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March - 2026 

AP Current Affairs 
 

1. Srikalahasti’s Golden Stroke: Kalamkari Reimagines Rashtrapati Bhavan 

Context: 

In a significant move towards cultural decolonization, the war portraits from the colonial 

period in Rashtrapati Bhavan have been substituted with the lively and grounded stories 

depicted in Srikalahasti Kalamkari. A group of 21 traditional artists hailing from the 

Tirupati district has indelibly inscribed the cultural heritage of Andhra Pradesh onto the 

walls of India’s foremost residence, infusing a sense of "Indianness" into the hallways of 

Raisina Hill. 

 
 

I. The Transformation: From War Imagery to Divine Heritage 

The project encompassed the development of 17 large panels measuring 7x7 feet, along 

with two ornamental Yali arches. This change signifies a meaningful shift from British-era 

military representations to themes that embody the "Soul of India." 

• Key Themes: The artworks prominently feature Sukha Maharshi, the Tree of Life, 

the Nandheeswara (Nandi), and the "Seven Steps" (Saptapadi). 

• The Srikalahasti Style: In contrast to the block-printed Machilipatnam style, 

Srikalahasti Kalamkari is exclusively hand-painted with a "kalam" (pen), noted for 

its freehand artistry and a selection of natural, earthy dyes. 

• Antique Textures: The artists employed particular antique finishing methods to 

ensure that the new hangings harmonized with the historic magnificence and 

architectural scale of the interiors of Rashtrapati Bhavan. 

II. Institutional Recognition and Global Footprint: 

The initiative, spearheaded by National Awardee M. Viswanath Reddy, garnered significant 

recognition: 

• Presidential Recognition: President Droupadi Murmu made a personal visit to the 

workspace, engaging with the artists—including seven female artisans—

underscoring the inclusive aspect of the craft's revival. 
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• National Recognition: A Ramayana-themed painting from this collection has been 

chosen for exhibition in the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO), further enhancing the 

prominence of Srikalahasti’s traditional art. 

• Artistic Heritage: The achievement of this project is rooted in a long-standing 

lineage of painters. The lead artist’s family has previously held workshops in 

London and organized prestigious exhibitions, demonstrating the increasing global 

appeal of Kalamkari. 

III. The Kalamkari Revival: 

• Cultural: Replaces colonial narratives with indigenous Vedic and Puranic 

storytelling. 

• Artistic: Showcases the "Pen-work" (Srikalahasti) technique over block printing. 

• Socio-Economic: Empowerment of local artisans and women through national-

level commissions. 

• Geographic: Reinforces the Geographical Indication (GI) status of Srikalahasti 

(Andhra Pradesh). 

IV. Technique Spotlight: Srikalahasti vs. Machilipatnam 

For individuals engaged in the study of the crafts of Andhra Pradesh, it is crucial to 

differentiate between the two main centers of Kalamkari: 

• Srikalahasti: This center is known for its hand-painted works, which 

predominantly depict religious scrolls, deities, and mythological stories. Its defining 

characteristics include fluid lines and hand-drawn borders. 

• Machilipatnam: This center primarily employs vegetable-dyed wooden blocks for 

printing, which leads to the creation of more geometric and repetitive floral designs 

that are influenced by Persian artistic traditions. 

The incorporation of Kalamkari into Rashtrapati Bhavan transcends mere interior 

decoration; it represents an 'Artistic Homecoming.' By substituting colonial art with GI-

tagged crafts from Andhra Pradesh, the heritage of the state is now established as a 

fundamental element of India's national identity. 

V. Key facts: 

• Lead Artist: M. Viswanath Reddy (National Awardee, 2008). 

• Location of Origin: Srikalahasti, Tirupati District, AP. 

• Material Used: Hand-processed cotton cloth and natural mineral/vegetable dyes. 

• Key Achievement: 17 large-scale panels completed in a record 15 days. 

 

2. Andhra Pradesh’s Fiscal Tightrope and the Amaravati Resurgence 

Context: 

The Cabinet of Andhra Pradesh, under the leadership of Chief Minister N. Chandrababu 

Naidu, has underscored a significant truth concerning the financial condition of the state 

while also establishing a clear direction for its administrative future. This dual emphasis on 

severe fiscal limitations and the formal establishment of Amaravati signifies a crucial 

juncture in the state's agenda for 2026. 

