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March - 2026 

Telangana Current Affairs 
 

1. Telangana Assembly Passes Appropriation Bill 2026 

Context: 

The Telangana Legislative Assembly has formally approved the Appropriation Bill for 2026, 

thereby establishing the financial framework for the fiscal year 2026-27. Dubbed the 

"People’s Budget," this bill highlights the importance of universal welfare, urban 

sustainability, and strict fiscal discipline. 

I. Key Highlights of the Budget: 

• Emphasis on comprehensive welfare coverage, with the objective of incorporating 

every household into state support programs. 

• Proposal to enhance the allocation for employee retirement benefits from ₹700 

crore to ₹1,000 crore monthly. 

• Fiscal deficit sustained at 2.8%, remaining within the FRBM limit of 3%. 

II. Urban Development and Sustainability Vision: 

• Aiming to transform Hyderabad into a global, livable, and high-mobility city. 

• Initiatives for a "Future City" and a shift towards a net-zero urban ecosystem. 

• Measures include: 

o Expansion of electric buses 

o Retrofitting diesel/petrol autos into electric vehicles. 

III. Centre–State Issues and Federal Concerns: 

• Opposition to the substitution of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 

Guarantee Scheme with alternative frameworks managed by the Centre. 

• Call for equitable fund distribution and prompt release of matching grants for 

Centrally Sponsored Schemes. 

• Criticism regarding perceived discriminatory treatment of states not governed by 

the BJP. 

IV. Irrigation Projects and National Status Demand: 

• Renewed efforts are being made to secure national project status for the Palamuru-

Rangareddy Lift Irrigation Scheme. 

• A comparison is made with the Polavaram Project, which has received national 

recognition. 

• The revival of the Pranahita-Chevella Project at Thummidihatti is also noted. 

V. Key Legislations Passed: 

• Telangana Gig Workers Bill, 2026: This legislation provides social security, 

mandates registration, and establishes a welfare board for gig workers, benefiting 

approximately 4 lakh individuals. 

• Telangana Advocates Protection Bill, 2026: This bill guarantees safety, dignity, 

and legal protections for advocates. 
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• Telangana VAT (Amendment) Bill, 2026: This amendment incorporates Reliance 

BP Mobility Limited into the VAT framework. 

VI. Significance for Governance: 

• This reflects a governance model that is both welfare-oriented and fiscally 

responsible. 

• It emphasizes urban transformation and green mobility as key future priorities. 

• Additionally, it raises significant concerns regarding cooperative federalism and the 

equitable distribution of resources. 

 

2. Telangana Parental Support Bill, 2026: Strengthening Elderly Welfare 

Context: 

The Employees Accountability and Monitoring of Parental Support Bill, 2026 was approved 

by the Telangana Assembly to tackle the increasing instances of neglect towards elderly 

parents in light of evolving family dynamics. 

I. Core Provisions of the Bill: 

• Mandatory enforcement of financial support for elderly parents by their employed 

children. 

• A deduction of ₹10,000 or 15% of the salary (whichever is lower) will be applied in 

instances of verified neglect. 

• The deducted amount will be directly transferred to the bank accounts of the 

parents. 

II. Rationale Behind the Legislation: 

• This legislation addresses the shortcomings in the enforcement of existing laws, 

such as the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007. 

• It responds to the decline of the joint family system and the increase in nuclear 

families. 

• The aim is to ensure social justice and uphold the dignity of senior citizens. 

III. Key Observations by Leadership: 

• Revanth Reddy highlighted the moral and social obligations towards parents. 

• He pointed out real-life examples, such as that of Vijaypat Singhania, to illustrate the 

dangers of neglect. 

• He asserted that both sons and daughters share equal responsibility in caring for 

their parents. 

IV. Significance for Society and Governance: 

• This bill reinforces family-oriented welfare mechanisms in conjunction with legal 

protections. 

• It signifies a transition towards state involvement in private familial duties. 

• This is crucial for understanding social justice, elderly care, and governance reforms 

in Telangana. 
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3. Telangana Gig Workers Bill, 2026: Regulating the Platform Economy 

Context: 

The government of Telangana has introduced the Platform-Based Gig Workers Bill, 2026, 

aimed at regulating digital labor platforms and providing social security for gig workers. 

