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1. BRICS and India’s Strategic Autonomy 

GS Paper: GS-II – International Relations 

Why in News? 

• The 18th BRICS Summit, hosted by India in New Delhi on September 12–13, 2026, 

brought together member countries amid heightened geopolitical tensions. 

• The summit highlighted BRICS’ continuing relevance as a platform for Global South 

cooperation and a more representative global order. 

BRICS & India’s Strategic Autonomy 

• BRICS provides India with a multilateral platform to engage with major powers 

without aligning exclusively with any single bloc. 

• It complements India’s policy of multi-alignment, enabling simultaneous 

engagement with the U.S., Russia, China, Iran and other partners. 

• Its internal diversity also creates space for India to pursue strategic autonomy 

without turning BRICS into an anti-Western grouping. 

Significance for India 

• Multipolarity: Supports a more representative and inclusive global order. 

• India–China: Provides institutional space for dialogue despite unresolved 

bilateral differences. 

• West Asia: Facilitates engagement with countries such as Iran and the UAE amid 

regional tensions. 

• Global Governance: Strengthens the Global South’s demand for reforms in 

institutions such as the UN and international financial architecture. 

• Economic Cooperation: Offers avenues for cooperation in trade, development 

finance, energy, technology and resilient supply chains. 

Challenges 

• Internal divergences: Members have differing geopolitical and economic 

interests. 

• China factor: India must ensure that BRICS does not become dominated by any 

single member. 

• Geopolitical divisions: Differences over conflicts, economic strategies and the 

role of the U.S. can constrain consensus. 

• Institutional limitations: BRICS has limited binding mechanisms compared with 

formal international organisations. 

Way Forward 

• Strategic autonomy: Use BRICS to preserve India’s independent decision-making 

while avoiding bloc politics. 
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• Issue-based cooperation: Focus on areas of convergence such as development, 

climate action, technology, trade and global financial reform. 

• Reformed multilateralism: Push for greater representation of developing 

countries in global institutions. 

• Balanced diplomacy: Strengthen BRICS engagement while simultaneously 

deepening India’s partnerships with the U.S., EU, Japan and other major powers. 

 

2. Quality Control Orders and India’s Manufacturing Growth 

GS Paper: GS-III – Indian Economy 

Why in News? 

• The Transition Facilitation (Quality Control) Order, 2026, notified by DPIIT, seeks 

to ease certification-related bottlenecks for eligible firms in sectors such as toys, 

footwear and air conditioners. 

• The move comes amid the ongoing reassessment and rationalisation of Quality 

Control Orders (QCOs) to balance product quality with manufacturing 

competitiveness. 

What are QCOs? 

• QCOs are regulatory orders issued by the concerned Ministry/Department making 

compliance with specified Indian Standards compulsory for notified products. 

• BIS certification/licensing often serves as the mechanism for demonstrating such 

compliance. 

• Their coverage expanded from 88 products in 2019 to 765 by December 2024, 

necessitating greater scrutiny of their downstream effects. 

Why Do QCOs Matter? 

• Quality & safety: Prevent substandard products and strengthen consumer 

protection. 

• Level playing field: Ensure domestic and imported products meet prescribed 

standards. 

• Global competitiveness: Quality standards can facilitate India's integration into 

Global Value Chains (GVCs). 

• Domestic value addition: Encourage firms to upgrade technology, processes and 

product quality. 

• Import quality: Reduce the entry of products that do not meet prescribed Indian 

standards. 
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Key Concerns 

• Input availability: QCOs on intermediate goods may restrict access to critical 

industrial inputs. 

• Higher costs: Certification, compliance and potentially costlier inputs can affect 

manufacturing competitiveness. 

• MSMEs: Smaller firms may face disproportionate compliance and certification 

burdens. 

• Supply chains: Disruptions in chemicals, steel, machinery, textiles, electronics and 

other intermediate inputs can affect downstream industries. 

• WTO dimension: QCOs may function as non-tariff measures and have raised 

concerns among trading partners regarding their impact on market access and 

trade. 

Way Forward 

• Risk-based regulation: Prioritise mandatory standards according to safety, 

health and quality risks. 

• Intermediate-input review: Assess QCOs for their impact on input availability, 

costs, supply chains and downstream competitiveness. 

• MSME support: Provide transition periods, technical assistance and affordable 

certification support. 

• Regulatory coordination: Strengthen coordination among DPIIT, BIS and 

industry stakeholders while ensuring transparent implementation. 

• Quality + scale: Ensure standards improve quality without undermining 

manufacturing scale, exports, domestic value addition and GVC integration. 

 

3. Delhi’s Infrastructure-Governance Gap 

GS Paper: GS-II – Governance | GS-I – Urbanisation 

Why in News? 

• Recurring incidents involving unsafe buildings, coaching centres and Paying Guest 

(PG) accommodations in Delhi have highlighted gaps in urban safety regulation 

and enforcement. 

• Student-centric areas such as Rajinder Nagar, Mukherjee Nagar and Satya Niketan 

face particular challenges due to the concentration of PGs and coaching 

establishments. 
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Core Governance Problem 

• Changing land use: Residential premises are increasingly being converted into 

commercial or educational establishments without corresponding safety 

compliance. 

• Regulatory mismatch: The Master Plan of Delhi (MPD), Unified Building Bye-

Laws (UBBL) and 2024 coaching-centre guidelines do not adequately recognise 

the emerging reality of PGs and coaching centres as hybrid/mixed-use 

establishments. 

• Institutional fragmentation: Multiple agencies involved in land use, building 

permissions, municipal regulation and fire safety can create overlapping 

responsibilities and accountability gaps. 

