
 

www.vishnuias.com UPSC|TGPSC|APPSC our Optional: Anthropology|PSIR|Sociology  9000400939 

 

  

http://www.vishnuias.com/


 

www.vishnuias.com UPSC|TGPSC|APPSC our Optional: Anthropology|PSIR|Sociology  9000400939 

1. Pakistan–Saudi Arabia–Türkiye Sign Trilateral Defence Agreement 

GS-II: International Relations  

Why in News? 

Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Türkiye signed the Mecca Joint Defence Agreement in August 

2026, committing to collective defence, collective deterrence and enhanced defence 

cooperation amid growing instability in West Asia. 

 

Key Features 

• Collective Defence: An armed attack against one member would be treated as an 

attack against all three. 

• Collective Deterrence: Seeks to prevent aggression through coordinated security 

commitments. 

• Defence Cooperation: Provides for enhanced military and security cooperation. 

• Non-targeted Partnership: Türkiye describes it as a defence-oriented partnership, not 

directed against any particular country. 

• Builds upon the Saudi–Pakistan Strategic Mutual Defence Agreement (2025). 

Strategic Significance 

• Saudi Arabia: Strengthens security partnerships amid regional instability and threats 

to critical infrastructure. 

• Türkiye: Enhances its role in the evolving West Asian security architecture. 

• Pakistan: Gains greater strategic relevance as a nuclear-armed state and security 

partner. 
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• Reflects growing South Asia–West Asia strategic convergence and diversification of 

regional security partnerships. 

Challenges 

• Credibility: Earlier mutual-defence commitments raise questions about actual 

military intervention during a crisis. 

• Divergent Interests: Different threat perceptions may constrain deeper military 

integration. 

• Regional Complexity: Adds another layer to West Asia's fragmented security 

architecture. 

Implications for India 

• Energy Security: Instability in the Gulf and surrounding region can affect India's 

energy supplies and prices. 

• Maritime Security: Disruptions in the Gulf and Red Sea can affect India's trade and 

connectivity. 

• Pakistan Factor: Growing Pakistan–Saudi–Türkiye defence cooperation has strategic 

implications for India. 

• Strategic Autonomy: Highlights the importance of maintaining diversified 

partnerships across West Asia and beyond. 

Way Forward 

• Inclusive Security: Regional security arrangements should complement, rather than 

undermine, broader diplomatic and multilateral mechanisms. 

• Dialogue over Bloc Politics: Members should prioritise diplomatic engagement and 

confidence-building measures alongside defence cooperation. 

• India's Approach: India should deepen strategic partnerships with Gulf countries, 

strengthen maritime security cooperation and maintain balanced relations with all 

major regional actors. 

• Regional Stability: Sustainable security requires addressing underlying conflicts 

through diplomacy, economic interdependence and cooperative security 

mechanisms. 
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2. DPDP Act and RTI: Supreme Court Examines Conflict 

GS-II: Polity & Governance | GS-III: Science & Technology 

Why in News? 

The Supreme Court agreed to examine whether the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) 

Act, 2023, particularly Section 44(3), undermines transparency under the Right to 

Information (RTI) Act, 2005 by altering the framework governing disclosure of personal 

information. 

What is the Issue? 

• Section 44(3) of the DPDP Act amended Section 8(1)(j) of the RTI Act, which deals 

with exemption from disclosure of personal information. 

• Earlier, information could be withheld where it had no relationship to public activity 

or disclosure would cause an unwarranted invasion of privacy. 

• The earlier framework also permitted disclosure where larger public interest 

outweighed the harm to the protected interest. 

• The petitioners argue that the amended provision may enable blanket denial of 

information merely by classifying it as personal data. 

• The Court is examining how the two Central laws can be harmonised without 

allowing data protection to undermine transparency. 

Constitutional Dimensions 

• Article 19(1)(a): The Supreme Court has recognised the Right to Information/Right to 

Know as flowing from freedom of speech and expression. 

• Article 21: Protects the Right to Privacy, including informational privacy. 

• Core Challenge: Balancing individual privacy with democratic transparency and 

public accountability. 

• Judicial Review: The case may clarify how competing statutory objectives should be 

reconciled within the constitutional framework. 

Impact on Journalism & Governance 

• Investigative Journalism: Broad data-protection restrictions could make it harder for 

journalists to access information necessary to investigate corruption and 

maladministration. 

• Transparency: Excessive personal-information exemptions may weaken the 

effectiveness of the RTI regime. 

