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Date: (26-06-2026)

1. Venezuela Earthquake Disaster

Context:
A rare 7.2 and 7.5 magnitude "doublet earthquake" recently devastated
northern Venezuela, collapsing buildings in Caracas and causing significant

casualties.
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Location Analysis
o Geography: Situated in the northern region of South America, adjacent to the

Caribbean coastline and sharing borders with Colombia and Brazil.
» Affected Zones: The epicentres located to the west of Caracas have
significantly impacted Morén, San Felipe, and the state of La Guaira.

& www.vishnuias.com ) 9000350939



UPSC Daily Current Affairs
J VISHNU

\ ¥
*| A §=*

MODERN GURUKUL FOR CIVIL SERVICES

TGPSC G 11 UPSC - CSE | APPSG G 1

Tectonic Setting
» Plate Boundaries: Located at a complex transform boundary, the Caribbean
Plate moves laterally alongside the South American Plate.
e Fault Systems: Defined by a series of highly active strike-slip faults, such as
the Bocond and San Sebastian faults.

Earthquake Science
e Doublet Quakes: Two seismic events of similar energy that occur in close
temporal proximity (within seconds) and spatial vicinity.
» Shallow Focus: The depths ranging from 10 to 22 kilometers hindered the
dissipation of energy, resulting in intense shaking at the surface.

Physical Geography
» Soil Instability: The sediments located in the valleys surrounding Caracas
greatly intensified seismic waves.
» Geomorphology: Earthquake-triggered landslides occurred in mountainous
regions, whereas the saturated coastal soils were at risk of liquefaction.

Disaster Management Perspective
e The rapid deployment of international rescue teams, including those from the
UN, US, and India, was observed.
e The vulnerability of critical infrastructure was underscored by the closures of
airports and the suspension of metro services.
Socio-economic & Environmental Impact
e Impact: A minimum of 188 fatalities, extensive infrastructure breakdowns, and
power outages obstructing rescue operations.
» Economy: Severely damaged urban centers within a pre-existing vulnerable, oil-
dependent economy.
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Global & Indian Relevance

 Bilateral Relations: The relationship between India and Venezuela, particularly
in the realms of energy trade and the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM), has
propelled India's rapid engagement in disaster diplomacy under the principle
of "Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam."

 Insights for India: The high-risk Zone V areas in India necessitate the
immediate and rigorous implementation of the National Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA) guidelines and Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) codes.

Way Forward
e Resilience: Integrate urban planning with the Sendai Framework to develop
infrastructure that can withstand earthquakes.
e Technology: Employ GIS and remote sensing technologies for micro-zonation
and to enhance community capacity building.

2. Mandesh Biodiversity Rediscovered

Context:

e Recently, a community-led wildlife survey in Maharashtra’s drought-
prone Kiraksal village (Satara) successfully documented over 600
species. This initiative highlights the ecological richness of semi-arid
landscapes historically misclassified as barren 'wastelands'

Ecological Significance (Geography & Environment)
» Rich Biodiversity: The survey recorded 606 species, including the Indian grey
wolf, Bengal fox, and striped hyena.
» Crucial Habitats: Identified active breeding dens and rendezvous sites in Dambi
Hills and scrub forests.
e Revaluing Ecosystems: Proves colonial-classified ‘wastelands' are actually
ecologically vital Open Natural Ecosystems (ONEs).
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Community-Led Conservation Approach
e Capacity Building: Local youth were trained in GIS mapping and camera-
trapping techniques.
e Harnessing Indigenous Knowledge: Former hunters utilized their terrain
expertise to help biologists track wildlife.
e Tri-System Governance: Locals self-imposed kurhad bandi (axe ban), shikar
bandi (hunting ban), and vanva bandi (forest fire ban).
Governance and Way Forward
e Ecological Awareness: Project sensitized villagers about food chain
importance, transforming them into wildlife guardians.
e Proposed Protected Area: A proposal seeks to declare 4,793 hectares across
23 villages as the "Mandesh Conservation Reserve".
e |egal Protection: Aims to legally shield continuous natural clusters (Kiraksal,
Kukudwad, and Kaledhon) under the Wildlife Protection Act.

3. Human-Centric Al Governance

Context:

The Al revolution presents unprecedented opportunities for inclusive development,
but its rapid advancement raises profound ethical, socio-economic, and security
dilemmas, necessitating a human-centric global regulatory framework.

Transformative Potential (GS-3: Science & Tech)
» Healthcare & Welfare: Enables early cancer screening, robotic nursing, and
precise targeting of economic aid to the marginalized.
e Environmental Sustainability: Enhances climate monitoring, weather
forecasting, and disaster response models.
» Efficiency: Automates tedious tasks, democratizing access to education and
essential public services.

