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SECTION—A  

Write short notes on the following in about [50 words each} 

1a. pit-dwellers of Kashmir. 

Answer should focus on Neolithic cultures of India focusing on its specific features. 
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1b. Varna and Buddhism 

 

Test series – 5 

Q) Varna ashram 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

            

     



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

1c. Dharma versus Religion 

• After Explaining about Dharma, you have to mention that Dharma in secular sense, 

• Than write about Religion its Durkheim definition etc. 
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1d. Safeguards for linguistic minorities in India 

Test series – 6 

Q) Critically evaluate the problems faced by the religious and linguistic minorities in India at 

present and highlight the constitutional provisions given to them to protect their rights?  

 

AFC June – Test 5 

Q) Write the meaning of minorities? and write about the Problems faced by the linguistic 

and religious minorities and their socio-economic and political status. 
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1e. Westernisation and Modernisation 

Test Series -6 

Q) Critically elaborate on the role played by the various exogenous processes of socio-

cultural changes that brought the changes in the life of the people?  
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2a. Illustrate the contribution of Irawati Karve to Indian Anthropology. Make a special 

mention of her literary contribution. 

Test series -1 

Q) Elaborate on the main contribution given by the Irawati Karve’s study on the Kinship 

Organization in India? And how did her contribution give light to feminism in India? 

 

Test Series – 5 

Q) Irawati Karve 

 

Test Series – 14  

Q) Critically elaborate on the contribution of Iravati Karve and G.S Guha to the analysis of 

race and caste in India in the present scenario? 

 

Test Series – 12 

Q) Iravati karve contribution to kinship 
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2b. What are the arguments for excluding Narmada Man from Homo erectus category? 

 

Test series – 10 

Q) Critically Evaluate the debate related to the evolutionary significance of the fossil found 

in the Narmada basin 
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2c. Critically describe Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s argument on the origin of the Indian caste 

system. 

Test series – 14 

Q) What has been the impact of religious minorities on the emancipation of Schedule Castes 

in India and critically evaluate their role in the upliftment of the schedule caste in India? 

View of Ambedkar on origin of Caste? 
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3a. Make a critical appraisal of Megalithic tradition in India with special reference to North-

East India. 

• Write everything about Megalithic tradition and its evidences from North East India 

with Site names. 
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3b. Assess the contributions of S. C. Dube in Indian village studies. 

Test series – 5 

Q) Discuss contributions of S.C.Dube towards understanding of the Indian village? 

AFC June – Test 5 

Q) Write about the significance of the village study in India with special reference to the 

contributions of S. C. Dube and M. N. Srinivas.   
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3c. Describe the methods adopted by Sir Herbert Hope Risley in classifying Indian 

populations, What are the criticisms against Risley’s classification? 

Test Series – 14 

Q) Write in detail about the ethnic and linguistic elements in the Indian populations and 

their distributions given by the special reference to Risley and A. C. Haddon? 
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4a. “Globalization, on one hand, has provided opportunities and on the other hand thrown 

challenges to Indian villages.” Elucidate.  

Test series -2 

Q) Elaborate on the emergence of globalization impacted the indigenous economic system 

in primitive society? critically evaluate. 
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4b. Describe briefly the proto-history of Gujarat. Discuss the significance of Gujarat’s proto-

history in international trade. 

Test Series – 12  

Q) ) Elaborate on the different cultural evolution stages in India with special reference to the 

Mesolithic culture found in Langhnaj (Gujarat) and Bagor in Rajasthan with tool culture 

associated with the given places.  
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4c. Critically examine ‘Indigenization of Christianity’ in India.  

Test Series -5 

Q) Write about the impact of Islam and Christianity on Indian Society?  

Test Series- 7 

Q) Discuss the impact of Hinduism and Christianity on the status of Tribal women in Central 

India.  

Test Series- 12 

Q) Discuss the impact of Islam and Christianity on the status of Tribal women in Central 

India 

AFC June – Test 4 

Q) Discuss the impact of Hinduism and Christianity on the status of Tribal women in Central 

India 

AFC June – Test 6 

Q) Evaluate the impact of Islam and Christianity on Indian women’s position in society 
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SECTION—B 

5. Write short notes on the following in about 150 words each  

5a. Regionalism as an opportunity and threat to national integration 

Test series -7 

Q) Throw the light on the issues related to ethnicity and the issue of national Integration in 

India with suitable examples  

Test series- 14 

Q) Discuss ethnicity and the issues of national Integration  

AFC June –Test 3 

Q) Define the concept of “ethnic identity”? discuss how it is emerging in the context of tribal 

unrest in some regions of the country  

AFC June – Test 4 

Q) Throw the light on the issues related to ethnicity and the issue of national Integration in 

India with suitable examples? 
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5b. Issues of tribal agricultural laborers 

 