• Institutional Accountability: Broad exemptions could make it harder to scrutinise the 

decisions, conduct and accountability of public authorities. 

• Privacy Protection: At the same time, unrestricted disclosure can expose citizens' 

legitimate personal information, necessitating strong privacy safeguards. 
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Way Forward 

• Proportionality: Apply a case-by-case assessment rather than blanket restrictions on 

disclosure. 

• Public Interest: Preserve a meaningful public-interest balancing mechanism where 

disclosure serves legitimate democratic purposes. 

• Functional Distinction: Differentiate between genuinely private information and 

information relating to public officials, public functions and public expenditure. 

• Clear Guidelines: Establish transparent standards for Public Information Officers, 

appellate authorities and courts to balance privacy with transparency. 

• Harmonisation: Ensure that data protection strengthens citizens' informational 

privacy without weakening the RTI framework as an accountability mechanism. 

 

3. AI-Powered Governance: Towards Real-Time Administration in Kerala 

GS-II: Polity & Governance | GS-III: Science & Technology 

Why in News? 

A recent discussion on Kerala’s administrative reforms highlights the need for an AI-powered 

governance dashboard integrating real-time data across departments, public utilities and 

local bodies to strengthen monitoring, fiscal discipline and outcome-based governance. 

Need for AI-Enabled Governance 

• Departmental Silos: Fragmented databases and incompatible reporting systems 

hinder a whole-of-government approach. 

• Delayed Monitoring: Retrospective reviews can delay detection of leakages, 

implementation gaps and cost overruns. 

• Interconnected Policies: Outcomes in health, energy, welfare, agriculture and 

education are interdependent, requiring integrated decision-making. 

Potential Benefits 

• Real-Time Monitoring: Tracks schemes from budget allocation → fund release → 

implementation → beneficiary outcomes. 

• Predictive Governance: AI can identify anomalies, delays and emerging risks, 

enabling preventive intervention. 

• Outcome-Based Administration: Shifts focus from expenditure and procedural 

compliance towards measurable public outcomes. 

• Administrative Accountability: Continuous performance visibility can shift 

governance from retrospective justification to real-time responsibility and corrective 

action. 
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• Fiscal Governance: Real-time monitoring of expenditure, committed liabilities and 

fund utilisation can strengthen fiscal discipline and resource allocation. 

• Decentralised Governance: Local bodies can monitor project execution, fund 

utilisation and grievance redressal while retaining implementation autonomy. 

Concerns 

• Data Privacy & Cybersecurity: Large-scale data integration increases risks of 

breaches, surveillance and misuse. 

• Algorithmic Bias: Poor-quality or biased datasets can produce discriminatory 

outcomes. 

• Accountability: Human officials must remain responsible for decisions based on AI 

recommendations. 

• Interoperability: Differences in databases, standards and data formats can hinder 

seamless integration across departments and local bodies. 

• Digital Divide: Technology-driven governance should not exclude digitally 

disadvantaged citizens. 

• Over-Centralisation: Integrated data systems must not undermine departmental or 

local autonomy. 

Way Forward 

• Develop a State-owned interoperable digital architecture with robust data-

governance standards. 

• Ensure algorithmic transparency, auditability and human oversight. 

• Adopt privacy-by-design and comply with applicable data-protection laws. 

• Establish clear protocols for data sharing, cybersecurity and institutional 

accountability. 

• Combine AI-enabled monitoring with citizen participation, legislative oversight and 

decentralised implementation. 
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4. India–U.S. Relations: From Strategic Convergence to Strategic 

Complementarity 

GS-II: International Relations | GS-III: Economy 

Why in News? 

Recent U.S. tariff measures and demands for greater burden-sharing, reciprocity and 

technology access indicate a more transactional approach to international partnerships, with 

implications for the evolving India–U.S. strategic relationship. 

“Flexible Realism” in U.S. Foreign Policy 

• National Interest: An approach associated with the Trump administration that places 

national interest, reciprocity and strategic-economic gains at the centre of external 

partnerships. 

• Integrated Statecraft: Trade, technology, industrial policy and security are 

increasingly treated as interconnected instruments of foreign policy. 

• Reciprocity: Partners face greater expectations regarding market access, defence 

burden-sharing and technological cooperation. 

Changing India–U.S. Partnership 

• Earlier Phase: The rise of China was a major catalyst for defence cooperation, the 

Quad, critical-technology partnerships and resilient supply chains. 

