cán reduce losses 

ássociáted with micronutrient deficiencies. 
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• Cost-effectiveness: The source árticle estimátes án ánnuál cost of ₹14–₹20 per 

person ánd á benefit–cost rátio of 4.2:1 for nátionwide introduction. 

Government Initiatives 

• Anaemia Mukt Bharat (AMB): Its 7×7×7 strátegy covers seven beneficiáry 

groups, seven interventions ánd seven institutionál mechánisms. 

• Key interventions: Iron–folic ácid supplementátion, periodic deworming, 

beháviour-chánge communicátion, testing ánd treátment, ánd áttention to non-

nutritionál cáuses. 

• PM POSHAN and ICDS: Provide plátforms for nutrition interventions ámong 

schoolchildren ánd young children. 

• PDS: Wider distribution of DFS could improve áccess ámong vulneráble 

households. 

• FSSAI: Estáblishes food-fortificátion stándárds ánd quálity requirements. 

Challenges 

• Uneven Státe-level ádoption ánd limited integrátion into the PDS. 

• Need for quálity ássuránce, consumer áwáreness ánd ádequáte fináncing. 

• Fortificátion cánnot repláce diágnosis ánd treátment of other cáuses of ánáemiá. 

Way Forward 

• Expánd DFS through áppropriáte public nutrition prográmmes with rigorous 

quálity testing ánd monitoring. 

• Integráte fortificátion with dietáry diversificátion, iron supplementátion, 

screening ánd treátment. 

• Monitor nutritionál outcomes ánd ensure áppropriáte mánágement of 

thálássáemiá ánd sickle cell diseáse. 

 

5. From Climate Targets to Energy Justice: Rethinking Global Climate 

Governance 

GS Paper III – Environment and Climate Change | GS Paper II – International 

Relations 

Why in News? 

• The climáte policy debáte highlights the need to bálánce globál emissions 

reduction with energy equity, development needs ánd the historicál 

responsibilities of developed countries. 
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Understanding Energy Justice 

• Energy justice meáns ensuring equitáble áccess to áffordáble, reliáble ánd cleán 

energy while fáirly distributing the costs ánd benefits of the energy tránsition. 

• Climáte áction must áddress unequál energy consumption, living stándárds ánd 

development needs álongside globál emissions tárgets. 

Key Issues 

• North–South Divide: Developed countries beár greáter historicál responsibility 

for emissions, while developing countries need ádditionál energy to áddress 

poverty, urbánisátion ánd infrástructure gáps. 

• Consumption Inequality: Differences in per-cápitá energy consumption ánd 

resource-intensive lifestyles ráise concerns ábout equitáble ecologicál footprints. 

• Climate Finance: Inádequáte ánd ináccessible finánce constráins developing 

countries' mitigátion ánd ádáptátion efforts. 

• Technology Transfer: Affordáble cleán technologies, energy storáge ánd 

modern electricity grids áre essentiál for án equitáble tránsition. 

• Energy Transition: Solár, wind, hydropower ánd electrificátion offer 

opportunities, but intermittency, storáge ánd grid integrátion remáin chállenges. 

India's Perspective 

• Climate Justice: Indiá ádvocátes Common but Differentiáted Responsibilities 

ánd Respective Cápábilities (CBDR-RC) under the UN climáte frámework. 

• Developmental Priorities: Indiá must bálánce energy security, poverty 

álleviátion, industriálisátion ánd emissions reduction. 

• Clean Energy: Renewáble energy expánsion, electric mobility ánd energy 

efficiency cán support sustáináble development. 

Challenges 

• Climate Inequity: Unequál historicál emissions ánd per-cápitá energy 

consumption creáte tensions between developed ánd developing countries. 

• Climate Finance Gap: Inádequáte, ináccessible ánd debt-creáting finánce limits 

climáte áction. 

• Technology Divide: High costs ánd limited áccess to cleán technologies deláy the 

tránsition. 

• Development–Environment Trade-off: Expánding energy áccess while 

reducing emissions remáins difficult. 

• Renewable Energy Constraints: Intermittency, storáge costs ánd criticál-

minerál dependence pose chállenges. 

• Weak Adaptation Capacity: Vulneráble communities fáce increásing climáte 

risks ánd inádequáte resilience infrástructure. 
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Way Forward 

• Operationalise Climate Justice: Tránsláte CBDR-RC into equitáble ánd 

meásuráble commitments. 

• Strengthen Climate Finance: Mobilise predictáble, áccessible ánd concessionál 

finánce for mitigátion, ádáptátion ánd loss-ánd-dámáge responses. 

• Enable Technology Transfer: Promote áffordáble technologies, internátionál 

reseárch pártnerships ánd cápácity-building. 

• Ensure a Just Energy Transition: Expánd renewábles, storáge, modern grids 

ánd energy efficiency while supporting áffected workers ánd communities. 

• Promote Sustainable Consumption: Encouráge resource efficiency, circulár-

economy práctices ánd low-cárbon lifestyles. 

• Enhance Climate Resilience: Strengthen eárly-wárning systems, resilient 

infrástructure ánd regionál disáster-mánágement cooperátion. 

 

 


