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1. Guardian of the Blue Horizon: India—Seychelles Partnership Redefined

Context:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the 50th National Day celebrations of
Seychelles as the Guest of Honour, engaging in extensive bilateral discussions with President
Patrick Herminie to promote mutual regional interests.

Indian

Background/Context

Rooted deeply in shared Indian Ocean history.

India established as a trusted development partner.

Serves as a strategic gateway to East Africa.

Naturally aligned with India's broader Indo-Pacific strategy.

Key Highlights of the Visit

Unveiled 19 comprehensive bilateral outcome agreements.
Signed critical space cooperation and extradition treaties.

PM addressed the Seychelles National Assembly directly.
Conferred the prestigious 'Guardian of the Blue Horizon' award.

Strategic Significance for India

Acts as a core pillar of India’s SAGAR vision.

Secures critical Indian Ocean Region (IOR) sea lanes.

Enhances India's regional influence and military diplomacy.
Promotes strategic partnerships defined by mutual respect, not size.

Maritime & Security Dimension

Gifted a fast patrol vessel for maritime security.

Donated 10 utility vehicles and 5 Laser Radial boats.

Upgraded Dornier reconnaissance aircraft with a glass cockpit.
Successfully completed the refit of Coast Guard's PS Zoroaster.

Economic & Development Cooperation

e Extended an umbrella Exim Bank Line of Credit.
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e Advanced UPI-based digital public infrastructure integration.
e Initiated preparations for building a new National Hospital.
e Boosted technology, agriculture, and industrial connectivity.

Climate & Blue Economy Dimension

Championed sustainable Blue Economy resource utilization.

Highlighted acute vulnerabilities of Small Island Developing States (SIDS).
Advocated firmly for equitable and responsible climate justice.

Pledged joint support to protect fragile marine ecosystems.

Global South & Diplomatic Significance

Solidified India's leadership role for the Global South.

Promoted equitable developmental goals for island nations.
Showcased camaraderie via Indian armed forces parade participation.
Amplified developing nations' geopolitical interests on the global stage.

Challenges/Concerns

Accelerating climate impacts on highly vulnerable coastlines.
Financing green infrastructure and sustainable energy transitions.
Combating non-traditional regional maritime security threats.
Navigating complex geopolitical competition across the IOR.

Way Forward

Transform the Indian Ocean into an "Ocean of Opportunity.”
Expand continuous regional maritime capacity-building initiatives.
Drive digital connectivity and equitable technology-led growth.
Sustain global advocacy for absolute fairness in climate action.

2. Constitutionalizing Al Governance: Safeguarding Rights and Democracy

Context:

Rapid, unregulated Artificial Intelligence (Al) expansion poses an existential crisis to human
dignity, individual autonomy, and sovereign democratic stability, demanding a swift
transition from abstract ethical promises to robust, legally binding constitutional governance
frameworks.

Al Governance & Fundamental Rights

e Rights-Based Architecture: Prioritizes absolute individual digital autonomy, ensuring
citizens hold unalienable legal ownership over their personal data.
Coded Discrimination Protections: Shields fundamental constitutional rights to
equality against structural algorithmic bias in employment, credit, and healthcare.
Human-in-the-Loop Accountability: Mandates definitive human oversight and legal
responsibility whenever automated systems make critical, life-altering allocations.
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¢ New Constitutional Dimension: Establishes an unmanipulated information
ecosystem as a core pillar of the fundamental right to life.

Al, Democracy & National Security

e Preserving Electoral Integrity: Counteracts hyper-realistic synthetic deepfakes
weaponized to suppress turnout and break public institutional trust.
Asymmetric Information Warfare: Insulates pluralistic democracies from highly
targeted, Al-driven psychological operations deployed by adversarial nation-states.
Algorithmic Polarization Defenses: Controls corporate optimization models that
systematically prioritize sensationalism and outrage to maximize quarterly profits.
Early-Warning Strategic Detection: Links state security, fact-checkers, and ethical
hackers to neutralize coordinated foreign disinformation before virality.

Platform Accountability & Literacy

e Ending Safe-Harbor Immunities: Revokes absolute statutory shields for large
technology monopolies capitalizing on destabilizing algorithmic engagement.
Mandated Structural Transparency: Compels tech platforms to open their
proprietary recommendation engines to comprehensive, independent public audits.
Safeguarding Free Speech: Focuses regulation tightly on automated bot distribution
networks rather than heavy-handed policing of personal ideology.

Building Cognitive Resilience: Deploys massive, state-backed media literacy
campaigns across schools and rural centers to flag digital manipulation.

3. Tracing Trust: India’s Risk-Based Drug Regulation Shift

Context:

The Health Ministry’s expansion of Schedule H2 from top brands to critical therapeutic
classes marks a pivotal shift toward risk-based drug regulation in India. This QR-code
traceability framework strengthens supply-chain integrity, combating counterfeit medicines
and reinforcing India’s global pharmaceutical credibility.

Regulatory Reforms & Governance (GS-II)

e Risk-Based Oversight: Moving beyond revenue-focused rules, this ensures stricter
monitoring of highly vulnerable drug classes.
Meaningful Enforcement: Backed by the Jan Vishwas Act 2026, the policy penalizes
substantial violations while decriminalizing minor procedural lapses.
Ease of Doing Business: Rationalizing the compliance burden reduces red tape and
mitigates the risk of discretionary corruption.