I. Key Provisions of the Legislation: 

• Statutory acknowledgment of gig workers within the platform economy. 

• Formation of a Welfare Board tasked with registration, oversight, and benefit 

distribution. 

• Provision of unique identification numbers to every registered gig worker. 

II. Social Security and Welfare Initiatives: 

• Establishment of a Welfare Fund supported by: 

o 1–2% levy on aggregator payments 

o Supplementary transaction-based welfare charge 

• Coverage encompasses: 

o Insurance 

o Pension 

o Maternity benefits 

III. Regulation of Gig Platforms: 

• Mandatory electronic returns on a quarterly basis by aggregators. 

• Provision for standardized remuneration rates across various gig work categories. 

• Ensures: 

o Transparency in payments and deductions. 

o Non-discriminatory practices in algorithms. 

o Informed consent from workers. 

IV. Grievance Redressal and Penalties: 

• Creation of grievance redressal mechanisms at both platform and state levels. 

• Imposition of strict penalties for non-compliance: 

• ₹50,000 for the first offence, escalating fines for subsequent violations. 

• Up to five times the due amount for ongoing defaults. 

V. Significance: 

• Represents a transition towards the formalization of the gig economy. 

• Strikes a balance between innovation and the protection of labor rights and social 

welfare. 

• Crucial for the TGPSC in the context of labor reforms, the digital economy, and 

governance related to welfare. 

 

 

4. Telangana Hate Speech & Hate Crimes Bill, 2026: Strengthening Social Harmony 

Context: 

The Telangana Assembly has put forth the Hate Speech and Hate Crimes (Prevention) Bill, 

2026, aimed at tackling the increasing occurrences of hate speech, particularly on digital 

platforms, while also providing a more robust legal deterrent. 
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I. Key Features of the Bill: 

• Defines hate speech as any form of expression (oral, written, digital, or symbolic) 

that incites hatred or discord. 

• Addresses prejudicial bases such as religion, caste, race, gender, sexual orientation, 

language, disability, and tribe. 

• Offences are categorized as cognisable and non-bailable. 

II. Punishments and Penalties: 

• Hate Crime: 1–7 years of imprisonment + ₹50,000 fine 

• Repeat Offences: 2–10 years of imprisonment + ₹1,00,000 fine 

• The increased penalties illustrate a legal strategy focused on deterrence. 

III. Accountability and Institutional Liability: 

• Extends liability to organizations and institutions, including those in positions of 

responsibility. 

• Acknowledges collective accountability in instances of organized hate propagation. 

IV. Victim Protection and Compensation: 

• Courts are authorized to provide appropriate compensation that reflects the 

severity of the harm inflicted. 

• Emphasis is placed on restorative justice in conjunction with punitive actions. 

V. Rationale and Significance: 

• This approach tackles the shortcomings present in current legal frameworks, such 

as the Indian Penal Code, in relation to hate crimes. 

• It also addresses the increasing exploitation of social media platforms for the 

dissemination of hate. 

• This is essential for the TGPSC in the context of internal security, social justice, and 

governance reforms. 

 

5. Telangana Budget 2026–27: Infrastructure Push and Sectoral Investments 

Context: 

The Telangana Budget for the fiscal year 2026–27 highlights the importance of expanding 

infrastructure, enhancing irrigation systems, and advancing digital governance through 

specific sectoral funding. This budget demonstrates a well-rounded strategy aimed at 

fostering economic growth, improving public service delivery, and promoting technological 

modernization. 

I. Irrigation and Rural Development: 

• ₹1,101.92 crore has been allocated to the Narayanapet-Kodangal Lift Irrigation 

Scheme. 

• The initiative aims to irrigate approximately 1 lakh acres in areas prone to drought. 

II. Infrastructure and Public Buildings: 

• ₹100 crore has been designated for both revenue buildings and mandal office 

complexes. 



 

 
VISHNU IAS ACADEMY | UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC | Optional: ANTHROPOLOGY | SOCIOLOGY | PSIR 9000350939 

5 

• Additionally, ₹100 crore is allocated for the construction of a new Osmania General 

Hospital building. 

• The focus is on transitioning government offices from rented spaces to owned 

facilities. 