• Emerging Phase: India’s strategic relevance will increasingly depend on its economic 

strength, technological capabilities and defence contribution, alongside strategic 

convergence. 

• Strategic Complementarity: The relationship is evolving towards mutual capabilities 

and contributions that strengthen the interests and resilience of both countries. 

Implications for India 

• Trade–Security Linkage: U.S. tariff pressures demonstrate that strategic convergence 

does not prevent economic disagreements, requiring India to manage trade and 

security relations simultaneously. 

• China Factor: India should cooperate with the U.S. where interests converge in the 

Indo-Pacific while avoiding a relationship driven solely by U.S.–China rivalry. 

• Economic Resilience: Tariff pressures underline the need to diversify export markets, 

strengthen domestic manufacturing and improve competitiveness. 

• Technology: Greater focus is needed on critical and emerging technologies and 

resilient supply chains. 

• Strategic Autonomy: India should preserve freedom of strategic choice while 

deepening partnerships based on its own national interests. 
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Way Forward 

• Strategic Complementarity: Deepen cooperation in defence, technology, 

manufacturing and supply chains while protecting core national interests. 

• Reciprocal Engagement: Seek greater market access and technology cooperation 

while addressing legitimate U.S. concerns through negotiation rather than unilateral 

concessions. 

• Multi-alignment: Strengthen partnerships with the EU, Japan, Global South and 

other major powers to diversify India's strategic and economic options. 

• Build Domestic Capabilities: Strengthen India's economic, technological and defence 

capabilities so that its global relevance flows from its own strengths, not merely from 

U.S.–China competition. 

The India–U.S. partnership must evolve from dependence on a shared strategic challenge 

towards a relationship anchored in capability, reciprocity, resilience and mutual strategic 

value. 

 

5. India Formally Identifies 27 Places in Arunachal Pradesh on Official Map 

GS-I: Geography | GS-II: International Relations | GS-III: Security 

Why in News? 

India has formally identified 27 places and geographical features in Arunachal Pradesh by 

their standard names on the Survey of India map, amid China's repeated attempts to assign 

alternative names to locations in the State. The move seeks to improve accurate recognition 

and reinforce India's administrative and diplomatic position. 
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Strategic Significance 

• Cartographic Assertion: Official naming counters competing geographical narratives 

and reinforces India's administrative and diplomatic position. 

• Territorial Integrity: While naming alone does not determine sovereignty, official 

maps are important instruments of administrative and diplomatic assertion. 

• Border Management: Several identified locations have strategic significance along 

the India–China frontier. 

• Historical Context: Long Ju was associated with a major India–China border 

flashpoint in 1959, while Thag La was a key location during the 1962 India–China 

conflict. 

• Cartographic Contestation: The episode illustrates how territorial disputes can 

extend beyond physical control to maps, names and competing geographical 

narratives. 

India–China Dimension 

• China claims Arunachal Pradesh and refers to the region as “Zangnan” (southern 

Tibet). 

• India rejects China's renaming exercises and maintains that Arunachal Pradesh is an 

integral part of India. 

• Status Quo: Unilateral renaming does not alter the legal or territorial status of the 

areas and cannot by itself settle the boundary dispute. 

• The development highlights the multidimensional nature of the boundary issue 

involving diplomatic, cartographic, strategic and military dimensions. 

Implications for India 

• Diplomatic Signalling: Demonstrates India's refusal to accept unilateral attempts to 

alter established geographical narratives. 

• Strategic Communication: Consistent official cartography and public documentation 

can counter competing narratives while supporting India's diplomatic position. 

• Border Security: Reinforces the importance of infrastructure, surveillance and 

administrative presence along the frontier. 

• Public Awareness: Accurate documentation of border geography can strengthen 

awareness of strategically sensitive frontier regions. 

Way Forward 

• Diplomatic Engagement: Continue border negotiations and dialogue while firmly 

protecting India's territorial interests. 

• Border Development: Strengthen infrastructure, connectivity and administrative 

presence in frontier areas. 
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• Institutional Coordination: Ensure coordination among the Survey of India, defence 

agencies and civil administration for consistent mapping and documentation. 

• Strategic Restraint: Combine deterrence, dialogue and confidence-building measures 

to prevent cartographic disputes from escalating into broader tensions. 

The episode demonstrates that territorial disputes are contested not only through physical 

presence, but also through maps, names, narratives and diplomatic assertions. 
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