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1. "Algorithmic Negligence and Child Safety: MeitY vs Meta (GS Paper II: Governance & 

Social Justice) 

Context: 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) recently issued a stern notice to 

Meta, demanding the immediate removal of Instagram advertisements promoting Child Sexual 

Exploitative and Abuse Material (CSEAM). This action highlights escalating global concerns over 

the misuse of algorithmic social media platforms for circulating exploitative content. 

Why the Government Issued the Notice and Key Concerns 

• Investigations revealed that paid Instagram advertisements bypassed moderation filters 

and linked users to external platforms (like Telegram) to purchase CSEAM. 

• Deep concerns exist regarding the algorithmic amplification of sexually exploitative 

content for profit. 

• Meta's failure in pre-publication ad review raises severe questions about the efficacy of 

its automated AI detection tools. 

Intermediary Liability and Platform Accountability 

• Platforms earning ad revenue from illicit content cannot simply rely on the "safe 

harbour" intermediary immunity. 

• Social media giants must enforce strict community guidelines and proactively identify 

and block predatory elements.   

• Failure to observe mandated due diligence results in the forfeiture of legal exemptions 

for third-party content. 

Legal and Institutional Framework 

• IT Act, 2000: Section 67B strictly criminalizes the publishing or transmission of 

material depicting children in sexually explicit acts. 

• IT Rules, 2021: Mandates intermediaries to exercise rigorous due diligence and 

requires the removal of flagged content within 24 hours. 

• Child Protection Laws: The POCSO Act and oversight by the National Commission for 

Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) provide the statutory backbone for prosecuting child 

abuse. 

• Institutional Mechanisms: The National Cyber Crime Reporting Portal and the Indian 

Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C) handle dedicated reporting of such offences. 

Challenges in Combating Online Child Sexual Exploitation 

• Criminal networks constantly evolve tactics to hide among billions of users, successfully 

evading AI detection mechanisms. 

• Technological bottlenecks exist in scanning encrypted communications without 

simultaneously compromising user privacy. 

• Regulatory gaps and jurisdictional hurdles make cross-border tracking and enforcement 

challenging. 
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Significance for Digital Governance 

• Underscores the urgent necessity for responsible, AI-driven content moderation to 

prevent the monetization of illegal material. 

• Reaffirms the state’s commitment to prioritizing child rights and robust cybersecurity in 

an increasingly borderless digital sphere. 

Way Forward 

• Ensure stricter platform compliance through regular algorithmic safety audits. 

• Improve real-time monitoring mechanisms and deploy fail-proof AI moderation 

safeguards. 

• Foster inter-agency coordination and international cooperation (e.g., via Interpol) for 

swift cross-border domain blocking and prosecution. 

• Enhance public awareness and launch dedicated child online safety campaigns. 

Addressing digital crimes requires a nuanced, proactive governance model that decisively 

prioritizes child protection while carefully balancing digital innovation, user privacy, and 

freedom of expression. 

 

2. Emergency Gas Curbs Eased as LNG Shipments Normalise: Implications for India's 

Energy Security (GS Paper III - Infrastructure: Energy) 

Context:  

The Union Government has withdrawn most provisions of the Natural Gas (Supply Regulation) 

Order, 2026 following the resumption of LNG shipments through the Strait of Hormuz after the 

easing of geopolitical tensions in West Asia. 

About the Emergency Order & Energy Security 

• Managing energy security requires maintaining a resilient supply chain of hydrocarbons, 

mitigating risks arising from global maritime chokepoints, and deploying temporary 

domestic demand-side rationing during sudden supply shocks to protect core economic 

sectors. 

Key Data & Statistics on India's Energy Dependence 

• High Crude Import Reliance: India is the world’s third-largest oil importer and 

consumer, importing approximately 88% of its total crude oil requirements. 

• Substantial Gas Dependency: India relies on external imports to meet around half 

(50%) of its natural gas consumption needs. 

• Geographical Concentration: About 40–45% of India's crude oil imports and nearly 

65% of its Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) supplies originate from West Asia. 

• Chokepoint Vulnerability: A significant volume of India’s cleaner energy mix, 

particularly standard LNG cargoes from Qatar, is entirely exposed to transit disruptions 

through the narrow Strait of Hormuz. 

