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2022 ANTHROPOLOGY PAPER 1 QUESTIONS ARE DIRECTLY FROM OUR CLASS NOTES & 

MODEL ANSWERS 

1. Write notes on the following in about 150 words each 

• 1a. Debate between formalist and substantivist approaches 

• Test Series- 2 

• Q) Write the meaning and scope of economic anthropology in various fields? And 

substantiate your view on the debate between the formalist and substantive in the 

present context.  

• AFC June 2022-Test 7 

• Q) Critically examine the Formalists’ & Substantivists views on the applicability of 

Economic laws in the study of Primitive societies? 
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1b. Mesolithic rock art in the Indian subcontinent  

 

Test Series -10 

Q) Describe the cultural evolution of India with special reference to the characteristic 

features of the Mesolithic culture in India with the tool culture and rock art found in the 

different archaeological sites? 
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1c. Radcliffe-Brown’s ideas on status, role, and institution 

Test Series – 4 

Q) What are the major features that Separate the Cultural Functionalism of Malinowski from 

that of the Structural Functionalism of R.C Brown? 

 

AFC June 2022- Test 1 

Q) What Are the Contributions of RC Brown In Understanding Structural Functionalism 

 

AFC June 2022- Test 2 

Q) What are the major features that Separate the Cultural Functionalism of Malinowski from 

that of the Structural Functionalism of R.C Brown? 

 

AFC June 2022- Test 7 

Q) Explain the concept of ‘status’ and ‘role’ in anthropology. What is the significance of 

Status and Role? 
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1d. Pedigree analysis in genetic counselling 

 

Test series-9 

Q) Critically substantiate the significance of screening and counseling for genetic disorders.  
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PEDIGREE ANALYSIS 

INTRODUCTION : pedigree analysis is first suggested by GALTON. 

• Pedigree analysis is the study of inheritance of traits which shows regular 

transmission from one generation to other in a family 

• PEDIGREE is to establish the pattern of inheritance of diseases in particular by 

studying family history. 

• In pedigree analysis MALES are represented by SQUARE 

• FEMALES are represented by CIRCLE. 

• MALES - 
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• FEMALES  

There are 23 pairs of chromosomes in which 22pairs are autosomal chromosomes and 1 pair 

is sex chromosomal pair or gender notifying chromosomal pair (XX-FEMALE;XY-MALE) 

Test series- 4 

Q1) Genealogical method. 
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1e. Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) and Participatory Learning and Action (PLA) 

 

AFC June 2022 – Test 2 

Q) Participatory appraisal methods 
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2a. “Anthropology is the systematic, objective and holistic study of humankind in times and 

places”. Elaborate on the argument.  

Test Series – 8 

Q) Write a brief note on the meaning, nature, and scope of anthropology in various fields? 

And critically examine the development and role of anthropology in contemporary societies 

with suitable evidence.  

Test series -11 

Q) What do you mean by Anthropology? Give a brief note about the major branches of 

Anthropology and elaborate in detail with special reference to archaeological anthropology.  
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Test series – 13 

Q) Development of Anthropology in the recent times 
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2b. Discuss different forms of primate social organization. 

Test series -8 

Q) Write the meaning of the Phylogenetic status and critically evaluate the skeletal changes 

that occurred due to erect posture and write about its limitations 

Q) Write about the comparative anatomy of Man and apes and discuss their evolutionary 

significance in the present context 

Test Series - 11 

Q) Write the meaning of the Primatology and Critically elaborate Role and scope of 

Primatology in Anthropological studies 
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Test Series – 13 

Q) Write the meaning and significance of the erect posture and give a brief note on the 

evolutionary significance of bipedalism and erect posture  
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2c. Discuss with suitable examples the typo-technological problems in the Indian paleolithic 

industry with reference to environmental hypotheses.  

 

Test Series – 8 

Q) Discuss briefly the major traditions in the upper Palaeolithic culture of Europe.  

 

Test series -13  

Q) Tool culture of the Palaeolithic period in the world  
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3a. Discuss how the rules of descent contradict the principles of residence in a matrilineal 

society, mentioning suitable examples. 

Test series- 1 

Q) Write the meaning and significance of the descent? And write about the various forms of 

descent groups in the simple society at the present. 

Test series- 13 

Q) Relevance and significance of Matrilineal society in India in a few selected states 

AFC June 2022- Test 7 
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Q) Matrilineal society  
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3b. Enumerate the evidence of animal domestication in the Indian microlithic industry. 

MESOLITHIC IN INDIA(10000-4000BC) 

• The Mesolithic age in India is believed to be  10,000-4000BC 

• It is a combination of tools of upper paleolithic with  advanced tools made of 

pressure flaking. 

• The first finds of Mesolithic tools in India were from  Vindhyan region. It is 

discovered by carlyne in 1868. 

• The first comprehensive and scientific study of  Mesolithic sites in India was by 

H.D.Sankalia who  focused on Gujarat and Rajasthan sites. 

• Mesolithic sites in Indi.a are classified into: 

• Early sites 

• Recent sites. 