III. Digital Governance and Technology: 

• ₹100 crore is earmarked for the modernization of the State Data Centre (SDC) 

located in Gachibowli. 

• Furthermore, ₹25 crore is allocated for initiatives based on artificial intelligence in 

governance. 

• An additional ₹25 crore is set aside for enhancing digital communication systems. 

IV. Industrial and Agricultural Promotion: 

• ₹30 crore is allocated for industrial incentives, while ₹25 crore is designated for the 

Investment Support Cell. 

• Moreover, ₹25 crore is dedicated to promoting organic and natural farming 

practices. 

V. Significance: 

• This plan underscores a strategy focused on infrastructure-led growth. 

• It integrates technological advancements with governance reforms. 

• This is particularly significant for the TGPSC in relation to economic development, 

irrigation, and e-governance themes. 

 

6. Telangana’s Economic Growth: Rising Per Capita Income and GSDP Performance 

Context: 

Telangana has observed a notable increase in per capita income and overall economic 

development during the fiscal year 2025–26. The state consistently exceeds national 

averages, demonstrating robust economic momentum following its formation. 

I. Per Capita Income Trends: 

• Per capita income has risen to ₹4,18,931, an increase from ₹3,80,031 (2025–26). 

• This represents a growth rate of 10.2%, which is nearly 1.9 times the national 

average of approximately ₹2.19 lakh. 

• Since its establishment in 2014–15, income has surged by 237.56%. 

II. GSDP Growth Performance: 

• The Gross State Domestic Product (GSDP) is estimated to be ₹17.82 lakh crore. 

• The annual growth rate stands at 10.7%, surpassing the national growth rate of 

around 8%. 

• Telangana accounts for about 5% of India’s GDP. 

III. Drivers of Growth: 

• There has been significant expansion in the services, IT, and industrial sectors. 

• Robust urbanization and infrastructure development, particularly in Hyderabad, 

have been observed. 

• The state has implemented proactive policies and investment support mechanisms. 
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IV. Significance: 

• These trends indicate elevated income levels and economic resilience. 

• They also highlight the growing disparity between state and national income. 

• This information is crucial for the Telangana State Planning Commission (TGPSC) in 

relation to economic development, regional disparities, and growth indicators. 

 

7. Telangana’s Export Surge: US as Key Market 

Context: 

In the fiscal year 2024–25, Telangana has experienced a significant increase in 

merchandise exports, with the United States remaining its primary export market. 

Additionally, the State has enhanced its position in national export and logistics rankings. 

I. Robust Export Expansion: 

• In the fiscal year 2024–25, Telangana's merchandise exports reached ₹1.61 lakh 

crore, marking a significant increase of 39.3% compared to the previous year.  

• This remarkable growth positioned the State as the 7th largest exporter in India, 

underscoring its developing industrial and manufacturing sector. 

II. Preeminence of the US Market: 

• The United States represented 23.64% of Telangana's total exports, establishing it 

as the primary market.  

• Following closely were the United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia, highlighting the 

strong trade relationships with both Western and Middle Eastern nations. 

III. Transition Towards High-Tech Exports: 

• A notable development is the surge in exports of aircraft and spacecraft 

components, which have surpassed traditional industries like pharmaceuticals and 

organic chemicals.  

• This trend indicates Telangana's shift towards advanced manufacturing and 

technology-oriented exports. 

IV. Export Diversification and Reach: The State has exported approximately 95 ITC-HS 

commodities to more than 200 countries, including notable nations such as China, France, 

the United Kingdom, Turkey, Bangladesh, and Kuwait—illustrating a wide-ranging and 

diversified export network. 

V. Regional Concentration of Exports: Exports are predominantly concentrated in 

several districts—Rangareddy, Medchal-Malkajgiri, Sangareddy, Hyderabad, and 

Mahabubnagar—which collectively account for over 90% of the total export value, 

underscoring the phenomenon of regional industrial clustering. 

VI. Performance in National Indices: Telangana achieved the 8th position in the Export 

Preparedness Index 2024 published by NITI Aayog and was classified as an ‘Achiever’ in 

the LEADS 2024 report, indicating advancements in logistics and export infrastructure. 