The Imperative Need for Emergency Controls: 
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• Insulating Vital Sectors from Shocks: Geopolitical escalations, like the US-Israeli 

strikes on Iran, threaten immediate inflows, necessitating government-directed priority 

lists to sustain critical utility sectors. 

• Countering Force Majeure Disruptions: Sudden localized hostilities prompt 

international suppliers to invoke force majeure clauses, legally halting contracted cargo 

deliveries and creating domestic deficits. 

• Preventing Cascading Fuel Deficits: Delays in critical energy corridors require 

temporary, state-enforced demand-side measures to prevent industrial hoarding and 

secure minimum buffer stocks. 

Key Emergency Measures Taken During the Crisis 

• Natural Gas Supply Regulation Order, 2026: Promulgated under the Essential 

Commodities Act, 1955, to mandate all domestic gas and imported LNG be sold via a 

government-drawn priority list. 

• Feedstock Diversion for LPG: Directed domestic refiners to maximize Liquefied 

Petroleum Gas (LPG) production by temporarily diverting critical feedstock away from 

petrochemical industries. 

• Bulk Consumer Fuel Restrictions: Imposed strict regulatory limits on diesel sales to 

bulk commercial consumers to manage national fuel inventories until shipping lanes 

stabilized. 

Key Structural Challenges Associated with India's Energy Assets 

• High Chokepoint Risk Exposure: Unlike crude oil, which can be re-routed via 

alternative ocean pathways, fixed natural gas shipping lines from specific West Asian 

facilities offer little mid-transit flexibility. 

• Contractual Vulnerability to Geopolitical Friction: India's heavy reliance on long-

term LNG supply agreements means its primary energy framework remains structurally 

vulnerable to regional hostilities in the Persian Gulf. 

• Stagnant Domestic Production: Suboptimal domestic gas exploration and exploitation 

leave the industrial and transport sectors heavily dependent on volatile spot-market or 

highly exposed import infrastructure. 

Way Forward 

• Diversifying Energy Import Geographies: Expand long-term LNG sourcing networks 

to non-Gulf regions, including North America, Africa, and Australia, to bypass West Asian 

chokepoints. 

• Expanding Strategic Reserves: Conceptualize and construct subterranean strategic gas 

storage facilities, mirroring India's Strategic Petroleum Reserves (SPRs), to provide a 

supply cushion during conflicts. 

• Accelerating Clean Energy Integration: Fast-track the adoption of domestic renewable 

energy alternatives and green hydrogen to systematically reduce long-term structural 

reliance on fossil fuel imports. 

• Enhancing Domestic Exploration: Incentivize deepwater and ultra-deepwater 

exploration through pricing and marketing freedoms to unlock domestic sedimentary 

basins. 



 

VISHNU IAS ACADEMY | UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC | OPTIONALS: ANTHROPOLOGY | PSIR | 
SOCIOLOGY 9000350939 

• Deepening Maritime International Cooperation: Partner with global naval forces to 

ensure freedom of navigation and secure open transit corridors across vital maritime 

chokepoints. 

While short-term regulatory interventions under the Essential Commodities Act effectively 

insulate core industries during brief crises, they underscore the inherent vulnerability of an 

import-dependent energy architecture. Ultimately, long-term energy security demands that 

India shift from temporary crisis management toward structural diversification, strategic 

reserve expansion, and resilient maritime supply chains in an increasingly uncertain geopolitical 

environment. 

 

3. Citizenship in India: Constitutional Mandates vs Legislative Shifts (GS Paper II - 

Constitutional Provisions & Judiciary) 

Context:  

A recent statement by the Ministry of External Affairs defining the Indian passport strictly as a 

"travel document" rather than a "citizenship document" has ignited intense legal debate over the 

shifting burden of proof regarding citizenship in India. 

About the Citizenship Debate 

• Defining citizenship requires balancing the plenary legislative powers of Parliament 

with the foundational constitutional tenets of equality, non-discrimination, and the 

protection of basic human personhood. 

Key Legal Provisions & Judicial Milestones 

• Constitutional Baseline: Articles 5 to 11 under Part II govern citizenship, with Article 

11 granting Parliament plenary power to regulate its acquisition and termination. 

