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1. Palestinian Statehood: Foundation for Regional Peace 

GS-II – International Relations 

Why in News? 

The question of Palestinian statehood has acquired renewed significance amid the 

continuing Gaza conflict and wider regional escalation. A credible political pathway towards 

Palestinian statehood remains central to achieving durable peace and stability in West Asia. 

Core Issue 

• Two-State Solution: Establishment of a sovereign, independent and viable Palestine 

alongside Israel, with security and peaceful coexistence. 

• Self-Determination: Palestinian statehood is closely linked to the Palestinian people’s 

right to self-determination. 

• Israeli Security: A durable settlement also requires credible security guarantees and 

an end to violence and terrorism. 

Wider West Asian Linkages 

• The Palestine question intersects with Iran–Israel tensions, Hezbollah, Hamas and 

Houthi activity. 

• Prolonged conflict contributes to regional instability, humanitarian suffering and 

energy-security risks, including around the Strait of Hormuz. 

• Political progress could facilitate improved Arab–Israeli relations, regional 

connectivity and economic integration. 

Humanitarian Dimension 

• Civilian Protection: Safeguarding civilian lives remains central to any sustainable 

peace process. 

• Humanitarian Access: Unhindered delivery of food, medicines and essential relief is 

vital. 

• Gaza Reconstruction: Long-term reconstruction requires international support, 

accountable institutions and sustainable financing. 

Role of Mediation 

• Oslo Accords (1993): Norwegian facilitation enabled Israel–PLO mutual recognition 

and contributed to the creation of the Palestinian Authority. 

• United States: Its influence with Israel and regional actors gives it significant 

mediation leverage. 

• United Nations: Can provide multilateral legitimacy, humanitarian coordination and 

an international framework for negotiations. 
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India’s Perspective 

• India has historically supported the Palestinian cause and a negotiated two-state 

solution. 

• At the same time, India has developed a strong strategic partnership with Israel. 

• India therefore advocates dialogue, de-escalation, humanitarian assistance and 

peaceful resolution. 

• West Asian stability is important for India’s energy security, trade, diaspora, maritime 

connectivity and strategic interests. 

Way Forward 

• Revive political negotiations: Establish a credible and time-bound roadmap towards 

a two-state solution. 

• Ensure humanitarian access: Protect civilians and facilitate uninterrupted 

humanitarian assistance. 

• Reconstruct Gaza: Mobilise international resources for accountable and sustainable 

reconstruction. 

• Strengthen Palestinian institutions: Reform and strengthen the Palestinian Authority 

for effective governance. 

• Address Israel’s security concerns: Develop credible mechanisms against terrorism 

and cross-border violence. 

• Promote mediation: Encourage constructive roles for the US, UN and regional actors. 

• Uphold international law: Respect civilian protection, self-determination and 

international humanitarian law. 

• Pursue regional integration: Connect political progress with Arab–Israeli 

normalisation, connectivity and economic cooperation. 

Palestinian statehood is not merely a territorial question; it is closely connected with self-

determination, humanitarian security, regional stability and the broader geopolitical 

architecture of West Asia. 

 

2. Clean Electoral Rolls vs Inclusive Democracy 

GS-II – Indian Polity & Governance 

Why in News? 

The debate over Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls has renewed concerns 

about balancing electoral integrity with inclusive voting rights. The India–USA comparison 

has also highlighted differences in electoral administration and voter verification. 
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Electoral Integrity 

• Accurate Electoral Rolls: Help prevent duplication, impersonation and registration of 

ineligible persons. 

• Voter Authentication: Appropriate identification mechanisms can strengthen 

electoral credibility. 

• Transparency & Due Process: Verification and deletion should involve notice, 

adequate opportunity to respond and accessible appeals. 

• Non-Discrimination: Electoral safeguards must not selectively disadvantage 

vulnerable or marginalised groups. 

SIR: Key Concerns 

• Large-scale revision requires adequate time, consultation and transparent 

procedures. 

• Stringent or unclear documentation requirements may increase the risk of wrongful 

exclusion, particularly among migrants and socially vulnerable groups. 

• Electoral integrity must therefore be pursued without compromising universal adult 

suffrage. 

Inclusion vs Exclusion Errors 

• Inclusion Error: Ineligible persons remain on electoral rolls. 

• Exclusion Error: Eligible citizens are wrongly removed from electoral rolls. 

• Objective: Electoral reforms should minimise both errors while protecting the 

credibility of elections. 

Constitutional Safeguards 

• Article 324: Vests the superintendence, direction and control of elections in the 

Election Commission of India (ECI). 

• Article 325: Provides for one general electoral roll for every territorial constituency 

and prohibits exclusion on grounds only of religion, race, caste or sex. 

• Article 326: Provides for elections to the Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies 

on the basis of adult suffrage, subject to constitutional and statutory qualifications. 

• RPA, 1950 & 1951: Provide the statutory framework for electoral rolls, qualifications 

and conduct of elections. 

India–USA Comparison 

• India: Election administration is substantially nationalised, with the ECI as a 

constitutional authority. 