Telangana’s export trajectory underscores its growing integration with global markets, 

diversification into high-value sectors, and strengthening logistics ecosystem—positioning 

it as a key contributor to India’s export growth. 
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8. Telangana’s Global Ambition: The ₹1,224 Crore Tourism Overhaul 

Context: 

With an ambitious vision to establish the state as a leading global destination, the 

Telangana government has announced a substantial budget allocation of ₹1,224 crore for 

the 2026–27 fiscal year. This financial investment serves as the foundation of the 

Telangana Tourism Policy 2025–2030, a detailed strategy aimed at showcasing the state’s 

heritage, culture, and contemporary infrastructure on an international platform. 

I. The 2025–2030 Policy Framework: 

The newly implemented policy signifies a strategic transition from conventional 

sightseeing to a model focused on high-growth investments. By fostering a conducive 

environment for the private sector, the government has successfully attracted investment 

proposals that surpass ₹25,000 crore. 

Core Objectives: 

• Global Branding: Promoting Telangana’s distinctive arts and traditions to global 

markets. 

• Employment Hub: Leveraging tourism as a means for extensive job creation within 

the hospitality and service industries. 

• Infrastructure Innovation: Introducing contemporary experiences such as heli-

tourism—particularly along the Srisailam route—and rejuvenating urban 

landmarks like the double-decker bus fleet in the capital. 

II. Strategic Fiscal Highlights: 

Sector Component Allocation/Impact 
Annual Budgetary Outlay ₹1,224 Crore 

Private Investment Pipeline ₹25,000 Crore+ 
Key Focus Areas Heli-tourism, Cultural Heritage, Urban Connectivity 
Policy Duration 2025 – 2030 

 

III. Emerging Trends & Developments: 

Beyond the financial statements, the state is broadening its tourism offerings to encompass 

specialized experiences that appeal to contemporary travelers. 

• Heli-Tourism: The introduction of aerial connectivity to Srisailam marks a shift 

towards upscale pilgrimage and leisure travel, minimizing travel durations and 

enhancing the state's premium offerings. 

• Urban Heritage: The Telangana Tourism Development Corporation (TGTDC) is 

proactively working to increase its fleet of double-decker buses, ensuring that the 

capital's history remains both accessible and captivating for urban adventurers. 

• Sustainable Integration: The tourism initiative aligns with wider environmental 

objectives, such as the "Net-Zero" city projects, guaranteeing that development does 

not compromise the state's ecological integrity. 

The effectiveness of the 2025–2030 policy relies on the smooth amalgamation of public 

financing with private sector creativity. By prioritizing "comprehensive development," 

Telangana is transcending local boundaries to rival established global tourism destinations. 
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9. Praja Palana, Pragati Pranalika: Redefining Governance Through Direct Outreach 

Context: 

The Telangana government's ambitious initiative, 'Praja Palana, Pragati Pranalika', which 

spans 99 days, has successfully reached its initial significant milestone, showcasing a 

transition towards proactive governance and community development. By incorporating 

file clearance, public sanitation, and direct welfare transfers, this initiative seeks to close 

the divide between the State Secretariat and the ordinary citizen. 

I. Administrative Efficiency: The ‘File Clearance’ Milestone 

In a significant effort to combat bureaucratic delays, the government processed 106,598 

files in the initial ten days of the initiative. This extensive clearance of documents, which 

encompasses both village and state levels, demonstrates a dedication to "Responsive 

Administration."  

                     Additionally, more than 185,000 office spaces and government facilities were 

sanitized, highlighting the importance of a professional and clean working environment 

throughout all levels of governance. 

II. Massive Sanitation Drive and Public Participation: 

The initiative experienced an unparalleled level of public-civic collaboration: 

• Scope of Operations: Sanitation efforts encompassed 12,760 gram panchayats and 

135 municipalities. 

• Human Resources: More than 2.1 million individuals, comprising Self-Help Groups 

(SHGs), NGOs, and volunteers, took part. 

• Outcome: Around 455.14 tonnes of solid waste were eliminated, in addition to the 

cleaning of Overhead Service Reservoirs (OHSRs) to guarantee safe drinking water. 