• The Citizenship Act, 1955: Shifted India’s foundational legal baseline gradually from 

jus soli (birthplace) toward jus sanguinis (descent) via successive legislative 

amendments. 

• Assam Accord (Section 6A): Introduced distinct regulatory timelines for citizenship, 

which was formally upheld by the Supreme Court in October 2024. 

• ADR vs. Union of India (May 2026): Upheld the Election Commission of India's (ECI) 

authority to scrutinize citizenship status during Special Intensive Revisions of electoral 

rolls. 

• Sarbananda Sonowal Case (2005): Characterized unchecked cross-border migration 

as a form of external aggression against the state. 

The Imperative Need for Clear Citizenship Norms 

• Protecting Democratic Rights: Legal clarity ensures that bonafide residents are not 

arbitrarily disenfranchised or denied the statutory right to vote. 

• Securing Foundational Freedoms: Core constitutional protections and civil liberties 

under Article 19 are strictly limited to verified citizens of the state. 

• Preventing Statelessness Vacuums: Clear guidelines prevent individuals from being 

placed in an indefinite bureaucratic limbo without active legal recourse. 
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• Preserving Human Dignity: Clear institutional boundaries protect vulnerable groups 

from facing sudden administrative exclusion from civil society. 

Key Structural Challenges Associated with Verification 

• Shifting Burden of Proof: The legal onus has quietly transitioned from the state onto 

the individual to continuously prove their status. 

• Inadequacy of Standard Documentation: Mainstream official identity cards are legally 

categorized as limited documents (e.g., passport for travel, voter ID for prior 

registration). 

• Bureaucratic Vulnerability: Complex verification processes risk trapping genuine 

citizens within endless, opaque administrative and tribunal mazes. 

• Erosion of Jus Soli Principles: Progressive statutory amendments have made birth 

within the territory insufficient without proving parental legal status. 

Way Forward: 

• Codifying Conclusive Proof Standards: Establish clear, single-window legal 

documentation that serves as definitive and final evidence of citizenship status. 

• Harmonizing Parliament Powers with Basic Structure: Ensure all citizenship 

legislation complies with core tenets of secularism, non-discrimination, and Article 14. 

• Reforming Institutional Grievance Redressal: Build fast-track, transparent appellate 

bodies to quickly resolve identity disputes generated by executive revisions. 

• Institutionalizing ECI Safeguards: Streamline Election Commission scrutiny to avoid 

prolonged legal suspension of voting rights during routine roll updates. 

• Upholding Global Human Rights Conventions: Align domestic verification protocols 

with international standards that protect individuals from statutory statelessness. 

While the state possesses the sovereign authority to regulate its borders and verify its 

electorate, an over-reliance on documentary technicalities risks undermining the primacy of 

constitutional personhood. Ultimately, long-term democratic stability requires that India's 

citizenship norms remain anchored in the principles of equal protection, fairness, and 

institutional transparency, safely balancing national security with the right to have rights. 

 

4. India-Japan Summit 2026: Ring-Fencing Strategic Ties Amidst Global Turbulence (GS 

Paper II - Bilateral Groupings) 

Context:  

The recent official visit of Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi to India underscored a 

concerted effort to ring-fence bilateral ties from multilateral uncertainties, advancing an 

updated 'Free and Open Indo-Pacific' (FOIP) vision. 
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About the India-Japan Strategic Convergence 

• A diplomatic recalibration protecting core bilateral priorities—like energy and maritime 

security—from the fluctuating focus of broader multilateral groupings. 

Key Drivers & Global Uncertainties 

• U.S. Strategic Ambiguity: Diminishing U.S. interest in the Quad calls for more robust 

and independent regional anchors. 

• China's Assertiveness: Common apprehensions regarding unilateral actions in the 

South China and East China Seas demand close strategic coordination. 

• Energy Supply Disruptions: Tensions between the U.S., Israel, and Iran pose risks to 

crucial maritime energy transit routes in the Gulf. 

The Imperative Need for Ring-Fencing Bilateral Ties 

• Ensuring Energy Resilience: Protecting continuous Gulf energy flows is critical for the 

economic stability of both major Asian economies. 

• Enhancing Maritime Security: Developing robust naval platforms and surveillance is 

essential for shared Maritime Domain Awareness. 

• Strengthening Regional Interconnectivity: Linking Japan's investments in Bangladesh 

with India's Northeast boosts collective regional security. 

