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1. India-Australia Strategic Partnership (GS – II: International Relations) 

Context 

India and Australia have adopted a landmark Joint Declaration on Defence and Security 

Cooperation, while operationalizing a decade-old civil nuclear pact to supply uranium during 

the recent bilateral summit. 

 

Background 

• The upgraded framework builds upon the 2009 Joint Declaration on Security 

Cooperation and the active 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue. 

• The 2014 civil nuclear agreement remained commercially dormant due to foreign 

supplier anxieties over India's past nuclear liability laws. 

Key Developments 

• Defence Declaration: Enhances military interoperability, intelligence sharing, and 

reciprocal military aircraft deployments. 

• Civil Nuclear Operationalization: Commences commercial Australian uranium 

supply, unlocked by India’s recent SHANTI Act liability reforms. 

• Technology & Minerals: Launches the Partnership on Cyber, Critical Technologies, 

and Supply Chains (PACTS) alongside a critical minerals corridor. 

Significance for India 

• Strategic Hedging: Fosters multipolarity to balance regional assertiveness and 

geopolitical unpredictability in the Indo-Pacific. 

• Energy Security: Provides a reliable fuel source for domestic nuclear reactors, 

boosting India's clean energy transition. 
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• Maritime Security: Strengthens Indian Ocean surveillance through the new Maritime 

Security Collaboration Roadmap and Coast Guard MoU. 

Challenges 

• Geographic Divergence: Australia’s primary defense focus remains fixed on the 

Western Pacific (via AUKUS), while India prioritizes continental threats. 

• Trade Underutilization: Gains from the Economic Cooperation and Trade 

Agreement (ECTA) remain concentrated among large conglomerates rather than 

SMEs. 

• Public Perception: A persistent knowledge deficit in broader Australian public 

consciousness undermines elite-level strategic convergence. 

Way Forward 

• Operationalize Overlap: Translate shared maritime risk assessments into joint 

patrols and active info-sharing hubs. 

• Diaspora Integration: Utilize the expanding Indian diaspora to bridge business 

culture gaps for smaller enterprises. 

• Supply Resilience: Expedite flexible minilateral technological arrangements to fully 

secure critical mineral value chains. 

 

2. Climate-Resilient Infrastructure in Ecologically Fragile Regions (GS – I, 

III: Geography, Disaster Management) 

Context: 

The Kerala government suspended the ₹2,100 crore Wayanad twin-tunnel project following a 

fatal weather-induced debris slide caused by unscientific earth dumping, highlighting severe 

environmental compliance failures. 

Key Issues/Concept 

• Ecological Vulnerability: Climate-amplified extreme precipitation heightens 

landslide risks in the highly fragile topography of the Western Ghats. 

• Development vs Sustainability: The push for urgent connectivity in Wayanad 

conflicts directly with the critical need for ecological conservation. 

• Environmental Governance Failure: Contractors ignored repeated statutory 

directives from disaster management authorities to remove excavated soil before the 

monsoons. 

• Man-Made Disasters: Unscientific dumping of loose earth transformed a predictable 

natural hazard into a preventable, fatal debris slip. 

• EIA Bypass: Projects of 'national importance' frequently bypass rigorous, site-

specific carrying capacity and vulnerability assessments. 
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Significance 

• Disaster Preparedness Check: Exposes the critical gap between early warning 

generation and actionable preventive measures on the ground. 

• Sendai Framework Alignment: Highlights the urgent need to shift from reactive 

rescue operations to proactive disaster risk reduction (DRR). 

• Policy Accountability: Emphasizes that infrastructural approvals in eco-sensitive 

zones must include stringent compliance monitoring mechanisms. 

• Climate Adaptation Need: Demonstrates how changing synoptic weather patterns 

necessitate climate-resilient engineering paradigms. 

• Socio-Economic Impact: Underscores that neglecting environmental costs directly 

translates to human casualties and widespread infrastructure destruction. 