 

III. Welfare and Infrastructure Landmarks: 

The initiative extends beyond mere cleanliness; it acts as a conduit for the state's primary 

developmental and agricultural objectives: 

• Rythu Bharosa: An impressive ₹3,500 crore was deposited directly into the bank 

accounts of 70 lakh farmers, representing a notable milestone in Direct Benefit 

Transfer (DBT). 

• Agro-Industrial Advancement: The launch of a ₹300 crore palm oil processing 

facility at Narmetta (Siddipet) highlights the state's commitment to crop 

diversification and value enhancement. 

• Urban Connectivity: Groundwork was initiated for the Radial Road-2 interchange 

at Budvel, alongside the opening of the Eco Hill Park at Kothwalguda, harmonizing 

infrastructure development with ecological conservation. 

IV. Executive Summary: 

Feature Key Data Point 
Program Duration 99 Days 

File Clearance 1.06 Lakh+ files in 10 days 
Waste Removal 455.14 Tonnes (Solid Waste) 



 

 
VISHNU IAS ACADEMY | UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC | Optional: ANTHROPOLOGY | SOCIOLOGY | PSIR 9000350939 

9 

Agricultural Support ₹3,500 Crore (70 Lakh Farmers) 
Governance Level Village Panchayat to State Secretariat 

 

The 'Praja Palana' model moves away from static governance to a dynamic 'delivery-at-

doorstep' approach. By combining sanitation (Public Health) with file clearance 

(Administrative Reform) and Rythu Bharosa (Social Security), the state is attempting a 

holistic transformation of the rural and urban landscape. 

 

10. Water Security 2.0: The Revival of Pranahita-Chevella and the Desiltation Drive 

Context: 

In a notable shift in policy, the Telangana government has declared the reinstatement of 

the BR Ambedkar Pranahita-Chevella Sujala Sravanthi Project. Outlined in the 2026–27 

Budget, this initiative marks a strategic reversion to the initial irrigation plans for the 

former Adilabad district, indicating a new phase in the state's hydraulic engineering focus. 

I. The Return to Thummidihatti: 

The government has pledged to rectify what it refers to as "historical deviations" in earlier 

irrigation strategies. By focusing on the Pranahita-Chevella project, the state intends to 

deliver sustainable irrigation solutions to the upland areas of Northern Telangana. 

• Fiscal Commitment: The Irrigation Department has been allocated a substantial 

₹22,615 crore, guaranteeing that the project possesses the requisite funding to 

advance from the planning phase to implementation. 

• Strategic Shift: This revitalization underscores the importance of gravity-fed flow 

and localized lifting, with the objective of enhancing water distribution within the 

Pranahita river basin. 

II. Restoring Reservoir Vitality: The Desiltation Mission 

In addition to new constructions, the state is prioritizing the "health" of its existing assets. 

Over the years, significant reservoirs have experienced a reduction in their effective 

storage capacity as a result of substantial siltation. 

The Revenue Generating Model: 

In accordance with the National Desiltation Guidelines established by the Union Ministry of 

Jal Shakti, Telangana is executing a pilot model that generates revenue through the sale of 

excavated silt and sand, all while enhancing reservoir capacity. 

• Key Projects Identified: Sriramsagar (SRSP), Priyadarshini Jurala, Musi, and 

Nagarjunasagar. 

• Ongoing Pilots: Kadem, Lower Manair Dam (LMD), and Mid Manair Dam (MMD). 

III. Agricultural and Irrigation Outlay: 2026-27 

Department Outlay (₹ 
Crore) 

Primary Objective 

Irrigation ₹22,615 Project revival and reservoir maintenance 
Agriculture & 

Farmers’ Welfare 
₹23,179 Holistic support and crop insurance 

frameworks 
IV. The Wider Impact: Irrigation Meets Agriculture 
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• The substantial allocation of ₹23,179 crore for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare 

aligns with the objectives of irrigation.  

• By rehabilitating the diminished storage capacity of reservoirs such as 

Nagarjunasagar and SRSP, the government aims to stabilize the "Ayacut" (the area 

served by an irrigation initiative) and guarantee water availability even in years 

with insufficient monsoon rainfall. 

