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1. Higher Education Governance: From Control to Autonomy 

GS Paper: GS-II – Governance, Education & Fundamental Rights 

Why in News? 

• The NALSAR student–BCI controversy has brought university governance, 

student rights and regulatory jurisdiction into focus. 

• It has also triggered a broader debate on academic freedom, institutional 

autonomy, student participation and accountability in higher education. 

Academic Freedom & Institutional Autonomy 

• Academic freedom enables students and faculty to question established ideas, 

conduct research and engage in intellectual debate without undue interference. 

• Though not expressly recognised as a separate fundamental right, it draws 

constitutional support from Article 19(1)(a) and the broader constitutional 

commitment to freedom of thought and expression. 

• Excessive governmental or regulatory control can weaken universities as spaces 

for critical inquiry, innovation and knowledge creation. 

• NEP 2020 envisages greater institutional and academic autonomy alongside 

effective accountability and “light but tight” regulation. 

Challenges in University Governance 

• Vice-Chancellor-centric governance can restrict meaningful participation of 

students and faculty in institutional decision-making. 

• Weak grievance-redressal mechanisms may turn unresolved academic or 

administrative concerns into protests. 

• Faculty vacancies, inadequate infrastructure, hostel shortages and examination 

irregularities erode institutional credibility. 

• Politicisation and non-transparent appointments can undermine merit, 

institutional integrity and public trust. 

• Inadequate public investment constrains universities' capacity for quality 

teaching, research and infrastructure development. 

• Excessive surveillance or punitive approaches can deepen the trust deficit 

between students and administration. 

Way Forward 

• Shift from a control-centric model to an autonomy-with-accountability model. 

• Institutionalise meaningful student and faculty participation in appropriate 

academic and administrative bodies. 

• Strengthen accessible, time-bound and independent grievance-redressal 

mechanisms. 

http://www.vishnuias.com/


 

www.vishnuias.com UPSC|TGPSC|APPSC our Optional: Anthropology|PSIR|Sociology 9000400939 

• Ensure transparent, merit-based and integrity-driven appointments of VCs and 

faculty. 

• Protect academic freedom while regulating unlawful conduct through due 

process, legality and proportionality. 

• Increase public investment in higher education and strengthen implementation 

of NEP 2020. 

• Promote regular student–administration dialogue to resolve conflicts before they 

escalate. 

 

2. India–Japan Defence Cooperation: From Strategic Convergence to 

Operational Capability 

GS Paper: GS-II – International Relations 

Why in News? 

• Japanese Defence Minister Shinjiro 

Koizumi’s August 2026 visit 

highlighted a shift in India–Japan 

defence ties from institutional 

dialogue towards operational 

capability and defence-industrial 

cooperation. 

• Cooperation is being deepened 

through maritime information 

sharing, naval shipbuilding, defence 

technology, logistics and more 

complex military exercises. 

Institutional Foundation 

• Defence cooperation has expanded through annual defence dialogues, 2+2 

mechanism, military exercises, logistics arrangements and defence-technology 

discussions. 

• The partnership is increasingly complemented by cooperation through the QUAD 

and wider Indo-Pacific frameworks. 

Maritime Security & Indo-Pacific 

• Enhanced Maritime Domain Awareness (MDA) and information sharing can 

provide a more continuous picture across the Indian Ocean–Western Pacific 

maritime theatre. 

• Reciprocal ship-repair facilities can strengthen maritime logistics and 

operational reach. 
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• Cooperation supports freedom of navigation, secure SLOCs, HADR and maritime 

stability. 

• India's engagement with Japan also strengthens its interests across the Western 

Indian Ocean, beyond the Bay of Bengal and Malacca Strait. 

Defence Industrial & Technological Cooperation 

• Exploration of joint naval shipbuilding and design combines Japanese 

technological expertise with India's manufacturing capabilities. 

• Greater Japanese use of Indian production facilities supports Make in India and 

defence-industrial capacity. 

• Implementation of the UNICORN integrated communications antenna system 

represents progress in defence technology cooperation. 

• DRDO–Japan ATLA cooperation can facilitate greater technology collaboration 

and co-development. 