I. The Fiscal Crisis: Income vs. Expenditure 
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The Chief Minister disclosed a difficult budgetary situation that highlights the restricted 

fiscal capacity of the state: 

• The 99% Reality: At present, 99% of the state’s internally generated revenue is 

allocated to salaries and pensions. 

• Debt Servicing: The financial support obtained from the Central Government is 

primarily directed towards servicing the interest on past loans, instead of being 

invested in new capital projects. 

• Efficiency in Welfare: In spite of these challenges, the administration is focusing on 

"effective delivery," striving to maintain welfare programs through stringent 

financial oversight and enhanced central grants. 

II. Amaravati: Towards Legal Sanctity 

• A major administrative shift is currently in progress to establish legal and 

parliamentary legitimacy for Amaravati as the exclusive capital of Andhra Pradesh. 

• Parliamentary Resolution: Acting on the counsel from the Prime Minister’s Office 

(PMO), the State Assembly is set to pass a formal resolution designating 

Amaravati—specifically within the jurisdiction of the Capital Region Development 

Authority (CRDA)—as the official capital. 

• The 2014 vs. 2026 Distinction: In contrast to the broader proposal for the 

"Vijayawada-Guntur region" from 2014, the resolution of 2026 delineates specific 

geographical and legal parameters to eliminate any potential for future confusion. 

• Timeline for Formalization: 

o March 28, 2026: The resolution will be adopted in the State Assembly. 

o April 1, 2026: The Union Cabinet will evaluate the proposal. 

o Ongoing Session: An amendment bill will be introduced in Parliament to 

confer permanent status. 

III. Political Expansion and Delimitation: 

The Cabinet also deliberated on the forthcoming delimitation exercise, which is anticipated 

to significantly influence the legislative framework of the state. The Chief Minister 

suggested that the number of Assembly seats might rise by 50%, a change that would 

fundamentally transform political engagement and administrative representation 

throughout the districts. 

IV. The Cabinet Briefing: 

• Economic: Revenue Receipts are almost entirely diverted to non-productive 

expenditure (salaries/pensions). 

• Federal: Direct coordination with the PMO for a Central Amendment Bill on the 

State Capital. 

• Administrative: Transition from a "Three-Capital Model" back to a single, legally-

fortified "Amaravati Model." 

• Political: Anticipated 50% increase in legislative seats via the Delimitation process. 

V. The Path Ahead: Stability and Growth 

• The strategy of the government centers on conveying the "historical and 

developmental importance" of Amaravati in order to foster public agreement.  
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• By obtaining support from parliament, the state seeks to draw in international 

investments that have remained dormant due to uncertainties surrounding the 

capital city over the past few years. 

The state is fundamentally in a 'Recovery Phase.' By prioritizing the resolution of the 

capital's legal status, the government is striving to establish a stable framework for Private-

Public Partnerships (PPP), which are crucial given that the state's internal revenue is 

presently encumbered by ongoing expenditures. 

 

3. Public Trust and Environmental Governance: APPCB Secures Second in State 

Survey 

Context: 

The Andhra Pradesh Pollution Control Board (APPCB) has reached a notable achievement 

in terms of administrative transparency and public service, attaining the second rank in the 

state-level perception survey conducted in February 2026. With an impressive satisfaction 

score of 88.2%, the board is now shifting its focus towards a more stringent, district-

oriented strategy to achieve the government's ambitious performance goal of over 90%. 

I. The Perception Survey: A Metric of Trust 

The perception survey acts as an essential indicator for "Good Governance," mirroring the 

public’s views on the effectiveness, transparency, and accessibility of governmental 

services. 

• Public Participation: The Chairman credited the elevated score to enhanced 

community engagement in initiatives aimed at environmental protection. 

• Service Delivery: The growth of digital services and clear industrial oversight has 

greatly strengthened public trust in the board’s activities. 

• Innovative Initiatives: In addition to standard monitoring, the APPCB has received 

acknowledgment for its commitment to environmental advocacy and the proficient 

regulation of industrial waste. 