• The early sites have been studied in 18,19 and  20th century. 

• The recent sites have been studied in 21st  century i.e after 2000. 

Early sites 

• Langnaj---Gujarat by sankalia 

• Bhimbetka and Adamgarh----madhya pradesh  by sankalia. 

• Cauvery river basin---tamilnadu 

• Bagar ----rajasthan by B.N.mishra 

• Sarai nahar rai---uttarpradesh 

Recent sites 

• Mirzapur, U.P by R.K verma. 

• Bidar, K.K by H.D.Sankalia. 

• Chambal valley by joshi and khare 

• Langnaj –gujarat by sankalia: the bone tools were  found in mesolithic age. The bone 

tools were made up  of rhinocerous bones. 

• This site also provided geometric variety of microliths. 

• Langnaj also provided human fossils with grave tools.  This confirmed burial practices 

of magico-religiousbeliefs. 
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Recent sites 

• Mirzapur, U.P by R.K verma. 

• Bidar, K.K by H.D.Sankalia. 

• Chambal valley by joshi and khare 

• Langnaj –gujarat by sankalia: the bone tools were  found in mesolithic age. The bone 

tools were made up  of rhinocerous bones. 

• This site also provided geometric variety of microliths. 

• Langnaj also provided human fossils with grave tools.  This confirmed burial practices 

of magico-religiousbeliefs. 

Bhimbetka, MP by Sankalia: this site provided evidences of cave-livin.g with entrance of the  

cave having artificial barrier (wind breaks) that  are hanging from the sealing to protect 

himself  from environmental stresses. 

• Adamgarh: the Mesolithic site with Mesolithic  tendency i.e having an evidence of 

domestication  of animals. 

• In recent sites, the evidences are less in number.  At Bidar, geometric and non-

geometric  microliths are found where as mirzapur and  chambal valley produced 

perfect geometric  tools. 

Conclusion 

• This Mesolithic age stayed for a less time in  the geological time scale but it is more  

significant because it acted as a vehicle from  paleolithic to the neolithic age. 
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3c. Should we still distinguish between classic’ and ‘progressive’ Neanderthals? ‘ Discuss the 

controversy, surrounding Neanderthal’s position in human evolution.  

Test Series – 8 

Q) Critically discuss the statement “Europeans are closer to Neanderthals” and elaborate in 

view of the African origin of humankind 
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3c. Should we still distinguish between classic’ and ‘progressive’ Neanderthals? ‘ Discuss the 

controversy, surrounding Neanderthal’s position in human evolution.  

Test Series – 8 

Q) Critically discuss the statement “Europeans are closer to Neanderthals” and elaborate in 

view of the African origin of humankind 
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4a. Why Heath Carter used anthropometric measurements instead of photographs of an 

individual to assess the somatotype? Elaborate on their method. 

Test series -10  

Q) What do you mean by Anthropometric somatotype? Describe in detail heath &Carter’s 

method of somatotype with present relevance and significance. 
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Test series -11 

Q) Define Somatotype? Describe the salient features of somatotype. Write its present 

relevance and significance with the various Growth methodologies involved in it.   

 

Test series -13 

Q) What is an Anthropometric Somatotype? Critically elaborate its significance and 

challenges of Heath & Carter’s method of Somatotyping in the present context 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

4b. Discus the historical and cultural contexts that led to superseding ethnocentrism with 

cultural relativism in anthropology.  

Test series-1 

Q) Define “cultural relativity” in its weak, intermediate, and strong forms. why is 

understanding cultural relativity important in the objective study of cultures throughout the 

world?  

Q) Write the differences between Ethnocentrism vis-à-vis Cultural relativism with suitable 

examples? 

Test Series – 4 

Q) Franz boas and cultural relativism 

AFC June 2022-Test 7 

Q) Cultural Relativism  

AFC June 2022- Test 7 

Q) What is Culture Relativism? Why the concept of Culture Relativism has been so dear to 

anthropology? (20 marks)  
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4c. Critically examine various anthropological interpretations of the Kula Ring. 

Test Series - 3 

Q) What do you mean by economic anthropology and write about the contribution of 

Malinowski to the ceremonial exchange with suitable examples?  

 

Test  Series – 2 

Q) What do you mean by Gift Exchange and Ceremonial Exchange in the market economy? 

 

Test Series – 4 

Q) Ceremonial Exchange 
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Test Series – 11 

Q) Ceremonial exchange types and significance 

 

AFC June 2022 – Test 2 

Q) Ceremonial Exchange 

 

AFC June 2022- Test 7 

Q) Ceremonial Exchange  
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SECTION “B” 

5. Write notes on the following in about 150 words each 

5a. Balanced and transient genetic polymorphism. 
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GENETICAL POLYMORPHISM: 

• Phenotypic variations between individuals of a population and among various 

population is a universal phenomenon. 

• The reasons are : 

1. Genetical variations 

2. Environmental variations 

3. Interaction between genotype and environment 

• Genetic polymorphism is defined as presence of several distinct forms of a gene 

within a population with frequency greater than 1% i.e., distinct forms of genes 

cannot be maintained by mutations. 