• USA: Electoral administration is highly decentralised, with states playing a major role 

in registration and election management. 
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• The comparison highlights the balance between uniform electoral standards and 

federal autonomy. 

Way Forward 

• Transparent Revision: Conduct electoral-roll revisions through clear, inclusive and 

time-bound procedures. 

• Technology with Human Oversight: Use digital tools for verification while ensuring 

safeguards against automated exclusion. 

• Procedural Fairness: Provide notice, hearings and accessible appeals against 

wrongful deletion. 

• Independent Review: Establish accessible mechanisms for prompt correction of 

wrongful exclusion before elections. 

• Institutional Credibility: Strengthen ECI independence, transparency and public 

communication. 

• Non-Partisan Implementation: Ensure electoral safeguards are applied uniformly 

and are not weaponised for political purposes. 

Electoral integrity requires both clean electoral rolls and maximum legitimate voter 

inclusion. The constitutional objective should be to minimise both inclusion and exclusion 

errors while protecting the credibility, fairness and inclusiveness of elections. 

 

3. Surrogate Advertising: Balancing Public Health and Regulatory Restraint 

GS-II – Governance, Consumer Protection & Regulatory Bodies | GS-III – Health 

Why in News? 

The Maharashtra Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has sought explanations from 

celebrity endorsers of Vimal Elaichi, alleging that the branding could constitute surrogate 

advertising of tobacco products. The issue highlights the need to protect public health while 

ensuring evidence-based and proportionate regulation. 

What is Surrogate Advertising? 

• Indirect Promotion: Marketing a legal product or brand in a manner that reinforces 

the identity of a restricted or prohibited product. 

• Purpose: Can potentially circumvent advertising restrictions on products such as 

tobacco. 

• Regulatory Challenge: Authorities must establish a credible link between the 

advertised product and the restricted product. 
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Legal & Regulatory Framework 

• COTPA, 2003: Provides the statutory framework for restricting tobacco advertising 

and promotion. 

• Consumer Protection Act, 2019: Strengthens accountability of manufacturers, 

advertisers and endorsers for misleading advertisements. 

• Endorser Due Diligence: Endorsers are expected to exercise due diligence regarding 

the claims and products they promote. 

• FSS Act, 2006: Provides regulatory safeguards concerning food products and related 

claims. 

• CCPA: Can act against misleading advertisements and unfair trade practices. 

Judicial Dimension 

• DGHS v. Som Pan Products Pvt. Ltd. (2024): Mere brand registration or existence of a 

technically lawful product does not, by itself, establish surrogate advertising; the 

State must substantiate its case. 

• Regulatory action must therefore satisfy evidence, due process and judicial scrutiny. 

Public Health Significance 

• Tobacco consumption is a major risk factor for oral cancer and other non-

communicable diseases. 

• Celebrity endorsements can influence consumer behaviour and potentially 

contribute to the normalisation of tobacco-associated brands. 

• Effective regulation can protect consumers from indirect promotional strategies. 

Challenges 

• Fragmented Regulation: Multiple Acts, rules and regulatory agencies can create 

jurisdictional overlaps. 

• Proof of Linkage: Establishing the intent and association between a legal brand and a 

restricted product can be difficult. 

• Beyond Tobacco: Similar concerns arise from unsubstantiated health, educational 

and financial claims. 

• Regulatory Overreach: Excessive or inadequately supported restrictions may affect 

legitimate commercial communication. 

Way Forward 

• Evidence-Based Enforcement: Regulatory action should be based on demonstrable 

evidence rather than presumptions. 

• Regulatory Clarity: Develop clear, objective criteria for determining when a brand 

has an identifiable association with a restricted product. 

• Celebrity Accountability: Strengthen due-diligence requirements for endorsers. 
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• Inter-Agency Coordination: Improve coordination among the FDA, CCPA and other 

relevant regulators. 

• Proportionate Regulation: Balance public health, consumer protection, commercial 

expression and due process. 

• Clear Redressal Mechanisms: Provide transparent procedures for investigation, 

hearings and appeals. 

Effective advertising regulation must prevent circumvention of public-health safeguards 

while ensuring that enforcement remains evidence-based, proportionate and subject to due 

process. 

 

4. Fiscal Efficiency Before New Taxes: Making Every Rupee Count 

GS-III – Indian Economy | GS-II – Governance & Public Financial Management 

Why in News? 

Debate over Tamil Nadu’s fiscal management has highlighted whether States should first 

improve revenue collection and expenditure efficiency before imposing additional taxes. 

CAG audit findings have also drawn attention to underspending, accounting gaps and 

revenue irregularities. 

Fiscal Challenge 

• Fiscal Stress: High public debt, revenue deficits and committed expenditure on 

salaries, pensions, welfare and interest constrain fiscal space. 

• Quality of Expenditure: Greater emphasis should be placed on productive capital 

expenditure while managing rigidities in revenue expenditure. 

• Fiscal Responsibility: Sustainable public finances require balancing development 

needs with prudent deficit and debt management, consistent with the broader FRBM 

approach. 