II. The Road to 90%: District-Wise Accountability 

In order to reach the highest ranking, the APPCB is redirecting its attention towards 

decentralized performance management. 

• Detailed Assessment: Scores are being evaluated on a district-by-district basis to 

pinpoint areas that are underperforming. 

• Focused Enhancements: Districts that have received lower scores are instructed to 

take prompt corrective actions to enhance their service delivery and engagement 

with the public. 

• Directive from the Chief Minister: The initiatives of the board are in accordance 

with a statewide mandate aimed at ensuring that all departments serving the public 

surpass the 90% satisfaction benchmark. 

III. APPCB Performance: 

• Administrative: Transitioning from state-level monitoring to district-specific 

performance reviews. 
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• Environmental: Enhancing the monitoring of industrial compliance and pollution 

control. 

• Technological: Scaling up digital platforms for transparent and time-bound 

services. 

• Governance: Aligning departmental goals with the Chief Minister's 90% satisfaction 

benchmark. 

IV. The Global and National Context: 

• The focus on "Perception Surveys" is consistent with global best practices in 

Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) criteria.  

• By subjecting the board’s performance to public scrutiny, the state is promoting a 

culture of accountability.  

• This strategy is especially pertinent for the APPCB, which navigates the challenging 

interplay between swift industrial growth and environmental conservation in the 

coastal and industrial zones of Andhra Pradesh. 

Attaining a high perception score for a regulatory entity such as the Pollution Control 

Board is uncommon, as these organizations frequently encounter resistance from 

industrial stakeholders. A score of 88.2% indicates a successful application of 'Facilitative 

Regulation'—where the board assists industries in compliance through digital facilitation 

rather than solely relying on punitive actions. 

 

4. Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0: Andhra Pradesh’s Blueprint for Universal Water Access 

Context: 

In a notable advancement for rural development, the Government of Andhra Pradesh has 

entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Union Ministry of Jal Shakti 

to execute Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM) 2.0. This agreement, concluded in New Delhi, signifies 

the extension of the mission's deadline to 2028, offering the state an essential opportunity 

to attain 100% functional household tap connections (FHTC). 

I. The Strategic Extension: JJM 2.0 (2025–2028) 

• The shift to JJM 2.0 aims to tackle the incomplete objectives of the initial phase. 

Although the national initiative has successfully reached 16 crore households, 

Andhra Pradesh is concentrating on addressing the remaining deficiencies, 

emphasizing not only the installation of taps but also the Sustainability of Supply. 

• Operational Maintenance: A thorough policy implemented in September 2025 by 

the state government transitions the emphasis from "construction" to "operation 

and maintenance" (O&M), guaranteeing that the infrastructure remains operational 

over the long term. 

• Fiscal Dialogue: The state has sought increased financial support from the Centre, 

noting that approximately 13 lakh households are still excluded from the current 

budgetary framework due to earlier inconsistencies in project reports. 

II. Social Engineering: DWCRA and Women Empowerment 

A distinctive aspect of the mission's execution in Andhra Pradesh is the incorporation of 

DWCRA (Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas) groups. 
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• Quality Surveillance: Rural women are being engaged to perform water quality 

assessments, thereby transforming their roles from "water fetchers" to "water 

managers." 

• Impact: On a national scale, JJM has already alleviated the physical burden of water 

collection for nearly 9 crore women; in Andhra Pradesh, the objective is to convert 

this time-saving into economic productivity through SHG-led oversight. 

III. The Polavaram Connection: 

• During the proceedings of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU), the state 

government associated rural water security with significant irrigation initiatives, 

calling on the Centre to accelerate the Polavaram Irrigation Project.  

• The objective is to finalize the project by the time of the Godavari Pushkarams, 

thereby guaranteeing a reliable water supply for both agricultural irrigation and the 

ambitious drinking water goals set by JJM 2.0. 

IV. Key Pillars of JJM 2.0 in Andhra Pradesh: 

Pillar Strategic Focus 
Infrastructure Transitioning from shared community points to individual 

household taps. 
Governance Fixing "shortcomings in DPRs" and seeking revised financial 

allocations. 
Maintenance Implementing the September 2025 Comprehensive O&M 

Policy. 
Empowerment Involving DWCRA groups in biochemical water quality testing. 