Key Initiatives & Agreements Signed 

• Comprehensive Accords: Sixteen agreements have been concluded to enhance 

collaboration in strategic and economic sectors. 

• Energy Transport Coordination: A specific joint statement has been issued regarding 

energy resilience to protect maritime value chains. 

• Updated FOIP Posture: A reaffirmed dedication to stability in the Indo-Pacific, 

propelled by direct bilateral cooperation. 

• Industrial Value Chain Integration: Linking strategic centers such as the Matarbari 

port to promote collective economic prosperity. 
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Way Forward 

• Deepening Defence Co-Production: Accelerating joint defense manufacturing under 

the "Make in India" initiative.   

• Expanding Economic Security: Operationalizing joint investments in critical sectors 

like semiconductors and AI.   

• Balancing Major Power Relations: Managing respective ties with the U.S. and China to 

avoid direct conflicts. 

• Enhancing Sub-Regional Groupings: Actively utilizing BIMSTEC and Bay of Bengal 

frameworks to outflank geopolitical bottlenecks. 

While multilateral forums face institutional fatigue, the revitalized India-Japan partnership 

demonstrates the resilience of strong bilateral anchors. Ultimately, by securing critical energy 

chains and deepening regional connectivity, both nations can effectively navigate global 

turbulence and sustain stability across the Indo-Pacific. 

 

5. New EPF Rules Notified Under the Code on Social Security: Implications and Concerns 

(GS Paper III - Inclusive Growth, GS Paper II - Welfare Schemes) 

Context:  

The Union Labour Ministry has notified fresh procedural rules for the EPF, EPS, and EDLI under 

the Code on Social Security, 2020, but the failure to revise outdated wage ceilings and minimum 

pension limits has disappointed stakeholders. 

About the New EPFO Notification 

• It is a procedural alignment of the Employees' Provident Fund framework with the 

enforced Code on Social Security, 2020, which subsumes nine previous labour laws. 

Key Data & Statistics on EPFO Pensioners 

• Massive Subscriber Base: The EPFO legal framework currently impacts a vast cohort of 

around eight crore active subscribers and their families. 

• Stagnant Minimum Pension: Out of 81.5 lakh pensioners, approximately 36.8 lakh still 

receive a meagre monthly pension of ₹1,000 or less. 

• Government Outlay: The government spends roughly ₹11,000 crore annually towards 

the EPS, with about ₹1,000 crore as grant-in-aid for the minimum pension component. 

The Imperative Need for Comprehensive Revisions 

• Adjusting to Inflation: The minimum monthly pension of ₹1,000 and the mandatory 

wage ceiling of ₹15,000 were fixed 12 years ago and desperately require an upward 

revision to reflect present realities.   

• Ensuring Meaningful Social Security: The current minimal pension payouts offer 

inadequate financial support to retiring members, weakening the fundamental purpose 

of the pension scheme. 
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Key Structural Challenges in the Current Framework 

• Exclusion from Full Coverage: Statutorily capping mandatory EPF and EPS 

contributions at the ₹15,000 wage ceiling restricts robust social security growth for 

those earning above this mark. 

• Perceived Fiscal Constraints: The government continues to stall decisions on raising 

minimum pensions due to the financial implications and institutional capacity of the 

fund. 

Way Forward 

• Revising Baseline Thresholds: Promptly revise the wage ceiling beyond ₹15,000 and 

increase the minimum monthly pension to align with current living costs and inflation. 

• Universalizing Pension Coverage: Restore the mandatory applicability of the EPS to all 

workers across the organized sector, regardless of their basic pay grade. 

• Collaborating with PFRDA: If the EPFO feels overburdened by administrative 

expansion, it should formulate tailored, complementary schemes in partnership with the 

Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA). 

• Expediting Claim Settlements: Continue to simplify and accelerate claim settlements 

through streamlined, digital-first dispute resolution mechanisms. 

While the notification of new EPF rules successfully achieves procedural continuity under the 

Code on Social Security, substantive welfare requires more than just administrative alignment. 

To guarantee a dignified post-retirement life for India's workforce, the government must 

decisively revise the outdated wage ceilings, significantly increase minimum pension thresholds, 

and broaden the overarching social safety net 

 

 