Challenges 

• Enforcing Compliance: Ensuring execution agencies adhere strictly to conditions set 

by the Expert Appraisal Committee (EAC) remains difficult. 

• Unpredictable Weather: Forecasting accurate, localized extreme rainfall events in 

complex terrains remains scientifically elusive. 

• Trade-off Pressures: Balancing immediate socio-economic demands for better 

infrastructure with long-term ecological stability. 

• Safe Waste Disposal: Scientifically managing massive volumes of excavated debris 

in steep, landlocked mountainous regions. 

• Institutional Coordination: Overcoming siloes between local administration, 

disaster management authorities, and project contractors during crises. 

Way Forward 

• Strict Penalties: Impose heavy financial penalties and criminal liability on 

contractors for violating environmental clearance (EC) conditions. 

• Micro-Zonation Mapping: Integrate hyper-local landslide hazard mapping into the 

foundational design of all hill infrastructure projects. 

• Real-time Monitoring: Deploy AI-driven early warning systems and sensor-based 

slope stability monitoring at critical construction sites. 

• Cumulative Appraisals: Mandate cumulative environmental impact assessments 

(EIA) for interconnected mega-projects in biodiversity hotspots. 

• Nature-based Engineering: Incorporate eco-sensitive construction techniques and 

bio-engineering to stabilize vulnerable slopes sustainably. 
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3. Reforming Food Security: The Proposed NFSA Amendment (GS – II and 

GS - III) 

Context: 

The Centre has proposed a draft amendment to the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 

2013, to alter the Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) entitlement from a flat household model to 

a per capita allocation system. 

Key Issues/Concept 

• Per Capita Structural Shift: Shifts AAY grain allocation from a flat 35 kg per 

household to 7 kg per person monthly, capped at 35 kg. 

• Intra-Category Inequities: Rectifies variations where smaller families receive higher 

per capita food grains than larger, equally vulnerable households. 

• Targeting vs Universalism: Prioritizes individualized nutritional requirements over 

uniform, family-based social welfare safety nets. 

Significance 

• Resource Optimization: Aligns central grain allocation directly with individual 

dietary needs to check leakage and enhance nutritional efficiency. 

• Fiscal Streamlining: Helps reduce the central government’s massive food subsidy 

bill through rationalized and non-redundant allocations. 

• SDG 2 Advancement: Enhances structural targeted efficiency to advance toward the 

sustainable development goal of Zero Hunger. 

Challenges 

• Regional Disparities: Widens a North-South divide by reducing food grain quotas for 

Southern states characterized by smaller, nuclear families. 

• Cooperative Federalism Friction: Unilateral top-down amendments trigger strong 

opposition from states with successful independent PDS histories. 

• Financial Stress on Poor: Forces low-income nuclear families to incur high out-of-

pocket expenses to buy staple food from open markets. 

• Persistent Exclusion Errors: Fails to resolve underlying state-level execution gaps 

regarding the presence of ineligible beneficiaries. 

Way Forward 

• Federal Consultations: Drive collaborative consensus-building with states to uphold 

the spirit of cooperative federalism in social policy. 

• Adopt a Hybrid Model: Institute a guaranteed middle-path baseline allocation per 

family regardless of the total member size. 

• Data-Driven PDS Reforming: Leverage biometric integration to dynamically assess 

and adapt to localized demographic and consumption changes. 
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4. India’s Evolving Global Capability Centres (GS – III: Economy) 

Context: 

Chief Economic Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran highlighted that India's Global Capability 

Centres (GCCs) have evolved into cutting-edge global innovation hubs, making them 

relatively less vulnerable to AI-driven automation. 

What are Global Capability Centres (GCCs)? 

• Definition: Offshore corporate units established by multinational companies to 

handle specialized, high-value business functions. 

• Evolution: Transitioned entirely from low-cost captive back-office support centres 

into core innovation and R&D hubs. 

• Major Sectors: Deeply embedded in IT, BFSI, Healthcare, Automotive, 

Semiconductor design, Manufacturing, and Retail. 