 

V. The "Har Ghar Jal" Vision: Challenges & Realities 

In spite of the prevailing optimism, the state is confronted with a pressing time constraint. 

The Deputy Chief Minister emphasized that, even with the currently allocated funds, 

achieving universal coverage poses a significant challenge. The effectiveness of JJM 2.0 in 

Andhra Pradesh will hinge on the following factors: 

• Technical Precision: Amending the Detailed Project Reports (DPRs) to accurately 

represent the actual requirements observed in the field. 

• Collaborative Federalism: Obtaining supplementary "gap-funding" from the Union 

Government. 

• Sustainable Resource Management: Safeguarding local groundwater resources 

and connecting major canals to rural water supply systems to avert the risk of taps 

running dry during the summer months. 

Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 transcends mere plumbing; it constitutes a public health initiative. By 

integrating the mission with DWCRA groups, Andhra Pradesh is fostering a 'Circular 

Economy of Water,' wherein the community that utilizes the water also bears the 

responsibility for its quality and conservation. 

 

5. Saga of Sacrifice: 14th-Century Hero Stone Unearthed in Prakasam 

Context: 



 

 
VISHNU IAS ACADEMY | UPSC | TGPSC | APPSC | Optional: ANTHROPOLOGY | SOCIOLOGY | PSIR 9000350939 

7 

 
A significant artifact from medieval history has come to light in Vemavaram village, located 

in Prakasam district, where a hero stone inscription from the 14th century was recently 

uncovered. This stone, dated to Saka 1306 (1384 CE), acts as a lithic testament to bravery, 

chronicling the ultimate sacrifice made by local warriors during a time of considerable 

regional change. 

I. The Inscription: A Record of Valor 

The stone is part of the Veeragallu (Hero Stones) tradition, which was established to honor 

those who perished in combat or while safeguarding their community. 

• The Heroes: The inscription commemorates three brothers—Annaya Veera, 

Tipurayya Veera, and Mummayya Veera—who were the sons of Bhokkana from the 

Veera Gotra. 

• The Act of Heroism: The brothers met their demise while defending cattle from 

peril. In medieval Andhra, cattle thefts were common, and cattle represented a 

significant form of wealth; thus, their protection was regarded as a paramount duty, 

often resulting in the veneration of the deceased. 

II. Epigraphical and Linguistic Significance: 

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI), specifically the Directorate of Epigraphy located 

in Mysore, has verified the authenticity of this discovery. 

• Script and Language: The inscription is composed in Telugu, offering significant 

information for linguists who are examining the development of the Telugu script 

and its vocabulary in the 14th century. 

• Chronology: The date corresponding to Saka 1306 coincides with the post-Kakatiya 

era, a period characterized by the important contributions of local chieftains and 

village-level heroes in upholding social stability. 

III. Vemavaram Discovery: 

• Chronological: Dated to 1384 CE (Late Medieval Period). 

• Socio-Economic: Highlights the high value placed on cattle (Godhanam) in rural 

economies. 

• Cultural: Evidence of the Veeragallu tradition in the Prakasam region. 

• Linguistic: Shows the 14th-century transition of the Telugu language and 

characters. 

IV. The "Veeragallu" Tradition in Andhra: 
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For those passionate about history, this finding contributes to the collection of hero stones 

located throughout the Deccan. These stones are typically categorized into three distinct 

panels: 

• Lower Panel: Illustrates the hero in a moment of valor (for instance, combating 

raiders). 

• Middle Panel: Depicts the hero being ascended to the heavens by celestial nymphs 

(Apsaras). 

• Top Panel: Showcases the hero seated in front of a deity (commonly a Shiva Linga), 

representing everlasting tranquility. 

The Vemavaram inscription serves as a 'social document' rather than merely a political 

one. It reveals that in 14th-century Andhra, heroism was characterized by the safeguarding 

of village resources. This inscription connects the expansive history of empires with the 

tangible experiences of rural populations. 

