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1. Kashmir: India’s Gateway to Eurasian Connectivity

GS Papers: GS-II - International Relations | GS-III - Infrastructure & Economy | Essay
Why in News?

e Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh possess strategic geographical significance for
India's engagement with Central Asia and the wider Eurasian region.
Historically, Kashmir functioned as a crossroads of trade, culture and ideas
connecting India with Central Asia and Tibet.

Historical Connectivity

e Ancient caravan routes linked Kashmir-Ladakh-Central Asia-Tibet, facilitating
movement of goods, people, ideas and skills.
Mir Sayyid Ali Hamadani (Shah-i-Hamadan) is traditionally associated with the
transmission of Persian and Central Asian cultural and artisanal influences into
Kashmir.

e Lesson: Connectivity can create wider economic and cultural ecosystems.

Strategic & Economic Potential

e Gateway to Eurasia: J&K and Ladakh can potentially serve as India's northern
gateway to Eurasian markets.

Central Asia strategy: Improved connectivity can complement India's
engagement with the Central Asian Republics in trade, energy, tourism and people-
to-people ties.

Economic multiplier: Trade corridors can stimulate logistics, warehousing,
manufacturing, tourism, agriculture, handicrafts, finance and services.
Demographic dividend: Investment and connectivity can expand employment
opportunities for the region's youth and reduce the aspiration-opportunity gap.

Connectivity Constraints

e India's direct overland access to Central Asia faces Pakistan-related geopolitical
barriers, while the Himalayan terrain poses major infrastructure challenges.
e Multimodal connectivity and alternative routes therefore remain important.

Challenges

e Security-development dilemma: Connectivity must be accompanied by effective
border management and security safeguards.
Diplomatic constraints: Relations with Pakistan and China influence regional
connectivity possibilities.
Environmental vulnerability: Himalayan ecosystems require sustainable
infrastructure planning.
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Way Forward

e Adopt a phased connectivity strategy, beginning with commercially and
strategically feasible corridors.
Combine infrastructure with diplomatic engagement, security safeguards and
confidence-building measures.
Develop J&K and Ladakh as hubs for tourism, logistics, handicrafts and regional
commerce.

2. Election Commission, SIR and Institutional Accountability

GS Paper: GS-II - Polity & Governance | Constitutional Bodies | Judiciary | Electoral
Reforms

Why in News?

e Reports of internal objections among Election Commissioners over certain
decisions relating to electoral-roll revision have raised questions about
transparency and institutional functioning.

The ECI has maintained that SIR and other decisions had the approval of all three
Commissioners, while subsequently announcing measures to strengthen
administrative transparency.

SIR & Electoral Integrity

e Special Intensive Revision (SIR) seeks to improve the accuracy and credibility of
electoral rolls.
e Key concerns include:
o Inclusion and deletion of voters
Verification requirements and documentation
Role of Electoral Registration Officers (EROs)
Transparency in electoral databases
The Supreme Court, in May 2026, upheld the validity of the Bihar SIR,
recognising ECI's authority under Article 324 read with Section 21(3),
Representation of the People Act, 1950.

Institutional Accountability
e The developments highlight the importance of:

Collective decision-making

Transparent administrative procedures

Accountability in voter-roll management

Secure and auditable electoral databases

Article 324 vests the ECI with superintendence, direction and control over
elections.
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Judicial Oversight & Due Process

Electoral-roll revision must balance purification with inclusion.

Deletion should be supported by notice, opportunity to respond, reasoned
decisions and effective appeal mechanisms.

Recent Supreme Court scrutiny of “logical discrepancy” notices in Delhi further
highlights the importance of procedural clarity.

Way Forward

Develop transparent, auditable and citizen-friendly electoral-roll systems.
Strengthen ERO/BLO-level assistance to voters.

Ensure timely notice, hearing, appeal and restoration mechanisms.
Improve transparency in ECI decision-making and IT systems.

3. New Equilibrium in U.S.-China Relations: Implications for India

GS Papers: GS-II - International Relations | GS-III - Economy & S&T | Essay
Why in News?

e Therecent Trump-Xi engagement indicates efforts to stabilise U.S.-China relations
while managing continuing strategic rivalry.
Both sides have extended elements of their trade truce, discussed trade and
investment mechanisms, and opened channels for managing risks related to Al and
strategic incidents.
Major issues such as Taiwan, semiconductors, critical minerals and technology
competition remain unresolved.

Emerging U.S.-China Equilibrium

e The relationship is moving towards managed strategic competition rather than
uncontrolled confrontation.
Engagement seeks to establish a floor for rivalry, making competition more
predictable while preserving core national interests.

Global Implications

e Greater predictability could reduce risks of strategic miscalculation and
escalation.
However, competition over technology, trade, Taiwan and critical minerals is likely
to continue.

Middle and smaller powers may gain greater diplomatic space for issue-based
partnerships and strategic flexibility.
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Implications for India
1. Strategic & Diplomatic

e India cannot assume that intensifying U.S.-China rivalry will automatically
strengthen its strategic position.
India needs to balance strategic competition and selective engagement with China
on trade, border management, multilateral institutions and regional connectivity.
e Reinforces the importance of strategic autonomy and issue-based partnerships.