• Technical Insight:  

o Desiltation is frequently neglected in favor of the construction of new 

projects.  

o Nevertheless, restoring the storage capacity of a project like Sriramsagar is 

comparable to constructing a new medium-sized reservoir, but at a 

significantly lower cost and without the complications of additional land 

acquisition.  

o This signifies a progressive transition towards "Asset Management" in the 

realm of water governance. 

 

11. Unearthing the Kakatiya Legacy: The 12th-Century Vishnu of Bhupalpally 

Context: 

A remarkable archaeological find has been made in the thick woods of Jayashankar 

Bhupalpally, where a sculpture of Lord Vishnu (Chennakesava) dating back to the 12th 

century was recently discovered. Located in a stream close to Chinthakani village, this 

discovery provides a unique insight into the artistic achievements and spiritual context of 

the Kakatiya period. 

 
I. Artistic and Iconographic Significance: 

The idol serves as a remarkable example of the refined craftsmanship characteristic of the 

Kakatiya era. Experts from the Team of Research on Culture and Heritage have observed 

that the stylistic elements of the sculpture—particularly its elaborate carvings and 

stance—unequivocally situate it in the 12th century. 

• Form: The deity is represented as Chennakesava, a widely revered manifestation of 

Vishnu in the Deccan region during the medieval era. 

• Craftsmanship: The meticulous detailing exemplifies the exceptional standards of 

stone masonry that eventually led to the creation of world heritage sites such as the 

Ramappa Temple. 
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• Location: Its closeness to ancient fortifications indicates that the area may have 

served as a crucial administrative or religious center during the Kakatiya dynasty. 

II. The Challenge of Mutilated Heritage: 

A significant aspect of this finding is the condition of the idol. The sculpture exhibits 

damage in multiple areas, which introduces two different viewpoints: 

• Ritual Perspective: As per Agama Shastra (the traditional rules governing temple 

rituals), a damaged or Bhinna idol is deemed unsuitable for official worship or 

placement within a sanctum sanctorum. 

• Archaeological Perspective: From the standpoint of historians and the Telangana 

Heritage Department, the impairment does not lessen its worth. Rather, it calls for 

formal documentation and physical protection to avert additional deterioration or 

theft. 

III. Bhupalpally Discovery: 

Feature Details 
Deity Lord Vishnu (Chennakesava form) 

Chronology 12th Century AD (Kakatiya Period) 
Location Chinthakani, Kataram Mandal, Jayashankar 

Bhupalpally 
Key Framework Agama Shastra vs. Heritage Conservation 

 

This find reminds us that the Kakatiya influence wasn't limited to metropolitan centers. 

The presence of high-quality sculpture in a remote forest area suggests a deeply integrated 

network of art and authority across the Deccan plateau. 

 

12. The Winged Sentinels of Rajendranagar: An 11-Year Study on Avian Diversity 

Context: 

A comprehensive longitudinal study spanning 11 years, carried out at the Professor 

Jayashankar Telangana State Agricultural University (PJTSAU) campus in Hyderabad, has 

uncovered a vibrant ecosystem within the semi-arid agricultural landscape of the city. The 

research documented 92 bird species belonging to 12 orders and 31 families, highlighting 

the essential function of agricultural universities and research stations as urban 

biodiversity "refugia." 

I. Taxonomic Profile and Ecological Roles: 

The research emphasizes that the diversity is primarily represented by the order 

Passeriformes, which constitutes 54% of the total species documented (50 species). 

• Natural Pest Controllers: Species such as the Black Drongo, Magpie Robin, and 

Common Babbler are not merely inhabitants but also play a significant role as 

ecological agents. By preying on insects in experimental crop fields, they offer a 

natural substitute for chemical pesticides. 

• The Raptor Presence: The existence of raptors (Pariah and Brahminy Kites) and 

owls indicates a robust trophic structure, wherein apex predators regulate rodent 

populations, thereby sustaining the equilibrium of the farm ecosystem. 
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• Wetland Indicators: Species associated with wetlands, including Little Egrets and 

Pond Herons, exploit farm ponds and irrigated fields, aligning their feeding patterns 

with the agricultural cycle to capture insects that are disturbed during ploughing. 

II. The Migration Spectrum: 

The PJTSAU campus serves as a vital habitat for both permanent residents and seasonal 

visitors, reflecting the connectivity of the Deccan landscape with broader migratory routes. 