 

6. Fiscal Reset: Andhra’s 50% Waiver Scheme to Revitalize Urban Governance 

Context: 

In a calculated effort to enhance the financial stability of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), the 

Government of Andhra Pradesh has declared a substantial 50% interest waiver on 

property tax arrears for the financial year 2025–26. Characterized as a "reset mechanism," 

this singular initiative seeks to eliminate longstanding dues while enabling municipalities 

to finance essential civic infrastructure. 

I. The Mechanics of the Waiver: 

The framework is established as a conditional relief strategy aimed at maximizing revenue 

recovery. To qualify for the 50% interest waiver, taxpayers are required to adhere to the 

following stipulations: 

• Full Principal Clearance: The entire original tax amount (principal) must be 

settled in full. 

• Single Payment: The remaining 50% of the total interest accrued must be paid in 

one transaction. 

• Strict Deadline: The opportunity is available until March 31, 2026, with no options 

for extensions. 

II. Economic and Administrative Rationale 

Property tax is the primary revenue source for Urban Local Bodies (ULBs), significantly 

influencing the quality of urban life. 

• Service Sustainability: These revenues are crucial for the upkeep of water supply, 

drainage, sanitation, street lighting, and public health services. 

• Performance Grants: Enhanced tax compliance allows ULBs to qualify for 

additional performance-based grants as per the Finance Commission guidelines. 

• Clearing Arrears: This initiative specifically addresses not only individual 

taxpayers but also State and Central Government entities with substantial 

outstanding dues, promoting a culture of fiscal responsibility throughout the 

system. 
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III. Digital Inclusivity in Tax Collection: 

To guarantee a high level of compliance, the government has incorporated various digital-

first payment channels: 

• Mana Mitra: A WhatsApp-based service designed for convenient access. 

• PuraMitra: A specialized mobile application for municipal services. 

• Omni-channel Support: The provision of online platforms in conjunction with 

traditional offline counters at municipal offices to ensure that no citizen is 

overlooked. 

IV. Strategic Dimensions of the Tax Waiver 

• Fiscal: Unlocking "dead" revenue and resolving long-standing court disputes over 

arrears. 

• Developmental: Funding urban transformation projects like "Smart Governance" 

and storm-water drains. 

• Legal: Transitioning from the waiver period back to strict enforcement under the 

AP Municipalities Act, 1965. 

• Social: Reducing the financial burden on citizens post-accrual of heavy interest. 

V. Consequences of Non-Compliance: 

The government has clearly stated that following the March 31 deadline, the 'reset' period 

will conclude. Defaulters will encounter stringent recovery measures, which may 

encompass: 

• Full Interest & Penalties: The reinstatement of the previously waived 50% 

interest. 

• Property Attachment: Legal actions aimed at attaching the properties of chronic 

defaulters. 

• Service Restrictions: Possible restrictions on municipal services and property-

related transactions for accounts that are not compliant. 

This initiative exemplifies a classic instance of 'Carrot and Stick' diplomacy within public 

finance. By providing a 50% waiver (the carrot), the government promotes voluntary 

compliance. Conversely, by imposing a firm deadline supported by the Municipal Acts (the 

stick), it guarantees that the 'reset' results in immediate liquidity for the state's urban 

development objectives. 

 

7. Biological Diplomacy: IGZP Visakhapatnam and Nandankanan Complete Major 

Species Exchange 

Context: 

In a noteworthy advancement for wildlife conservation within the Deccan and Eastern 

Ghats areas, the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park (IGZP) located in Visakhapatnam has 

effectively finalized a strategic animal exchange program with the Nandankanan Zoological 

Park in Bhubaneswar. This initiative, which was completed in March 2026, seeks to 

enhance genetic diversity and promote the long-term survival of rare and exotic species via 

managed breeding and public education. 

I. The Exchange Dynamics: A Reciprocal Commitment 
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• The program entails a meticulously organized exchange of species, which 

guarantees that both zoological parks can expand their biological collections and 

improve their conservation education initiatives. 

• Arrivals at IGZP (from Nandankanan): The park has received significant species 

such as the Swamp Deer, the rare Four-horned Antelope, Assamese Macaque, Mouse 

Deer, and the unique crocodilian, the Gharial. 

