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E Crop Booking:

First time in the country

E - kyc
* Quality products — made available to farmers
* Agrilabs
« 50,000 samples every year
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+ Foxtail millets — MSP in Ap

» Already for Ragi (finger millets), Jowar — in AP

* In centre — finger millets, jowar, corn, pearl millets
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Micro food processing

35% subsidy or max 10 lakhs

Only 6 % interest rate

18 above age

10 Lakhs — 1 cr project cost
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smallest sea turtles

Pacific, Atlantic, Indian Ocean
IUCN — vulnerable

WPA — Schedule 1

CITES — Appendix 1
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National Institute of Mountaineering & Adventure Sports

Diversity, Patriotism, Adventure, Explore, Nature, Environmental protection

Highest peek in AP

Har Ghar Tiranga Mission Saahasa Yathra
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ANM app to direct patients about Aarogya Sri

YSR Rural Health Clinics — 10,032

Giving medical services to the doorsteps

First of its kind

Doctors of PHC will be allotted to it — they visit the households twice a month
using (260) mobile medical units
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V. Kamalakara Rao
VISAKHAPATNAM

An Ocean Deck, the first on
the East Coast and the se-
cond in the country, will be
a major tourist attraction
in Visakhapatnam soon if
all goes well as planned by
the Visakhapatnam Metro-
politan Region Develop-
ment Authority (VMRDA).
The project envisages at-
tracting more tourists,
apart from generating in-
come for the VMRDA and
the local vendors.

A feasibility study re-

single-storeyed

An artist's impression of Ocean Deck project proposed in
Visakhapatnam.

tourist

which would take at least a

port with detailed architec-
tural drawings has been
submitted by Andhra Pra-
desh Urban Infrastructure
Asset Management Limited
(APUIAML), and the
VMRDA has plans to set up
the Ocean Deck near the
YSR Statue Junction at an
estimated cost of 7.8
crore. At present, only
Mumbai has one such tou-
rist facility. However, it is a

centre. The VMRDA has
proposed the Ocean Deck
as a two-storeyed facility.

“We have invited ten-
ders for the project,” said
VMRDA Commissioner A.
Mallikarjuna.

Even as the tenders
were invited on September
1, a VMRDA official said
that the project would
need Coastal Regulatory
Zone (CRZ) clearances,

month or two.

“The CRZ permission
will be obtained within the
stipulated time if the Tou-
rism Department works se-
riously on the project. The
VMRDA is keen on ground-
ing the project at any cost.
Project-wise, it will be the
largest in the country,” a
VMRDA official told The
Hindu. According to the
project report, the Ocean

First Ocean Deck of the East Coast
to come up in Visakhapatnam

Deck will be constructed
on the southeast corner of
the VMRDA Park to pro-
vide a safe, comfortable
and enjoyable experience
for the beach visitors.

“The VMRDA Park area
has been finalised as it is
safe in bad weather condi-
tions. Secondly, there is a
rock formation near the
coast,” the official said.

The Ocean Deck will
have an RCC and structural
glass floor overhead walk-
way from the land parcel at
the beach into the sea over
a stretch of 91 metres. The
deck will be designed on
the existing rock surface
area of the sea with two le-
vels. The lower deck will
have a glass chamber,
which can be utilised as a
restaurant surrounded by
a corridor to experience
the sea waves splashing.
The upper deck will have a
facility for public gathering
with an open-air restau-
rant.




Ancient Ramanuja shrine, rock
inscription found in Kadapa district

A.D. Rangarajan
KADAPA

An ancient rock inscription
dating back to April 16,
1545 CE has been un-
earthed at Velpucherla vil-
lage in Muddanur mandal
of Kadapa district recently.
Also, a shrine for saint Sri
Ramanuja, the exponent of
Visishtadwaitha philoso-

mentioning the date as ‘Sa-
ka 1468, Visvavasu, Vaisak-
ha su 5, was found lying
on the outskirts of the vil-
lage. The stone records the
gift in the form of rice, be-
tel leaves and nuts etc. col-
lected from three villages,
namely Velpucherla in
Chagalamarri seema, Patla-
vari Uppaluru and Varada-
rajula Dudyala in Gandiko-
ta seema. The gift was

cherla towards burning a
perpetual lamp and con-
ducting Paruveta Mahotsa-
vams (mock hunting festiv-
al), and was made in the
presence of villagers as-
sembled in the Mukha
Mandapa of Durgadevi
temple at Pushpagiri.

The Ramanuja statue is
called by the locals as ‘Em-
beru Swamy’, roughly
sounding similar to the

gwaw. 1% |

The ancient statue of Saint Sri
Ramanuja, dating back to the

ihi exists in the same vil- \7 VIISHNU
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