• Enforcement gap: Periodic inspections and post-disaster action remain 

inadequate compared with the need for routine preventive enforcement. 

Key Concerns 

• Fire & life safety: Inadequate exits, overcrowding and poor emergency 

preparedness increase vulnerability. 

• Student safety: High-density student establishments require specialised safety 

standards. 

• Accountability: Fragmented institutional responsibilities can weaken 

enforcement. 

• Rent-seeking risk: Rigid standards without compliance support may encourage 

regulatory evasion and informal practices. 

Way Forward 

• Separate classification: Recognise PGs and coaching centres as a distinct mixed-

use educational building category. 

• Safety standards: Prescribe norms for fire protection, emergency exits, 

occupancy limits and minimum floor area per person. 

• Preventive governance: Shift from post-disaster action to continuous inspection, 

risk assessment and compliance monitoring. 

• Compliance support: Provide time-bound compliance and rehabilitation plans, 

while immediately closing buildings posing serious risks. 

• Accountability: Establish district-level safety task forces and publish annual 

reports on inspections, closures and rehabilitation. 
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4. U.S. Federal Reserve Rate Hike and Global Spillovers 

GS Paper: GS-III – Indian Economy 

Why in News? 

• The U.S. Federal Reserve raised its policy rate by 25 basis points, taking the federal 

funds target range from 3.50–3.75% to 3.75–4%. 

• The move came amid persistent inflation, rising long-term Treasury yields and 

concerns over growing U.S. public debt. 

Why Did the Fed Raise Rates? 

• Persistent inflation: U.S. inflation remained above the Fed’s 2% target, limiting 

the scope for monetary easing. 

• Inflation target: The Fed’s 2% target is measured using the Personal 

Consumption Expenditures (PCE) price index, rather than the CPI. 

• Inflation expectations: Persistent inflation can become entrenched if monetary 

policy is perceived as insufficiently restrictive. 

• Bond yields: Rising long-term Treasury yields reflected inflation concerns and 

increased government borrowing requirements. 

Key Economic Linkages 

• Inflation → Higher Policy Rates → Treasury Yields → Capital Flows → Exchange 

Rates 

• Monetary tightening: Higher policy rates can moderate aggregate demand and 

inflation. 

• Global liquidity: Higher U.S. rates can tighten global financial conditions and raise 

borrowing costs for emerging markets. 

• Capital flows: Higher U.S. yields can increase the relative attractiveness of dollar-

denominated assets. 

• Fiscal–monetary interaction: Higher interest rates increase government debt-

servicing costs, potentially constraining fiscal space. 

Impact on India 

• Capital flows: Higher U.S. yields may affect FPI flows into emerging markets. 

• Rupee: Potential capital outflows can create depreciation pressure on the Indian 

rupee. 

• RBI policy: The RBI must balance inflation, growth, exchange-rate stability and 

financial conditions. 

• External borrowing: Tighter global financial conditions can increase the cost of 

external financing. 

• Trade: Changes in the dollar and U.S. demand can influence India’s exports and 

imports. 
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Way Forward 

• Build resilience: Maintain adequate forex reserves and strengthen external-

sector buffers. 

• Manage capital flows: Closely monitor volatile FPI movements and external 

borrowing conditions. 

• Policy coordination: Maintain credible, data-driven monetary and fiscal policies 

while preserving macroeconomic stability. 

 

5. Dissent within the Election Commission and Electoral Governance 

GS Paper: GS-II – Polity & Governance 

Why in News? 

• A recent Indian Express report stated that Election Commissioners Sukhbir Singh 

Sandhu and Vivek Joshi recorded formal objections at least 14 times over 10 

months regarding certain decisions and administrative processes of the Election 
Commission of India (ECI). 

• The ECI responded that differing views and internal observations are a normal 

part of institutional deliberation and stated that its decisions during the period 

were taken unanimously by the full Commission. 

Constitutional & Legal Framework 

• Article 324: Vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the 

ECI. 

• The ECI is a multi-member constitutional body, comprising the CEC and other 

Election Commissioners. 

• Section 18 of the 2023 Act: Business should, as far as possible, be transacted 

unanimously; where members differ, the majority view prevails. 

Key Issues 

• Collegial decision-making: Internal differences can provide an additional layer 

of scrutiny and institutional checks. 

• Electoral-roll integrity: Reported concerns relate to voter additions/deletions 

and the ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) process. 

• Digital governance: Questions have been reported regarding centralisation of 

electoral-roll databases and access by ground-level Electoral Registration Officers 

(EROs). 
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• Independence & accountability: An autonomous constitutional body requires 

both institutional independence and transparent decision-making. 

• Legal compliance: Administrative and technological changes must remain 

consistent with constitutional and statutory procedures. 

Governance Significance 

• Checks and balances: Dissent within a multi-member body can strengthen 

scrutiny before final decisions. 

• Institutional credibility: Transparent procedures and documented deliberations 

can reinforce public confidence. 

• Technology & democracy: Digitisation must balance efficiency, cybersecurity, 

decentralisation, data integrity and voter rights. 

• Electoral trust: Effective grievance-redressal and verification mechanisms are 

essential to protect the credibility of electoral rolls. 

Way Forward 

• Transparent deliberation: Maintain clear records of major decisions, objections 

and their resolution within the Commission. 

• Clear institutional roles: Define responsibilities and access rights across the CEC, 

ECs, EROs and digital systems. 

• Independent audits: Strengthen periodic cybersecurity, data-integrity and 

electoral-roll audits. 

• Voter safeguards: Ensure accessible mechanisms for verification, correction, 

inclusion and appeal. 

• Institutional autonomy: Preserve the ECI’s independence, collegial functioning, 

accountability and constitutional mandate. 
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