• Departures from IGZP (to Nandankanan): In exchange, Visakhapatnam has 

dispatched the Ring-tailed Lemur, Wild Dog (Dhole), Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, 

Bonnet Macaque, and Nilgai to Odisha. 

II. The Quarantine Protocol 

In accordance with the standards set by the Central Zoo Authority (CZA), all new arrivals 

are subjected to a compulsory quarantine period. This phase is essential to: 

• Monitor Health: To ensure that no pathogens are introduced into the existing 

resident population. 

• Acclimatization: To facilitate the animals' adjustment to the coastal humidity and 

temperature of Visakhapatnam. 

• Nutritional Transition: To gradually adapt their diets to align with the local supply 

without inducing metabolic stress. 

III. Species Profile & Conservation Status: 

Species Primary Feature IUCN Status 
Gharial Long, thin snout; specialized fish-

eater. 
Critically Endangered 

Swamp Deer 
(Barasingha) 

Distinguished by multi-tined 
antlers. 

Vulnerable 

Four-horned 
Antelope 

(Chousingha) 

Only bovid with four horns. Vulnerable 

Assamese Macaque Native to South and Southeast Asia. Near Threatened 
Indian Mouse Deer One of the smallest ungulates in the 

world. 
Least Concern 

 

IV. Indira Gandhi Zoological Park (IGZP): 

Nestled within the picturesque Kambalakonda Reserve Forest in Visakhapatnam, IGZP 

ranks among the largest zoos in India. 

• Distinctive Geography: Covering an area of 625 acres, it is strategically located 

between the Eastern Ghats and the Bay of Bengal. 

• Conservation Function: The park serves as a refuge for numerous endangered 

species native to the Eastern Ghats and is instrumental in the rehabilitation of 

rescued wildlife from the North Coastal Andhra region. 

• Educational Center: Featuring its Bioscope (education center) and a variety of 

enclosures, it functions as a key venue for promoting environmental awareness and 

conducting research on the behavior of captive animals. 
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8. Climate Risk and Resilience: The El Niño Shadow on Andhra’s Kharif 2026 

Context: 

As the Kharif season of 2026 draws near, the agricultural environment of Andhra Pradesh 

is preparing for a possible climatic change. After experiencing a year marked by abundant 

rainfall and an early onset of the monsoon, global climate indicators now point to the 

resurgence of the El Niño phenomenon. In a state where agriculture is the cornerstone of 

the economy, this shift demands a strategic transition from conventional farming practices 

to climate-resilient management. 

I. The El Niño Factor: Its Significance 

El Niño, marked by the atypical warming of surface waters in the eastern Pacific Ocean, has 

historically been associated with reduced or erratic rainfall during the Southwest Monsoon 

in India. 

• Impact on Sowing: In contrast to the previous year, where early precipitation 

enabled timely sowing, an El Niño year may result in postponed monsoons, 

compelling farmers to adjust their agricultural schedules. 

• Productivity Risks: The uneven distribution of rainfall has a direct effect on "rain-

fed" areas, which do not benefit from consistent canal irrigation. This situation can 

induce moisture stress during crucial growth phases for pulses, maize, and cotton. 

II. The Paddy Dominance: A Vulnerable Giant 

The cropping pattern in Andhra Pradesh is significantly skewed towards water-intensive 

crops. 

• Scale of Cultivation: During the last Kharif season, around 29.16 lakh hectares 

were cultivated. 

• Paddy’s Share: Paddy alone occupied 15.59 lakh hectares—more than 50% of the 

total Kharif area. 

• The Water Nexus: The success of this extensive paddy cultivation relies on 

reservoirs and irrigation tanks being filled to their maximum capacity. Should the 

monsoon fail to deliver adequate rainfall, the state confronts a dual challenge of 

sustaining current yields while coping with diminishing water supplies. 

III. Institutional Guidance and Resilience Strategies: 

Acharya NG Ranga Agricultural University (ANGRAU) has released early advisories aimed 

at reducing potential risks. The emphasis is now on "Scientific Farming" to lessen the 

effects of unpredictable weather: 

• Crop Selection: Advocating for a transition to short-duration varieties or crops that 

require less water if monsoon delays surpass safe limits. 

• Efficient Water Management: Encouraging the use of micro-irrigation and 

precision farming techniques to make the most of every drop of available reservoir 

water. 