Status Percentage Significance 
Resident Birds 43.5% Year-round stability of the ecosystem. 
Local Migrants 44.6% Indicates movement across regional 

Telangana habitats. 
Winter Migrants 6.5% Highlights the campus as a safe seasonal 

corridor. 
 

III. The Human-Wildlife Interface: Crop Depredation 

• The research presents a detailed perspective on the tension between avian species 

and agricultural practices.  

• Although Psittaciformes (Parakeets) are frequently regarded as nuisances because 

of their impact on crops during the maturation phase, scholars highlight that merely 

a minor percentage of the 92 species are responsible for significant harm.  

• This indicates that the ecological benefits, such as pest management and pollination, 

offered by the majority considerably surpass the localized agricultural losses 

attributed to a select few. 

The PJTSAU research demonstrates that contemporary agricultural practices and wildlife 

conservation can coexist harmoniously. The varied terrain of the university—spanning 

constructed facilities to expansive irrigated fields—serves as a micro-habitat that sustains 

a diverse food web. For Telangana, these studies are crucial for formulating Urban 

Biodiversity Action Plans and advancing Sustainable Farming Practices that incorporate 

avian pest management. 

 

13. Surveillance Gaps and the Shadow of Poaching: The Crisis at Kawal Tiger Reserve 

Context: 

The Kawal Tiger Reserve (KTR), regarded as a premier asset of Telangana’s natural 

environment, is presently confronting a nuanced challenge posed by poaching syndicates. 

Recent occurrences, such as the electrocution of a leopard within the Thadlapet range, have 

revealed significant weaknesses in the reserve’s safeguarding system. This situation 

underscores a complicated relationship between administrative reorganization and on-the-

ground enforcement. 

I. The Administrative Bottleneck: Reorganization vs. Intelligence 

One of the primary elements undermining the reserve’s defense is the alteration in the 

transfer and posting protocols that followed the reorganization of districts. 
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• The Intelligence Gap: In the past, Forest Beat Officers (FBOs) and Section Officers 

(FSOs) functioned within localized divisions, which enabled them to cultivate 

decades of trust with local informants. 

• The "Zonal" Disconnection: In the present system, frequent zonal transfers 

introduce officers who are not acquainted with the specific terrain and habitual 

offenders. Generally, it requires an officer two years to develop a dependable 

intelligence network—a period that is often truncated by subsequent transfers. 

• Diminished Local Insight: This administrative change has unintentionally eroded 

the foundational "human intelligence" (HUMINT) necessary for monitoring 

poachers prior to their actions. 

II. Technological Gaps and Ethical Lapses: 

Although technology aims to enhance surveillance, the article highlights systemic "patrol 

bypasses": 

• Proxy Patrolling: Reports indicate that field personnel are transferring mobile 

tracking devices to observers who traverse forest areas on bicycles to record GPS 

information, instead of performing comprehensive on-foot patrols. 

• Deceptive Tactics: Poachers have adapted their methods, employing electric traps 

near aquatic environments during the summer months and using public 

transportation to move illegal goods alongside family members to blend in and 

avoid detection. 

III. The Path to Strengthening Conservation: 

Wildlife specialists and high-ranking officials indicate that safeguarding Kawal necessitates 

more than mere financial allocations. It requires a Structural Correction: 

• Stability of Tenure: Guaranteeing that personnel in critical areas such as KTR are 

assigned for extended periods to enhance their understanding of the terrain. 

• Reviving Informant Trust: Restoring the relationship between the forest 

department and tribal or fringe communities. 

• Strict Field Audits: Enforcing independent verification of patrol records to 

eradicate "proxy patrolling" and confirm that staff are genuinely covering at-risk 

"beats." 

IV. Kawal Tiger Reserve: 
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• The Kawal Tiger Reserve (KTR) serves as a crucial ecological foundation within the 

Deccan Plateau, recognized as a high-priority conservation area in northern 

Telangana. 

• Geographic Importance: It encompasses the Adilabad, Mancherial, Nirmal, and 

Kumuram Bheem Asifabad districts, situated within the river basins of the Godavari 

and Kadam. 

