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1. Elevating the Right to Vote to a Fundamental Right (GS II: Polity & Governance)

Context:

Recently, a Congress leader revived the constitutional debate demanding that the right
to vote be recognized as a fundamental right instead of a mere statutory right to prevent
voter suppression.

About Elevating the Right to Vote

It means transforming voting into a constitutionally protected fundamental right
rather than a simple legislative act.

Key Data & Historical Precedents

Traditional View: The Supreme Court in Ponnuswami (1952) and Kuldip Nayar
(2006) held voting as a purely statutory right.

Constitutional Source: Article 326 mandates universal adult suffrage, meaning
the entitlement to vote flows directly from the Constitution.

Evolving Judicial Mindset: In Anoop Baranwal (2023), a separate opinion by
Justice Ajay Rastogi favored recognizing voting as a fundamental right.

The Imperative Need for Constitutional Protection

Popular Sovereignty: The vote is the primary instrument through which
citizens renew the state's legitimacy and hold governments accountable.

Basic Structure Alignment: Since democracy is part of the basic structure, the
citizen's vote cannot remain a constitutional orphan.

Voter Protection: Elevating it provides strict judicial protection against
arbitrary voter suppression and unfair electoral roll deletions.

Key Structural Challenges and Paradoxes

The NOTA Paradox: The 2013 NOTA judgment protects the right to reject as a
fundamental right, but choosing a candidate remains statutory.

Informed Choice Disconnect: The Court protects the freedom to make an
informed choice under Article 19(1)(a), but not the vote itself.

Legislative Overreach: The current statutory status gives Parliament absolute
latitude to manipulate voter eligibility criteria arbitrarily.

Way Forward

Judicial Review: The Supreme Court must revisit its old doctrines to resolve this
glaring constitutional anomaly once and for all.

Procedural Balance: Parliament should retain operational control over election
mechanics while keeping the core right immune from political interference.
Institutional Accountability: A fundamental right status will ensure stricter
oversight on the Election Commission's voter registration processes.




A democracy without voters is inconceivable, and elevating the right to vote will firmly
secure popular sovereignty under the Constitution.

2. Managing Urban Infrastructure Crisis in Mumbai (GS I & GS III: Urbanisation &
Disaster Management)

Context:

Recent intense monsoon downpours have severely paralyzed Mumbai's transport
networks and caused fatal structural collapses, highlighting how rapid urbanisation is
drastically outpacing the city’s climate infrastructure upgrades.

About Mumbai's Urban Infrastructure Crisis

e Itis the failure of city drainage and transit systems to withstand short-burst,
high-intensity climate events due to concrete overdevelopment.

Key Data & Instances of Infrastructure Failure

¢ Transit Paralysis: Major routes including the Mumbai-Pune Expressway and
Bhor Ghat rail services faced complete suspension.
Structural Vulnerability: A tragic chawl collapse in Mankhurd claimed the lives
of five children.
Historical Warning: The baseline disaster remains the 2005 deluge when the
city received 944 mm of rainfall within 24 hours.

The Imperative Need for Resilient Infrastructure

e Managing Rapid Run-off: Concrete development prevents natural ground
absorption, forcing aging drains to handle excessive volumes.
Combating Tidal Risks: Built on reclaimed marshland, Mumbai faces severe
water logging when heavy downpours coincide with high tides.
Handling Rainfall Intensity: Modern urban systems must transition to manage
high-volume short bursts rather than distributed moderate rainfall.

Key Initiatives Taken So Far

e BRIMSTOWAD Project: A dedicated initiative launched after 2005 to widen
stormwater networks and deploy pumping stations.

¢ Pre-monsoon Desilting: Annual clearing operations executed by the municipal
body to reduce immediate localized water logging.

Key Structural and Governance Challenges

¢ Fragmented Accountability: Governance remains dangerously split between
the BM(, IMD, railways, and highway authorities.
Outdated Design Baselines: Finished structural projects rely on old weather
assumptions that climate change has now undermined.

Incomplete Execution: Crucial drainage widening works remain unfinished
decades after their initial conception.




Way Forward

¢ Unifying Administrative Command: Establish a single coordinating body to
clear the jurisdictional confusion between state and central entities.
Dynamic Climate Proofing: Overhaul drainage design parameters to match
current erratic and intense monsoon patterns.
Strict Construction Regulation: Enforce immediate, mandatory pauses on
hazardous construction activities during extreme weather alerts.

Simply waiting for administrative capacity to catch up with climate change is a failing
strategy, requiring immediate structural integration.

3. The Right to Walk as a Fundamental Right (GS II: Polity & Governance)
Context:

Recently, a Supreme Court bench comprising Justices P.S. Narasimha and A.S.
Chandurkar ruled that walking safely on footpaths is a fundamental right under Articles
19(1)(d) and 21. This landmark judgment asserts that pedestrian rights must take
absolute priority over motorized vehicular traffic in urban spaces.

About The Right to Walk

e Itelevates safe pedestrian movement from a mere civic amenity to a
constitutionally protected fundamental right.

Key Cultural & Historical Context

e Cultural Roots: Indian literature and art intimately link walking to mental
freedom and spiritual discovery.
Political Legacy: Historic movements like Gandhi’s Dandi March utilized walking
as a core tool for political resistance.
Modernity Symbol: Unrestricted walking historically inspired modern
philosophical thought and deep self-reflection.