• Weather-Based Advisories: Enhancing the connection between meteorological 

agencies and the agricultural community to facilitate real-time decision-making. 

The real test for Andhra Pradesh’s agricultural sector in 2026 won't just be the amount of 

rain, but the timing of it. El Niño often results in 'Long Period Average' deficits, but with 
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efficient reservoir management and adoption of scientific advisories, the state can bridge 

the productivity gap. 

 

9. Competitive Federalism: NITI Aayog’s Blueprint for District-Led Growth 

Context: 

During a recent regional seminar held in Visakhapatnam, NITI Aayog highlighted that 

"Healthy Competition" among districts serves as the main catalyst for swift rural 

development. By shifting from centralized planning to district-specific objectives, the 

Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) and the following Aspirational Blocks Programme 

(ABP) are transforming the approach India takes to address regional disparities. 

I. The Three Pillars: Convergence, Collaboration, and Competition 

The effectiveness of these programs is founded on a distinctive cooperative framework that 

harmonizes the Union government, State governments, and local entities. 

• Convergence: The integration of various Central and State initiatives to prevent the 

redundancy of efforts. 

• Collaboration: Coordinated actions among "Prabhari" officers (at the central level), 

District Collectors, and local communities. 

• Competition: Implementing a "Delta Ranking" system to cultivate a sense of healthy 

competition among districts, motivating them to enhance their Key Performance 

Indicators (KPIs) within brief timeframes. 

II. Success Stories from Andhra Pradesh 

Andhra Pradesh has positioned itself as a leader in numerous vital sectors through this 

initiative: 

• Anganwadi Transformation: An extraordinary accomplishment witnessed the 

increase of drinking water facilities in Anganwadi centers from a mere 3.7% to a full 

100%. 

• Regional Leadership: The Kadapa district achieved first place in the "Sampoornata 

Abhiyan" in September 2025, showcasing effective implementation at the grassroots 

level. 

• Manyam District: Acknowledged for its stringent and successful malaria control 

measures in challenging forest environments. 

III. Inter-State Best Practices: A South Indian Perspective 

The seminar acted as a venue for disseminating effective models that can be duplicated 

throughout the southern states: 

• Tamil Nadu: Targeted strategies aimed at decreasing malnutrition and vigorous 

efforts to eradicate Tuberculosis (TB). 

• Telangana: Notable advancements and uniform enhancements in the educational 

field. 

• Karnataka & Kerala: Commended for their maternal health programs and 

innovative community-driven mental health initiatives, respectively. 

The transition from Aspirational Districts to Aspirational Blocks signals a move toward 

'Hyper-Local Governance.' In Andhra Pradesh, the success in Kadapa and Manyam proves 
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that when data-driven targets are combined with local leadership, backwardness is not a 

permanent condition but a solvable administrative challenge. 

 

10. The Return of the Melanistic Legend: IGZP Visakhapatnam Welcomes Black 

Panther After 40 Years 

 
Context: 

In a significant advancement for wildlife conservation and biological education, the Indira 

Gandhi Zoological Park (IGZP) located in Visakhapatnam has effectively carried out a 

substantial animal exchange with the Assam State Zoo in Guwahati. The introduction of 

these notable species, especially the Black Panther, signifies a historic achievement for the 

state's leading zoological institution. 

I. The Exchange: Enhancing Biological Management 

The existing exchange program aims to enhance the genetic vitality of captive populations 

while ensuring a representative diversity of India's distinct climatic regions. 

From Guwahati to Visakhapatnam: The IGZP has successfully acquired a wide array of 

Himalayan and tropical species, which include: 

• Black Panther (Melanistic Leopard): Making a return to the zoo after a 40-year 

absence. 

• Asiatic Lions: A crucial male and female pair, essential for prominent conservation 

education initiatives. 

• Himalayan Black Bears: Symbolizing the high-altitude wildlife of the Northeast 

region. 

• Asian Palm Civets & Common Leopards: Contributing to the diversity of nocturnal 

and carnivorous species. 

• From Visakhapatnam to Guwahati: In a reciprocal exchange, IGZP has dispatched 

species such as Ring-tailed Lemurs, Jungle Cats, Green Iguanas, and a Striped Hyena 

to the Assam State Zoo. 