Public Health & Internal Security (GS-Ill)

e Combating Counterfeits: The track-and-trace mechanism directly targets the fake
vaccine and anti-cancer medicine networks.
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Tackling AMR: Eliminating substandard antibiotics prevents sub-therapeutic dosing, a
major driver of India's high Antimicrobial Resistance rates.

Securing Supply Chains: Better monitoring prevents medicinal opioids and
psychotropic substances from leaking into illicit markets.

Digital Governance Challenges

e Interoperable Infrastructure: Success relies on real-time, state-managed databases
accessible to regulators and pharmacists nationwide.
MSME Strain: Mandatory IT integration and new packaging requirements will
financially strain smaller manufacturers.
Data Privacy: Handling sensitive prescription data demands a robust digital
governance layer that currently does not exist.

Way Forward

e Capacity Building for MSMEs: Provide targeted financial and technical support to
smaller manufacturers to ensure seamless QR-code and IT integration.
Robust Data Protection Layer: Institutionalize a secure digital governance framework
to protect sensitive prescription and patient data from misuse.
Behavioral Nudges & Awareness: Launch nationwide campaigns encouraging both
pharmacists and consumers to habitually scan and verify medicines before purchase.

4. From Missiles to Living Root Bridges: India’s Dual Path of Self-Reliance

Context:

Prime Minister Modi recently highlighted India’s rapid strides in defence indigenisation,
transitioning from import dependency to self-reliance. The address also emphasized
resource austerity amid the West Asia crisis and lauded grassroots biodiversity conservation
efforts.

Defence Indigenisation Ecosystem (GS-lll)

e Strategic Autonomy: Achieving self-reliance reduces import dependency and
insulates India from global supply chain shocks.
Private Sector Role: Ecosystem expansion boosts MSMEs, drives technology transfer,
and generates substantial employment.

Aerospace & Missile Capabilities

e C-295 Programme: Tata Advanced Systems
and Airbus have launched India’s first
private military aircraft manufacturing line
in Gujarat.

LRLACM Development: DRDO's successful
test of the indigenous Long-Range Land-

www.vishnuias.com UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC Optional: Anthropology | PSIR | Sociology Call: 9000400939


http://www.vishnuias.com/

Attack Cruise Missile secures precision strike capabilities.

Naval Modernisation

¢ Indigenous Platforms: The induction of entirely home-built warships like INS
Dunagiri, INS Shanshak, and INS Agrya.

Maritime Security: Bolsters indigenous shipbuilding capacity to secure the Indian
Ocean Region effectively.

Environment & Biodiversity Conservation

e Living Root Bridges: Meghalaya’s unigue community bioengineering models are
currently seeking UNESCO World Heritage status.

Hargila (Greater Adjutant): Purnima Devi Barman’s community-led model in Assam
protects this endangered stork species.

Way Forward

¢ R&D Investment: Increase funding for DRDO and private players to sustain
indigenous technological advancements.

Ecosystem Integration: Further integrate MSMEs into global defence supply chains to
boost export competitiveness.

Community Conservation: Replicate successful grassroots ecological models like the
Hargila army across other biodiversity hotspots.

5. Silent Emergency: India’s Double Burden of Malnutrition

Context:

Recent NFHS-6 (2023-24) data highlights a silent public health emergency, exposing a severe
rise in adult obesity and high blood sugar across urban and rural demographics. This urgent
crisis in adolescent malnutrition threatens India's human capital, demanding immediate
school-level interventions.

Double Burden & NCDs (GS-1l & Ill)

e Thin-Fat Phenotype: CNNS notes stunted children carrying dangerous metabolic risks
and adult-level triglycerides.

Lifestyle Crisis: Rising adolescent obesity drives early-onset Type-2 diabetes,
hypertension, and future healthcare burdens.

Rural Spread: Sedentary behaviors and poor diets now heavily impact rural
communities alongside urban ones.

UPFs & Food Environment Threat

e Surging Consumption: WHO notes India’s Ultra-Processed Foods (UPF) consumption
is growing over 13.7% annually.
Nutritional Deficit: Dietary Guidelines for Indians 2024 reveal severe inadequacy in
protein and protective vegetable intake.

www.vishnuias.com UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC Optional: Anthropology | PSIR | Sociology Call: 9000400939


http://www.vishnuias.com/

e HFSS Foods: High Fat, Sugar, and Salt (HFSS) diets are rapidly replacing balanced
traditional meals.

Schools as Governance Platforms

e Nutrition Literacy: Shift to skill-based learning like reading food labels and
understanding marketing tactics.
Active Zones: Mandate structured physical activities to counter screen-heavy,
sedentary habits effectively.
UPF-Free Campuses: Transform canteens and midday meals by eliminating sugary
beverages entirely.

Way Forward

e LFOF Initiative: Scale ICMR-NIN’s "Let’s Fix Our Food" for evidence-based policy and
youth empowerment.
Regulatory Action: Implement strict HFSS advertising regulations and tax unhealthy
beverages to curb consumption.
Preventive Focus: Protect the demographic dividend by making schools core public
health promoting institutions.
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