& www.vishnuias.com ) 9000350939



UPSC Daily Current Affairs
J VISHNU

\ ¥
*| A §=*

MODERN GURUKUL FOR CIVIL SERVICES

TGPSC G 1] UPSC - CSE | APPSC G 1

Ethical & Socio-Economic Concerns (GS-1& GS-4)
» Existential Threat to Humanity: Replicating cognitive skills threatens to replace
human intuition and emotional dignity with mere functional efficiency.
o Labour Disruption: Prolonged job market volatility risks creating a marginalized
"useless class", triggering a global epidemic of stress.
» Moral Vacuum: Thinkers warn against the "idolatry of profit" that reduces the
mystery of the human person into mere data points.
Security & Sovereignty Threats (GS-2 & GS-3)
» Democratic Risks: Vulnerabilities include data privacy breaches, electoral
manipulation, and proliferation of misinformation.
» Militarization: The ominous potential of super-intelligent weapons systems going
rogue without a "kill switch".
 Digital Sovereignty: Unregulated tech monopolies threaten the strategic
autonomy and national security of nation-states.

Way Forward: Ethical Al Governance

¢ Human-Centric Approach: Al deployment must be anchored in human
dignity, preserving our affective, relational, and spiritual capabilities.

e -Binding Global Regulation: PM Modi (India-Al Summit 2026) emphasized
shifting from voluntary commitments to a robust, enforceable
international framework.

e Democratizing Access: Global cooperation must build a trustworthy,
shared Al ecosystem to prevent technological apartheid.

4.1975 Emergency: Lessons and Legacy

Context:

The NCERT has introduced the 1975 National Emergency in its Class 9 textbook,
coinciding with its 50th anniversary, alongside chapters highlighting women's
political participation and contemporary threats to Indian democracy.
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Constitutional Dynamics of the Emergency (GS-Il)
 Article 352 Application: Imposed originally on grounds of "internal disturbance,"
which was later replaced by "armed rebellion" via the 44th Amendment Act
(1978) to prevent misuse.
e Suspension of Rights: Highlighted the severe impact of Articles 358
(suspension of Article 19) and 359 (suspension of enforcement of other
Fundamental Rights).

Lessons for Indian Democracy
« Institutional Fragility: The era exposed critical vulnerabilities in systemic checks
and balances, judicial independence, and press freedom.
» Democratic Resilience: JP Narayan's mass mobilization and the 1977 elections
reaffirmed constitutional morality and the ultimate power of the ballot.

Women's Political Participation
» Universal Adult Suffrage: Unlike Western nations, India granted immediate voting
rights, though social prejudices continue to hinder equitable participation.
» Decentralised Empowerment: Bridging the gender gap requires robust
institutional interventions, as seen in the 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments ensuring local body reservations.

Contemporary Challenges to Democracy
e Information Integrity: Modern democratic processes face severe threats from the
rapid spread of fake news and digital misinformation.
» Socio-Economic Cleavages: Deep-rooted issues like poverty, regionalism, social
discrimination, and gender inequality continue to obstruct inclusive democratic
practices.
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5. MSMEs and Viksit Bharat 2047

Context:
The fifth Hindu BusinessLine MSME Growth Conclave highlighted the pivotal
role of MSMEs in realising India’s "Viksit Bharat 2047" vision, stressing a shift

from low-cost manufacturing to technology-driven innovation.

MSMEs and Viksit Bharat
e Economic Backbone: MSMEs are indispensable for boosting per-capita
income, inclusive employment, and export-led growth.
» Agile Growth Engines: Their inherent operational agility makes them critical
for achieving the $32 trillion economy target.

Moving Up the Value Chain
e Structural Transformation: Policy must drive the shift from "Made in India" to
"Designed, Engineered, and Owned in India".
» Niche Capabilities: Competing globally requires transitioning from low-cost
mass production to high-value specialised manufacturing.

Intellectual Property (IP) & Innovation
» Indigenous Creation: Prioritising sovereign IP and proprietary technologies
over replicating foreign manufacturing models.
» R&D Commercialisation: Fostering start-ups and technology
commercialisation to build robust global assets.
Electronics Manufacturing
» Ecosystem Expansion: High-growth opportunities are rapidly emerging in
telecom, automotive, defence, and semiconductor sectors.
e China Plus One Strategy: Competing effectively demands a focus on quality,
design, and trusted supply chains over cheap labour.
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Al Integration in MSMEs
e Productivity Multiplier: Artificial Intelligence acts as a catalyst to
optimise supply chains without escalating operational costs.
» Digital Ecosystem: Robust policy support is needed for data
infrastructure, financing, and seamless Al adoption.
Skill Development
e Bridging the Gap: Realigning academic curricula with dynamic industry
demands is crucial for future-readiness.
o Collaborative Upskilling: Strong industry-academia synergy is needed
to train talent in advanced digital and Al competencies.
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