• Ecological Link: It functions as an essential corridor facilitating tiger movement 

between the Tadoba-Andhari Reserve in Maharashtra and the Indravati Reserve in 

Chhattisgarh. 

• Forest Characteristics: The reserve is primarily characterized by Southern 

Tropical Dry Deciduous Forests, notably abundant in Teak (Tectona grandis) and 

Bamboo species. 

• Wildlife Diversity: Although primarily a habitat for tigers, it also serves as a refuge 

for Leopards, Sloth Bears, and a variety of herbivores, including Chital, Sambar, and 

Nilgai. 

• Zonal Organization: The reserve is structured into a Core Zone (893 sq. km) 

designated for strict protection and a Buffer Zone (1,120 sq. km) aimed at 

facilitating regulated human-wildlife interactions. 

• Conservation Efforts: Since 2012, it has been managed under Project Tiger, with 

ongoing initiatives focused on restoring fragmented wildlife corridors and 

addressing issues related to illegal poaching and smuggling. 

 

 

14. The European Visitor: Red-Breasted Flycatcher’s Return to Ameenpur 

Context: 

 
In a significant achievement for urban conservation, the Red-breasted Flycatcher (Ficedula 

parva), a rare migratory species originating from European forests, has been sighted once 

again at Ameenpur Lake for the 2026 season. This reappearance on the fringes of 

Hyderabad highlights the persistence of migratory routes in the face of the city's ongoing 

urban development and acts as an essential marker of the lake's enduring ecological 

vitality. 

I. Biodiversity in an Urban Pressure Cooker: 
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Ameenpur Lake, recognized as India’s inaugural Biodiversity Heritage Site situated within 

an urban context, has historically served as a significant hub for avian diversity. 

Nevertheless, the ecosystem faces considerable challenges: 

• The Resident Miracle: The Flycatcher flourishes in the "untouched canopy" of 

indigenous trees, underscoring the necessity of safeguarding original vegetation in 

proximity to water bodies, rather than focusing solely on the water itself. 

• The Loss of Icons: Although the Flycatcher has made a comeback, the lake has 

witnessed the departure of other prominent species. Greater Flamingos, once a 

common sight at Ameenpur, have vacated the area due to the deteriorating natural 

environment and escalating human encroachment. 

II. Institutional Safeguards: The Role of HYDRAA 

The persistence of such migratory species is increasingly dependent on proactive 

governance. Local conservationists acknowledge the contributions of organizations like 

HYDRAA (Hyderabad Disaster Response and Assets Monitoring and Protection Agency) for 

their involvement in: 

• Encroachment Control: Safeguarding the FTL (Full Tank Level) and buffer zones of 

water bodies from unauthorized constructions. 

• Habitat Slow-Degradation: Initiatives that have mitigated the environmental 

degradation of essential urban wetlands, enabling "small miracles" such as the 

Flycatcher to seek refuge. 

III. Species Profile: Red-breasted Flycatcher 

• Scientific Name: Ficedula parva 

• Origin: Eastern Europe to Central Asia 

• Wintering Grounds: South Asia (including the Deccan Plateau) 

• Conservation Status: Least Concern (IUCN Red List) 

• Habitat in Telangana: Deciduous forests, urban parks, and lakeside canopies. 

IV. Ecological Context & Dimensions: 

• Environmental Indicator: The existence of insectivorous birds such as flycatchers 

serves as an indicator of a functional food web and a relatively robust insect 

population within the lakeside canopy. 

• Urban Development Conflict: The story of Ameenpur stands as a "poignant 

reminder" of the delicate equilibrium between the expansion of infrastructure and 

the need for ecological conservation. 

• Conservation Strategy: Specialists stress that the "small victory" represented by 

the return of a bird should not obscure the more significant issue of habitat 

destruction. The emphasis must be on comprehensive ecosystem protection—

safeguarding the water, the buffer soil, and the adjacent tree cover. 

The presence of the Red-breasted Flycatcher acts as a biological assessment of our 

conservation initiatives. Although institutional safeguards have ensured the 'physical' 

integrity of the lake, the 'ecological' health of the lake is contingent upon the preservation 

of the native vegetation that these European migrants depend on after their long migratory 

journeys. 
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