The Imperative Need for Pedestrian Rights

¢ Reclaiming Public Space: The ruling challenges capitalist urban models that

treat pedestrians as economic burdens.

Curbing Vehicular Monopoly: It legally dismantles the unchecked dominance of
automobiles over public pathways.

Ensuring Bodily Autonomy: It guarantees the physical freedom of movement
alongside the freedom of the mind.

Key Structural Challenges

¢ Hostile Infrastructure: Current urban planning severely lacks safe, demarcated
footpaths for everyday walkers.




Elitist Urban Planning: City designs disproportionately favor the wealthy
motorized class over the common pedestrian.

Administrative Apathy: Pedestrians are wrongly treated as road nuisances
rather than citizens exercising basic rights.

Way Forward

¢ Enforcing Civic Duties: Municipalities must be legally mandated to construct
and maintain unobstructed footpaths.
Redesigning Urban Spaces: City planning must immediately transition to a
pedestrian-first infrastructure model.
Sensitizing Authorities: Planners must recognize walking as an essential
democratic and existential human need.

Declaring walking a fundamental right ensures that public spaces remain truly
democratic, accessible, and inclusive for everyone.

4. Reassessing the Future of the Quad and Indo-Pacific Strategy (GS II: IR)
Context:

During the 16th India-Japan Annual Summit in New Delhi, concerns arose over the
strategic future of the Quad following the U.S. Pentagon's decision to rename its Indo-
Pacific Command back to the Pacific Command.

About Reassessing the Quad

e Itis an evaluation of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue's geopolitical relevance
amid shifting American defense priorities.

Key Data & Strategic Metrics

¢ Security Dominance: Out of 37 active Quad initiatives, 23 are dedicated to
security-related domains.

Funding Target: The alliance has proposed mobilizing $20 billion toward the

Critical Minerals Initiative and Framework.
Policy Shift: The U.S. National Security Strategy of November 2025 explicitly
deprioritized the Indo-Pacific for the Western Hemisphere.

The Imperative Need for a Robust Quad

e Countering Aggression: The grouping acts as a critical democratic
counterweight to rising regional military and economic expansionism.
Securing Tech Sovereignty: Joint collaboration is essential to safeguard
telecommunications and critical emerging technologies.
Ensuring Maritime Freedom: The region requires robust tracking mechanisms
to maintain a free and open Indo-Pacific.




Key Structural and Funding Challenges

Strategic Hesitation: The Quad systematically avoids naming China directly in
its official joint statements.

Funding Asymmetry: Dedicated capital flows heavily favor soft sectors like
health and climate over security infrastructure.

Civilian Constraints: Existing maritime and data-sharing integration is strictly
limited to non-military grade applications.

Institutional Deficit: The grouping continues to resist elevating its partnership
to a formal multilateral 2+2 ministerial format.

Way Forward

Backing Agenda with Capital: Member nations must bridge the massive
funding gap to convert stated targets into hard assets.

Leveraging Dual-Use Capabilities: Ensure that civilian data-sharing and
monitoring networks can easily transition to military-grade applications.
Institutionalising Core Dialogues: Elevate the grouping to dynamic foreign-
and-defense ministerial formats to enhance strategic cohesion.

The ultimate relevance of the Quad will not be settled by strategic nomenclature in
Washington, but by whether the grouping backs its security-heavy agenda with real
capital.

5. Vikram-1 Rocket Launch and Payloads (GS III: Space technology)

Context:

Skyroot Aerospace is preparing to launch Vikram-1, India’s first privately developed
orbital-class rocket. Scheduled between July 12 and August 4, the mission will carry
multiple innovative commercial payloads.

About the Vikram-1 Mission




It is India’s first private orbital launch vehicle developed by Skyroot Aerospace.
Total Payloads: The orbital rocket will carry six diverse commercial payloads.
Mission Goal: To provide emerging space companies a platform to test and scale
systems.

Key Technology Demonstration Payloads

SOLARAS: A nano-satellite developed by Graaha Space to demonstrate space
capabilities.

Dcubed Payload: An international payload from Germany testing orbital
technologies.

SCOPE: Skyroot's in-house payload designed to validate its mission technologies.
Embrace Robotic Arm: Developed by Cosmoserve Space to test soft-robotic
capture.

Debris Removal Tech: The robotic arm aims to advance in-orbit space
sustainability.

Unique Commemorative Payloads

Cosmic Bloom: Diamond jewellery mounted on an aluminium base plate by
Cosmos Diamonds.

Microart: An 18K gold miniature rocket holding tiny sculptures by Ajay Kumar
Mattewada.

Visionaries Honoured: Features Sir C.V. Raman, Dr. Vikram Sarabhai, and Dr.
A.PJ. Abdul Kalam.

Microscopic Precision: Each gold sculpture is significantly smaller than a grain
of rice.

Significance of the Mission

Private Sector Boost: It marks a major leap for India’s private space
entrepreneurship.

Rapid Development: Startups are successfully moving from concept to flight-
ready in months.

Cultural Integration: The mission uniquely blends scientific heritage with
modern space tech.

Vikram-1 represents a historic milestone, proving that India's private space sector is
ready to deliver advanced, commercially viable orbital missions.