Zero-Based Budgeting 

• Requires programmes and allocations to be justified afresh, rather than automatically 

carrying forward previous-year expenditure. 

• Helps identify redundant, low-impact or inefficient spending. 

• Can complement performance-based and outcome-oriented budgeting. 

• Limitation: ZBB can be data-intensive and administratively demanding, making 

complete annual application difficult. 

Outcome-Oriented Spending 

• Shift from: Allocation → Expenditure → Output → Outcome 
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• Measure cost per kilometre of road, households receiving reliable water and 

educational outcomes, rather than merely funds released. 

• Promotes value-for-money, efficiency and accountability. 

Revenue Mobilisation 

• Improve tax compliance and administration before relying excessively on higher tax 

rates. 

• Rationalise exemptions and widen the tax base. 

• Strengthen GST compliance and reduce revenue leakages. 

• Improve tax buoyancy to enhance fiscal capacity without proportionately increasing 

tax rates. 

CAG & Public Procurement 

• CAG audits can identify underspending, unnecessary supplementary provisions, 

unreconciled accounts and revenue irregularities. 

• CAG’s Role: Audit findings identify systemic weaknesses and strengthen legislative 

and executive accountability; however, audit observations should not automatically 

be treated as established financial wrongdoing. 

• Transparent and competitive procurement can improve value-for-money and fiscal 

savings. 

Way Forward 

• Adopt ZBB selectively: Apply zero-based reviews to major schemes and low-

performing expenditure heads. 

• Outcome Budgeting: Establish measurable, department-wise performance 

indicators. 

• Strengthen Tax Administration: Use digital systems, data analytics and compliance 

mechanisms. 

• Review Schemes: Conduct periodic cost-benefit and outcome assessments. 

• Protect Welfare: Improve targeting and delivery efficiency without compromising 

essential welfare. 

• Medium-Term Fiscal Framework: Set realistic revenue, expenditure, debt and deficit 

targets over a multi-year horizon. 

• Prioritise Productive Spending: Protect high-return capital expenditure while 

controlling inefficient revenue expenditure. 

Fiscal consolidation is not merely about raising more revenue or cutting expenditure; it is 

about mobilising revenue efficiently, prioritising productive spending and ensuring that 

every rupee of public expenditure delivers measurable outcomes. 
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5. U.S. Engagement with Jammu & Kashmir: Evolving Diplomatic Signalling 

GS-II – International Relations 

Why in News? 

U.S. Ambassador to India and Special Envoy to South and Central Asia Sergio Gor visited 

Jammu & Kashmir and described J&K as an “important part of India”. He also indicated that 

the U.S. may review its travel advisory for the region. Pakistan subsequently lodged a 

diplomatic protest with the U.S. 

Diplomatic Signalling 

• The envoy's reported formulation is noteworthy because it differs from some earlier 

U.S. public references that framed Kashmir primarily in the context of India–Pakistan 

relations. 

• However, a single statement should not be treated as a formal change in U.S. policy. 

• India maintains that Jammu & Kashmir is an integral part of India and opposes third-

party mediation on the issue. 

• Post-2019 Context: The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019 reorganised 

the erstwhile State into the Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. 

India–Pakistan Framework 

• Simla Agreement (1972): India and Pakistan committed to resolving differences 

through peaceful means and bilateral negotiations. 

• Lahore Declaration (1999): Reaffirmed commitment to peaceful relations, dialogue 

and confidence-building. 

• Pakistan's diplomatic protest highlights the continuing sensitivity of Kashmir-related 

diplomatic signalling. 

India–U.S. Relations 

• The visit reflects expanding engagement in defence, technology, trade, investment 

and counter-terrorism. 

• A stable J&K can contribute to India's broader connectivity, tourism and economic-

development agenda. 

• It also fits within India's wider strategic importance to the Indo-Pacific and Asian 

security architecture. 

Security & Economic Dimensions 

• Improved security perceptions can support tourism, investment and employment. 

• Economic Diplomacy: Better international perceptions can encourage tourism, 

investment and people-to-people exchanges, strengthening J&K's integration with 

wider economic networks. 
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• Travel advisories can influence international perceptions and visitor flows, but 

security assessments should remain evidence-based and periodically reviewed. 

Strategic Autonomy & Way Forward 

• Maintain Diplomatic Communication: Sustain consistent engagement with 

Washington while clearly communicating India's position. 

• Avoid Internationalisation: Maintain India's position that bilateral issues with 

Pakistan should not become platforms for third-party mediation, while remaining 

open to constructive international cooperation on counter-terrorism, development 

and humanitarian concerns. 

• Strengthen Security Cooperation: Deepen intelligence-sharing and counter-terrorism 

cooperation. 

• Promote Development: Combine security with inclusive development, tourism, 

employment and connectivity. 

• Preserve Strategic Autonomy: Deepen partnerships without compromising India's 

independent foreign-policy decision-making. 

The development illustrates how diplomatic signalling on J&K intersects with India–U.S. 

relations, India–Pakistan dynamics, regional security and economic diplomacy. India needs 

to combine a consistent sovereignty position with pragmatic international engagement. 
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