Significance for India: 

• Economic Growth: Produces more than $60 billion in revenue, accounting for nearly 

2% of India's GDP. 

• Employment Generation: Provides jobs for over two million individuals in high-

skilled, well-paying technology and engineering positions. 

• Innovation Ecosystem: Promotes direct product development, the creation of 

intellectual property (IP), and patent applications originating from India. 

• Global Value Chains (GVCs): Embeds India significantly within global production, 

risk management, and technological frameworks. 

• Regional Development: Encourages equitable economic advancement through 

ongoing growth into Tier-II and Tier-III cities. 

AI and GCCs 

• Artificial Intelligence is poised to efficiently and cost-effectively automate routine, 

repetitive, and rule-based administrative functions. 

• A significant demand will arise for human supervision to design, evaluate, manage, 

and implement AI models. 

• Instead of displacing talent, the integration of AI fundamentally enhances the inherent 

value of each working individual. 

Challenges 

• Skill Deficit: Fewer than fifty percent of the large number of graduates each year are 

prepared for the industry from the outset. 

• Rising Costs: The costs of domestic operations are increasing, jeopardizing India's 

historical advantage in cost-arbitrage. 
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• Global Competition: Other nations are meticulously monitoring and vigorously 

imitating India's effective GCC framework. 

• Talent Scarcity: The specialized workforce needed for high-level technological 

positions is rapidly becoming very limited. 

Way Forward: 

• Tripartite Collaboration: It is essential for universities, industry, and government to 

collaborate simultaneously in order to bridge the employability gap. 

• Capability Advantage: Companies need to shift decisively from basic cost-execution 

strategies to unique, innovation-driven advantages. 

• Tier Expansion: There is a need for swift enhancement of digital infrastructure to 

effectively facilitate the decentralization of the GCC into smaller, emerging cities. 

• Continuous Reskilling: It is crucial to develop advanced skilling ecosystems that 

empower professionals to create AI tools rather than be rendered obsolete by them. 

 

5. Tax Benefits for Same-Sex Couples: Equality and Legal Recognition (GS 

– II: Polity & Governance) 

Context: 

The Income Tax Department has opposed a plea before the Bombay High Court seeking the 

extension of the Section 56(2)(x) gift tax exemption to same-sex couples, citing the absence 

of legal recognition for same-sex marriages under domestic personal laws. 

Legal Framework 

• Section 56(2)(x) Exemption: Exempts monetary and property gifts received from a 

legally recognized "relative," including a spouse, from income tax liability. 

• Statutory Definitions: Indian marriage laws currently do not recognize same-sex 

marriages or confer formal spousal status on LGBTQIA+ partners. 

Constitutional Dimensions 

• Article 14 (Equality): Mandates equal treatment under state laws and demands non-

arbitrary access to statutory fiscal benefits for all citizens. 

• Article 15 (Non-discrimination): Prohibits state discrimination based on sexual 

orientation, ensuring equal economic protection. 

• Article 21 (Dignity): Affirms that individual autonomy, privacy, and choice of partner 

are core components of the right to life. 

Governance Issues 

• Economic Inequities: Excluding same-sex couples from spousal benefits restricts 

access to joint taxation, inheritance, and insurance policies. 
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• Separation of Powers: Highlights the ongoing institutional friction between judicial 

intervention and parliamentary domain over personal laws. 

Challenges 

• Absence of Codification: The complete lack of a statutory framework for non-

heteronormative unions legally hinders automatic fiscal protections. 

• Inter-statutory Disconnect: Harmonizing progressive revenue laws with rigid 

personal laws creates severe systemic and administrative bottlenecks. 

Way Forward 

• Legislative Review: Parliament should enact a comprehensive legal review to extend 

basic civil and economic rights to LGBTQIA+ couples. 

• Interim Fiscal Measures: Introduce administrative circulars to provide separate tax-

neutral exemptions for cohabiting same-sex partners. 

• Inclusive Rights Framework: Bridge the legal vacuum through deliberative 

policymaking to align economic benefits with constitutional morality. 

 