Operational Interoperability 

• Veer Guardian 2026 and increasingly complex bilateral exercises strengthen 

operational familiarity. 

• Future cooperation involving unmanned systems, Special Operations Forces and 

short-notice exercises can improve readiness and interoperability. 

Strategic Significance 

• Strengthens India's role in the Indo-Pacific security architecture. 

• Enhances maritime security and resilience of critical sea lanes and supply chains. 

• Diversifies India's defence partnerships and supports strategic autonomy. 

• Connects India's industrial capabilities with Japan's technological strengths. 

• Helps broaden the partnership beyond a purely China-centric security 

framework. 

Challenges 

• Implementation deficit: Past defence-technology agreements have taken 

considerable time to produce tangible outcomes. 

• Differences in procurement procedures, technology-sharing norms and industrial 

capabilities can slow cooperation. 

• Both countries must balance deeper security cooperation with their respective 

strategic autonomy and national interests. 

Way Forward 

• Ensure time-bound implementation of announced projects. 

• Move from buyer–seller relations towards co-development and co-production. 

• Expand MDA, logistics and defence-industrial linkages. 
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• Improve interoperability while preserving strategic autonomy. 

 

3. India–Russia Relations amid the Ukraine Conflict 

GS Paper: GS-II – International Relations 

Why in News? 

• Russia has welcomed India’s efforts to 

promote a peaceful resolution of the 

Ukraine conflict, reaffirming Moscow’s 

openness to diplomatic engagement. 

• President Vladimir Putin is scheduled 

to meet PM Modi ahead of the BRICS 

Summit in New Delhi, providing an 

opportunity to review bilateral 

cooperation. 

• Russia has also indicated willingness to 

facilitate the repatriation of Indian nationals serving in Russian military units. 

Ukraine Conflict & India’s Diplomacy 

• India advocates dialogue, diplomacy and peaceful resolution, while maintaining 

engagement with all major stakeholders. 

• This reflects strategic autonomy and issue-based multi-alignment, enabling India 

to engage simultaneously with Russia, Ukraine, the U.S. and Europe. 

• India's approach seeks to protect national interests while contributing to global 

peace and Global South diplomacy. 

India–Russia Strategic Partnership 

• The Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership rests on cooperation in defence, 

nuclear energy, space, energy, trade and technology. 

• Russia remains an important partner in India's defence ecosystem and strategic 

capabilities. 

• The relationship has remained resilient despite the Ukraine conflict and Western 

sanctions. 

Energy Security & Sanctions 

• Russian crude has contributed to India's energy security and supply 

diversification. 

• Sanctions create challenges relating to payments, shipping, insurance, logistics 

and secondary-sanctions risks. 
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• India must balance affordable energy access with sanctions compliance and long-

term diversification. 

BRICS & Multipolarity 

• India's BRICS leadership can advance Global South cooperation, reform of 

multilateral institutions and a multipolar global order. 

• Internal differences among members can, however, complicate consensus and 

joint declarations. 

• India can position BRICS as a platform for cooperation rather than an anti-

Western bloc. 

Emerging Challenges 

• Russia–China strategic convergence may reduce Moscow's strategic space for 

India. 

• India's historical defence dependence on Russia necessitates diversification and 

indigenous capability. 

• Bilateral trade remains below its potential and is affected by sanctions and 

payment mechanisms. 

• India must prevent geopolitical tensions from weakening its broader economic 

and technological engagement with the West. 

Indian Nationals in Russian Forces 

• India's efforts to secure the release and repatriation of Indians recruited into 

Russian military units highlight the importance of consular diplomacy. 

• It also underlines the need for stronger regulation of overseas recruitment and 

prevention of fraudulent employment networks. 

Way Forward 

• Preserve strategic autonomy while supporting dialogue and diplomacy. 

• Diversify defence and energy sources without abruptly weakening established 

partnerships. 

• Shift India–Russia ties from traditional defence dependence towards trade, 

investment, technology and co-production. 

• Strengthen coordination with Russia while managing the implications of Russia–

China convergence. 

• Use BRICS and other multilateral platforms to advance peace, global-governance 

reform and Global South interests. 
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4. India & UN Cartographic Representation: Territorial Sovereignty 

and “Correct the Map” 

GS Paper: GS-II – International Relations; India–China Relations; United Nations 

Why in News? 