2. Economic

e (Greater U.S.-China stability could moderate the China+1 opportunity, but
continuing supply-chain diversification can benefit India.

¢ India can leverage electronics manufacturing, critical-mineral partnerships and
trusted technology ecosystems.

3. Technology

e Competition in Al, semiconductors and emerging technologies will shape global
standards and supply chains.
India needs stronger domestic technological capabilities and diversified
technology partnerships.

4. Indo-Pacific

e Changing U.S.-China dynamics could influence the Quad, Indo-Pacific security
architecture and regional balance.

¢ India must strengthen partnerships while retaining strategic flexibility.
Way Forward

Pursue multi-alignment without strategic dependence on any single power.

Build resilient domestic manufacturing and supply chains.

Deepen partnerships with the U.S., Japan, EU, ASEAN and other middle powers,
while maintaining stable engagement with China.

4. India-Canada Relations: Towards a New Phase

GS Papers: GS-II - International Relations | GS-III - Economy, Energy & Critical
Minerals | Essay

Why in News?

e India and Canada are seeking to rebuild and deepen bilateral relations, with
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar and Canadian Foreign Minister Anita Anand
discussing ways to take ties to a “higher level”.
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e The renewed engagement follows a period of diplomatic strain, with both sides
working to restore regular high-level dialogue and broaden cooperation.
The two countries are also advancing Comprehensive Economic Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) negotiations, with an ambition to expand bilateral trade to CAD
70 billion by 2030.

Economic & Trade Cooperation

e CEPA: Negotiations cover trade in goods and services, investment and market
access.

Greater economic integration can promote investment, employment and supply-
chain diversification.

e Cooperation can also support India's integration with North American markets.
Energy & Critical Minerals

e (Canada can contribute to India's energy security and resource diversification.

e Cooperation in critical minerals can strengthen access to resources essential for
batteries, clean energy and advanced manufacturing.

e Scope also exists in science, technology and innovation.

Diaspora & People-to-People Ties

e The Indian diaspora is an important bridge for trade, investment, education and
cultural ties.
At the same time, diaspora-related security concerns require institutional and law-
enforcement cooperation.

Strategic & Security Dimension

e Security concerns: Cooperation needs to address transnational crime, terrorism,
extremism and law-enforcement coordination, while respecting sovereignty and
domestic legal processes.

Indo-Pacific: Renewed engagement can expand cooperation in maritime security,

critical technologies and resilient supply chains.
Key Challenges

Differences over security and diaspora-related issues.

Market-access concerns and sensitive sectors in CEPA negotiations.

Balancing commercial interests with sovereignty and domestic regulatory
priorities.

Way Forward

¢ Conclude CEPA while addressing sensitive sectors and non-tariff barriers.
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Expand cooperation in critical minerals, energy, technology, education and
investment.

Maintain structured dialogue on security and diaspora-related concerns.
Strengthen institutional mechanisms based on mutual respect, sovereignty, rule of
law and regular diplomatic engagement.

5. Census 2027: Strengthening India’s Demographic Data Architecture

GS Papers: GS-II - Governance, Representation & Social Justice | GS-1 - Population &
Demography | GS-1II - Economy & Data Governance

Why in News?

e Census 2027 is being conducted as a nationwide exercise, with the first phase
covering House Listing & Housing Census.
It will be India’s first digitally conducted Census, with citizens given the option of
self-enumeration.
Accurate demographic data is essential for evidence-based policymaking, welfare
delivery and resource allocation.

Key Features
Two-phase exercise:

e Phase [: House Listing & Housing Census.

e Phase II: Population Enumeration.

e Digital Census: Digital tools will facilitate data collection, processing and
management.
Self-Enumeration: Citizens can submit their details digitally, improving
accessibility and participation.

¢ Nationwide Coverage: The exercise covers all States and Union Territories.

Significance
1. Governance & Welfare

e Enables better targeting of health, education, housing, sanitation and nutrition
programmes.
e Supports evidence-based allocation of public resources.

2. Demography & Socio-Economic Planning

e Provides updated information on population structure, fertility, ageing, migration,
urbanisation and gender composition.
e Helps address the needs of vulnerable and marginalised populations.
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e Supports planning for India's demographic dividend, employment and skill
development.

3. Delimitation & Federalism

e Census data provides an important demographic basis for future delimitation of
constituencies.
Therefore, population data has implications for political representation and
Centre-State relations.

4. Technology & Data Governance

Digital enumeration can improve speed, efficiency and accessibility.

Requires safeguards for privacy, cybersecurity and responsible use of personal
data.

Data quality: Digital self-enumeration should be supported by verification to
minimise duplication, omission and classification errors.

Constitutional & Legal Framework

e (Census: Union subject under Seventh Schedule, Union List, Entry 69.
e Census Act, 1948: Provides the statutory framework for conducting the Census.

Challenges

¢ Ensuring universal coverage and accuracy, particularly among migrants and
vulnerable groups.
Bridging the digital divide and ensuring accessibility.
Protecting sensitive demographic information from misuse.

Way Forward

Combine digital tools with robust field verification.

Strengthen privacy, cybersecurity and data-quality mechanisms.

Ensure timely publication and effective use of Census data for inclusive and
evidence-based.
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