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Q. Analyse the concept of ‘One Nation, One Election’ in the context of Indian election process.
Discuss its potential impact on the democratic process and governance structure of the
country.
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Answer Template:
Introduction:

e ‘One Nation, One Election’ is a proposed electoral reform in India that advocates for
holding simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha (the lower house of India’s
Parliament), State Legislative Assemblies, and local bodies.

This concept aims to streamline the election process, reduce the frequency of
elections, and address issues related to policy paralysis and governance disruption due
to the prolonged election cycle.

Why One Nation One Election?

o According to the Law Commission of India's 2018 report, frequent elections in
India have been cited as a significant strain on resources and administrative
machinery, costing billions of rupees each cycle.

=  For instance, the Election Commission of India spent over Rs. 8,000
crores in the 2019 Lok Sabha elections alone.
Furthermore, frequent elections disrupt governance and development
activities, as governments often shift focus to campaigning rather than policy
implementation.
= In countries like Sweden & South Africa, simultaneous elections have
led to administrative efficiency without compromising democratic
values.

e Positive Impacts:
o Administrative Efficiency and Cost Savings

=  Frees up administrative machinery and security forces from repeated
election duties.
Streamlined Process: It simplifies logistical arrangements for election
management, reducing strain on security forces and administrative
resources.
Financial Savings: Consolidating elections could potentially save
significant public funds, which could be redirected towards
development programs.

e Example: Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan held simultaneous
state assembly elections in 2018, which reportedly saved costs
and administrative efforts.

o Policy Continuity and Governance Stability
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Enhanced Policy Focus: Longer governance periods post-election
could allow governments to implement policies without constant
disruptions.

Governance Focus: Reduces policy stagnation caused by the Model
Code of Conduct during election periods.

Reduced Disruption: Limits the impact of frequent elections on
developmental projects and governance.

Stability: Reduced uncertainty could attract more long-term
investments, benefiting economic growth.

e Example: Kerala's frequent elections often disrupt policy
continuity, affecting development projects and public welfare
schemes.

o Voter Convenience and Participation
= Reduced Voter Fatigue: ONOE might reduce voter apathy caused by
frequent elections, potentially increasing voter turnout.
= Enhanced Participation: Voters could focus more on issues rather
than repetitive election cycles.

e Example: Voter turnout in states with simultaneous elections
like Bihar and Uttar Pradesh has been observed to be higher
compared to separate state and national elections due to the
importance of combined elections.

o Impact on Political Parties and Campaigning
=  Curbing Populism: Checks the tendency of political parties to
announce populist schemes before every election.
= Strategic Planning: Political parties would need to adjust their
campaigning strategies to a synchronized electoral schedule.
= Level Playing Field: Equal opportunity for all parties across national
and state elections could promote fair competition.

e Example: States like Gujarat and Maharashtra have seen
coordinated campaigns during simultaneous elections,
influencing voter behaviour.

o National Integration:
=  Promotes a unified electoral process, enhancing national cohesion.
o Environmental Benefits:
=  Reduces carbon footprint due to lesser campaign-related activities.
e Challenges:
o Federalism and State Autonomy
= Concerns: Some states argue that ONOE might undermine regional
issues and dilute the federal structure by centralizing electoral cycles.
Constitutional Issues: States have varied term durations,
necessitating constitutional amendments to synchronize elections.

e Example: Tamil Nadu's unique political dynamics are shaped
by frequent state elections, reflecting regional aspirations.
o Legal and Institutional Challenges
= Constitutional Amendments: Amendments would be required to
synchronize terms of state assemblies with the Lok Sabha.
Election Commission Readiness: The Election Commission's logistical
preparedness and capacity would need enhancement.
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e Example: The 2017 proposal by the NITI Aayog suggested
constitutional changes to facilitate ONOE, sparking legal
debates.

o Media and Electoral Discourse
= Media Coverage: Simultaneous elections may change media
dynamics, focusing attention on broader national issues rather than
regional politics.
Educational Campaigns: Media could play a pivotal role in educating
voters about the benefits and challenges of ONOE.

e Example: Media in Karnataka played a crucial role in shaping
voter perceptions during synchronized state and national
elections.

o Constitutional hurdles and Checks
= |mplementation would require amendments to several constitutional

provisions.
Separation of Powers: Ensuring that electoral reforms do not
compromise the foundational principles of the Indian Constitution.
Judicial Scrutiny: Constitutional amendments for ONOE would likely
face judicial scrutiny to ensure they comply with democratic norms.
o Example: India's judiciary has upheld the constitutional
validity of electoral reforms while safeqguarding federalism.
e Future Prospects and Adaptation
o Long-term Vision: ONOE could pave the way for broader electoral reforms and
institutional strengthening in India.
Adaptive Governance: Flexibility in implementing ONOE while addressing
evolving political and social dynamics.
Inclusivity: ONOE should ensure that regional identities and minority interests
are adequately represented in national and state governance.
ONOE might lead to more focused legislative sessions and better
parliamentary productivity.
Standing committees and legislative bodies could function more effectively
with longer non-election periods.

Conclusion

e The ‘One Nation, One Election’ initiative could potentially transform India’s electoral
landscape by making it more efficient and cost-effective.

However, it is imperative to consider its implications on India’s democratic ethos and
federal structure carefully.

e The way forward should involve inclusive dialogue with all political stakeholders, pilot
projects for assessment, and phased implementation if deemed feasible. This
approach would ensure that while striving for efficiency, the sanctity of India’s
democratic processes is upheld.
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