• India has raised concerns over “anomalies” in a new UN world map depicting 

Arunachal Pradesh and Aksai Chin between Indian and Chinese claim lines. 

• The issue emerged after the UN General Assembly adopted the “Correct the Map” 

resolution, which seeks more equitable representation of the relative size of 

continents through equal-area cartographic representation. 

• India clarified that its support was for the principle behind the resolution and not 

for any particular map or territorial depiction. 

“Correct the Map” Initiative 

• Seeks to address distortions in commonly used world maps that can under-

represent Africa and other equatorial regions. 

• Promotes equal-area cartographic representation, improving the proportional 

depiction of landmasses. 

• The initiative concerns cartographic accuracy and representation, not the 

alteration or settlement of international boundaries. 

UN & Territorial Representation 

• The UN uses maps for reference, informational and administrative purposes, 

particularly in representing geographical and territorial situations. 

• A particular UN map does not, by itself, confer sovereignty or legally settle a 

disputed territory. 

• However, cartographic representations can have diplomatic and geopolitical 

significance, especially when they concern territories under competing claims. 

India’s Territorial Position 

• India maintains that its sovereign territory, including Arunachal Pradesh and the 

Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh, should be depicted in 

accordance with its official map. 

• India has therefore taken up the identified anomalies with the concerned 

authorities. 

• New Delhi has clearly distinguished between supporting equitable cartographic 

principles and accepting an inaccurate territorial depiction. 

India–China Dimension 

• Arunachal Pradesh: India regards it as an integral part of India, while China 

disputes India's sovereignty over the region. 
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• Aksai Chin: India regards it as part of Ladakh; it is currently under Chinese 

control. 

• Ambiguous cartographic representations can influence territorial narratives, 

diplomatic signalling and perceptions of sovereignty. 

Strategic Significance 

• Demonstrates that maps can become instruments of geopolitical communication, 

rather than merely geographical tools. 

• Reinforces India's emphasis on territorial integrity and sovereignty in 

international forums. 

• Highlights the importance of accurate cartographic representation amid 

unresolved India–China boundary disputes. 

 

5. Gen Z in India: Beyond a Monolithic Youth 

GS Paper: GS-I – Indian Society 

Why in News? 

• The Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) protests have brought “Gen Z” into public and 

political discourse, generating debate over the political preferences and 

aspirations of India's youth. 

• However, portraying Gen Z as a uniform anti-establishment constituency 

overlooks significant differences based on gender, caste, class, religion and 

ideology. 

Gen Z & Political Participation 

• India's Gen Z constitutes a large and politically significant demographic, making 

its political preferences consequential. 

• 2024 electoral evidence challenges the assumption that young voters are 

uniformly anti-incumbent, with younger voters showing substantial support for 

both the BJP and NDA. 

• Youth participation increasingly extends beyond voting to digital mobilisation, 

social-media campaigns, protests and issue-based activism. 

Internal Social Cleavages 

• Gen Z is internally differentiated by gender, caste, class, religion, education and 

geography. 

• Existing social identities continue to influence attitudes towards reservation, 

gender equality, social justice and religious majoritarianism. 

• Thus, generational identity does not necessarily override caste, class, gender or 

religious identities. 
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Generational Convergence 

• Gen Z should not automatically be treated as fundamentally different from older 

generations. 

• Concerns such as employment, education, economic security and governance can 

cut across generations. 

• Movements such as the anti-CAA and farmers' protests demonstrate that political 

mobilisation cannot be reduced to youth alone. 

Implications for Indian Democracy 

• Gen Z can expand participatory and digital democracy, but social-media-driven 

politics may also intensify polarisation, echo chambers and misinformation. 

• Political parties and institutions need to engage youth through responsive 

governance rather than demographic stereotyping. 

Way Forward 

• Undertake disaggregated and evidence-based studies of youth attitudes across 

caste, gender, class, religion and region. 

• Strengthen avenues for meaningful youth participation in democratic 

institutions. 

• Address substantive concerns related to employment, education, representation 

and social justice. 
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