II. The Science of Quarantine and Adaptation: 

In accordance with established veterinary protocols, all newly arrived animals have been 

placed in a specialized quarantine facility. This administrative and biological measure 

guarantees: 
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• Pathogen Screening: Preventing the introduction of any external diseases into the 

local animal population. 

• Climate Acclimatization: Facilitating the transition of animals from the humid, 

subtropical environment of Guwahati to the coastal, tropical climate of 

Visakhapatnam. 

• Stress Management: Allowing the animals to recuperate from the physical 

challenges associated with inter-state transportation prior to their exhibition in 

permanent enclosures. 

 

III. Species Profile & Conservation Status 

Species Unique Feature IUCN Red List Status 
Asiatic Lion Found only in the Gir Forest (and zoo 

breeding centers). 
Endangered 

Black Panther A melanistic variant of the leopard; not a 
separate species. 

Vulnerable (as 
Leopard) 

 
Himalayan Black 

Bear 
Characterized by a white 'V' shaped 

mark on the chest. 
Vulnerable 

Striped Hyena Known for its distinctive mane and 
nocturnal habits. 

Near Threatened 

Asian Palm Civet Important for seed dispersal in tropical 
forests. 

Least Concern 

 

11. The Gift of Life: Andhra Pradesh Secures 6th Rank in National Organ Donation 

Context: 

In a significant advancement for healthcare services, Andhra Pradesh has achieved the 

sixth position in India for organ donation, as reported by the National Organ and Tissue 

Transplantation Organisation (NOTTO). The state has experienced a notable increase in 

both donor engagement and surgical capabilities, indicating a shift in public consciousness 

and institutional preparedness within the Jeevandan initiative. 

I. The 2026 Surge: Data and Trends 

The initial quarter of 2026 has demonstrated a significant increase in organ retrieval and 

transplantation when compared to prior years. 

• Growth Metrics: In the early months of 2026, 64 patients underwent transplants, 

marking a 100% rise from the corresponding period in 2025 (31 organs) and 2024 

(30 organs). 

• Demographic Context: Currently, over 5,000 patients are on the waiting list. 

Notably, a significant portion belongs to the 20–50 age demographic, underscoring 

the socioeconomic significance of organ recovery for the state’s productive 

workforce. 

• Pediatric Care: At present, there are 38 children under the age of nine who are in 

need of life-saving transplants, highlighting the urgent requirement for specialized 

pediatric donor protocols. 
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II. Institutional Expansion: From Retrieval to Transplant 

In response to judicial mandates and health department evaluations, the state has 

proactively enhanced its medical infrastructure to decentralize transplant services. 

• Transplant Hubs: The quantity of government hospitals conducting complex 

transplant surgeries has increased threefold, expanding from three to nine. This 

includes prominent centers such as AIIMS Mangalagiri, SVIMS Tirupati, and the 

Palasa Kidney Research Centre. 

• Retrieval Network: Authorization has been granted to several district-level 

hospitals (including Kakinada, Ongole, and Kadapa) to carry out organ retrieval 

from brain-dead patients, ensuring that potential donations in rural regions are not 

forfeited due to logistical challenges. 

III. Government Incentives: Honoring the Heroes 

To foster a culture of donation, the Andhra Pradesh government has introduced unique 

"Honor Protocols" for donor families: 

• State Honors: Under GO 95, organ donors are provided with official State honors 

during their last rites, recognizing their contribution as a supreme act of service to 

society. 

• Financial Support: Currently, a grant of ₹10,000 is provided to the families of 

deceased donors. A new proposal is under consideration to significantly increase 

this assistance to ₹1 lakh to provide meaningful support to grieving families. 

IV. The "Jeevandan" Legacy: 

• Established in 2015, the Jeevandan scheme has become the backbone of organ 

governance in AP.  

• By streamlining the registry process and ensuring transparency in organ allocation, 

the state has built trust in a system that was previously dominated by private 

players.  

• The recent success in heart and liver transplants within government facilities 

indicates that AP is moving toward becoming a hub for affordable, high-end medical 

procedures. 
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