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Q. Analyse the representation of women in Indian politics, especially in the context of the
recently held Lok Sabha elections. Discuss the impact of the Women’s Reservation Bill and
compare India’s situation with global trends, citing relevant examples.
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Answer Template:
Introduction:

e The representation of women in Indian politics has long been a topic of scrutiny and
debate, with efforts made to enhance their participation in decision-making
processes.

According to the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), only 9.6% of all
candidates in the 2024 elections were women. The 18th Lok Sabha will have 74
women and 469 men, comprising only 13.6% of all MPs, which is lower than the share
of women elected in 2019 (14.4%).

The Women's Reservation Bill was passed to allocate 33% of seats in the Lok Sabha
and state legislative assemblies to women. However, its impact was not significantly
reflected in the election results.

Current Status of Women in Indian Politics:
o Despite comprising roughly 48% of India's population, women continue to be
underrepresented in political spheres, including the Lok Sabha.
o Women as Voters:
= Women were an important demographic in the election, but they
remained limited to voters and beneficiaries, not so much leaders and
representatives.
Challenges to Women's Political Participation:
o Social and Cultural Barriers:
= Deep-rooted patriarchal norms and societal expectations often deter
women from actively participating in politics.
o Limited Access to Resources:
= Women often face barriers in accessing political resources such as
funding, education, and networks, hindering their electoral
prospects.
o Violence and Harassment:
= |nstances of gender-based violence and harassment in political arenas
discourage women from engaging in politics.
=  Misogynistic Jibes: Several women who contested the polls faced
misogynistic jibes from their peers, indicating the challenges women
face in politics.
o Impact of the Women's Reservation Bill:
o The Women's Reservation Bill ensures a minimum of one-third representation
for women in the Lok Sabha and state legislative assemblies, thereby
addressing gender imbalances.
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= Example: Countries like Rwanda and Bolivia have implemented similar
quota systems, resulting in significant increases in female
representation in their respective legislatures.
Increased Representation: Aims to increase women’s representation in
politics.

o Gender Parity: Promotes gender parity among lawmakers.

o Inclusivity: Enhances inclusivity in the democratic process.

o Empowerment: Empowers women by ensuring their active participation.

e Initiatives Promoting Women's Political Empowerment:

o Various government and non-governmental initiatives aim to enhance
women's political participation through capacity-building programs,
mentorship, and awareness campaigns.

= Example: The National Women's Political Empowerment Forum
provides training and support to aspiring female politicians across
India.
e Global Perspective on Women's Political Representation:
o Global Parliamentary Elections:
= |n 2023, 52 countries around the world held parliamentary elections.
On average, 27.6% of women were elected.
o Reservation:
= Globally, several countries have implemented quota systems or
affirmative action policies to enhance women's representation in
politics.
Example: Nordic countries like Sweden and Finland have achieved high
levels of gender parity in their legislatures through voluntary party
quotas and progressive social policies.

o Mexico has introduced and implemented legislative reforms to ensure gender
parity in politics, resulting in parity in both houses of its Parliament.

= Claudia Sheinbaum was elected as Mexico’s President, the first time
a woman has held this position, indicating progress in women’s
political representation.
Despite progress in some areas, political and gender-based violence
remains a serious concern in Mexico.

o India’s Ranking:

= Globally, women comprise 26.9% of all MPs. India ranked 143rd
among 185 countries, as per Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) data.
= With the dip in women’s representation in the 18th Lok Sabha, India’s
ranking is likely to fall further by five or six positions.
e Impact of Women in Leadership Roles:

o Studies suggest that increased representation of women in political leadership
positions correlates with improved governance, inclusive policy-making, and
greater focus on social welfare issues.

= Real-life Case Study: In India, states like Kerala, with higher levels of
women's political participation, have witnessed positive outcomes in
areas such as health, education, and social welfare.
e Role of Political Parties in Promoting Gender Parity:

o Political parties play a crucial role in fostering women's political participation
by nominating female candidates, providing support, and creating conducive
environments.
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o All political parties expressed support for the bill and claimed credit for its
passage. However, this did not translate into a higher number of women
candidates or elected representatives.

Conclusion:

e  While the Women’s Reservation Bill was a step in the right direction, the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections showed that more needs to be done to improve women’s
representation in Indian politics.

Learning from countries like Mexico, India needs to implement comprehensive
reforms, including mandatory gender parity in candidate lists and measures to combat
gender-based violence in politics.
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