Test series -14 

Q) Socio-economic characteristics of Shifting cultivators 
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5c.Major problems of nomadic and semi-nomadic groups 
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5d. Role of the Governor in the Fifth Schedule areas 

Test Series – 7  

Q) Critically elaborate on the given statement “Fifth Schedule and Sixth Schedule of the 

constitution are built on the foundations laid by the colonial Government” Comment  

AFC June – Test 4 

Q) Critically elaborate on the given statement “Fifth Schedule and Sixth Schedule of the 

constitution are built on the foundations laid by the colonial Government” Comment. 
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5e.Austroasiatic languages 

Test Series – 5 

Q) Write short notes on Austro Asiatic linguistic groups in India? 
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6a. Discuss the objectives of Integrated Tribal Development Projects (ITDPs). How far have 

these objectives been achieved? 

Test series -6 

Q) Elaborate on the relevance and significance of Tribal Panchsheel by Jawaharlal Nehru in 

the light of emerging Development practices. Comment in the present scenario.  

Test series – 6 

Q) What do you mean by the displacement? Describe its various impact on the health and 

nutritional status of tribal women in India at present? 

Test series -14 

Q) Tribal displacement problems related to development-related projects . 
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6b. Compare the functioning of traditional ‘Tribal Council’ with that of ‘Gram Sabha’ under 

PESA,  

Test Series – 14 

Q) Role played by Grama Sabha under PESA.  
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6c. Explain how British policies impacted the major resources of the tribals. 

Test series – 7  

Q) Write about the impact of democratic institutions on tribal life and give insight into the 

constitutional provisions for their safeguards? 
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AFC June 2022-test 3 

Q) Discuss the significance and implementation of “Recognition of forest rights act 2006”? 
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7a.Discuss the views of G. S. Ghurye and Verrier Elwin on the approach towards tribal 

populations. What are the policies of the Government of India towards Indian tribal 

populations?  

Test Series – 7  

Q) Write the meaning of Isolation, and assimilation and critically evaluate the debate 

between the context of Isolation, and assimilation debate’ on tribal populations. 

Test series -12 

Q) Critical Analysis of Elwin-Ghurye debate on tribes 

Test Series – 12  

Q) Critically evaluate the given statement “Modernity has entered Indian character and 

society, but it has done so through assimilation, not replacement.” Comment 

AFC June 2022- Test 3 

Q) Elwin ghurye debate on tribes? 

AFC June- Test 4 

Q) Write the meaning of Isolation and assimilation and critically evaluate the debate 

between the context of Isolation and assimilation debate’ on tribal populations. 
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7b. Discuss the issues and solutions related to the Scheduled Caste and the Scheduled Tribe 

populations in India 

Test series – 7 

Q) Discuss the Social disabilities suffered by scheduled castes. And critically evaluate the 

constitutional provisions for safeguarding the interest of the Schedule caste in India 

Test Series -6 

Q) Critically examine the various structural constraints in the education development of 

Scheduled Tribes 

Test series – 12 

Q) Discuss the Social disabilities suffered by scheduled castes. And critically evaluate the 

constitutional provisions for safeguarding the interest of the Schedule caste in India. 

AFC June –test 3 

Q) Discuss the socio-cultural economic and psychological constraints responsible for low 

literacy rate among Indian tribes? 

Q) Examine the factors responsible for exploitation of scheduled castes in India? 
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Q) Critically examine the merits and demerits of reservation policies for SC ST and OBC’s? 

AFC June –Test 3 

Q) Discuss the Social disabilities suffered by scheduled castes. And critically evaluate the 

constitutional provisions for safeguarding the interest of the Schedule caste in India. 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

7c. Explain the social and religious consequences of contact between tribal and non-tribal 

populations. 

Test series -6 

Q) Elements of little and great traditions do not remain constant it moves downward and 

upward. Substantiate your answer with suitable examples with the present relevance in 

mainstream society. 

Test Series – 12 

Q) Elaborate the given statement with present relevance and significance “Little and Great 

traditions act as the vehicle for social change among the present generation”? 

Test Series -14 

Q) Critique of the concept of Great and Little Tradition   
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8a. Compare the nature of tribal movements between North-East and Central India. Briefly 

mention the current status of existing tribal movements in these areas 

Test series – 14  

Q) The tribal movements have transformed in their form since colonial times. Elaborate 
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8b. Briefly describe the anthropological perspective on development. How have 

anthropologists contributed in India’s rural development? 

Test series -7  

Q) Elaborate on how anthropological knowledge and methods are useful in planning for 

tribal development 

Test series -12 

Q) Critically elaborate how anthropological knowledge and methods are useful in tribal 

development. 

AFC June- Test 4 

Q) Elaborate on how anthropological knowledge and methods are useful in planning for 

tribal development. 
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8c.How can a balance be struck between livelihood concern and environmental degradation 

in the contest of shifting cultivation? 

Test series -14 

Q) Socio-economic characteristics of Shifting cultivators  
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