• The occurrence of 2 or more genetically determined forms of population is because 

of selection. If a trait frequency is more than 1% then it is sure that some selection is 

involved but the frequency is less than 1% then it is mutation. 

• . discontinuous genetic traits are said to be polymorphic 

where as those lacking such individuals are mono- morphic. 

EXAMPLE: PTC phenylthio carbamide – which works as tasters and non-tasters to determine 

genetic polymorphism. This PTC will prove that population are genetically polymorphic. 

There are THREE TYPES of polymorphism: 

1. Permanent polymorphism 

2. Transient polymorphism 

3. Balanced polymorphism 

• Permanent polymorphism: Several characters in the population more or lessperm. anently 

polymorphic. Ex: ABO Blood Groups. 

• Balanced polymorphism: certain traits in a polymorphic population ,if in heterozygous 

then it shows superiority 

• EXAMPLE of heterozygous condition: In this condition, sickle cell trait will be developed 

but not sickle cell disease which helps in resisting malaria 
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Transient polymorphism: They shift their population in the direction of environmental 

change due to environmental demands. 

examples: Industrial melanism in a moth 

Anti-biotic resistance of bacteria to certain drugs. 

• CONCLUSION: Polymorphism 

provides a population with 

alternative set of traits. In stable 

environment, it has little 

significance but under changing 

environmental conditions, 

population with polymorphic 

traits can explore adaptative 

success. 

 

Polymorphism provides a 
population with alternative 
set of traits. In stable 
environment, it has little 
significance but under 
changing environmental 
conditions, population with 
polymorphic traits can 
explore adaptative success. 
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5b. Genetic imprinting in human diseases. 
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. 

• Genetic imprinting or Genome imprinting is a condition in which  males or females 

stamp their genes with their marking. So that a  gene for the same character trait 

from female behave differently  with that of male, male behave differently with that 

of female. 

• It is useful in identifying genes in the offspring either of paternal  origin or maternal 

origin. 

• Mendel gave “principle of equivalence” when tall and dwarf  plants are crossed, it 

makes no difference here that which of the  parents is male or female, here the 

dominant trait is important, no  consideration for sex. 

• Genomic imprinting is exception to the law of principle  of equivalence, during its 

passage from male and  female parents, the autosomes and sex chromosomes  are 

stampede differently, so that they bear the marking  from which of the parents they 

originated. 

• Much of the autosomes are from two parents which  are almost similar but 

behaviorally they differ in the  expression. 

• Eg: Huntington chorea- Autosomal dominant, source of  this gene for offspring can 

be both paternal or  maternal, symptoms will be same, but time of initiation  and 

severity will be different it depends on male or 

Characteristics of Genetic Imprinting 

• Imprinted genomes express differently  a)different magnitude of expression 

b) different in time of their expression 

• G.I is species specific, imprinting of genes vary from  species to species. 

• G.I is not a rule, this phenomenon is discovered only in  some male and SOME female 

genes. A majority of the  genes are unprinted. 

• Ex: a)PRADER WILLI SYNDROME-DEVELOPMENT DELAY,  obesity DERIVED FROM 

PATERNAL.(paternal deletion of  chromosome-15) 

b)ANGEL MAN SYNDROME-MENTAL RETARDATION, 

Inappropriate laughing. DERIVED FROM MATERNAL 

.(Maternal deletion of chromosome-15). 
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5c. Stages of human prenatal development. 
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5d. Shaman, sorcerer, and medicine man. 

Test Series – 2 

Q) Critically evaluate the role of priest, shaman, and medicine man in the simple society. 

Write its present relevance and significance. 

Test series – 11 

Q) Magico-religious practitioners 
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5e. Household and domestic group 
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6a. Discuss the mechanism of social control in different kinds of political systems.  

 

Test Series – 2 

Q ) What do you mean by political organization and how do they maintain the law and order 

in the primitive simple and modern mainstream society?  

 

Test Series – 11 

Q) Write the types of political organization that maintained law and order in the simple 

society in the present scenario and critically evaluate how it prevails in the society to 

maintain law and order?  

 

AFC June 2022-Test 7 

Q) Explain the meaning and scope of political anthropology. Describe how law and justice 

are maintained in simpler societies. 
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6b. What is meant by health? Is the burden of lifestyle diseases on the rise? Justify your 

answer with suitable examples. 

Test Series – 8 

Q) Write the meaning of Epidemiological anthropology and throw light on its scope during 

the context of covid 19 and examine its critical relationship with anthropology. 

Test Series – 9 

Q) Write the meaning of Epidemiological Anthropology and Describe the scope of 

Epidemiological Anthropology during the covid 19 and its critical role played.  
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6c. Critically evaluate the reasons for the reduction in age at menarche in human females 

over successive generations 

Test Series -10 

Q) Discuss the Biological & Socio-Ecological factors influencing fertility, fecundity, and 

mortality in the present generation and measures followed by the medical professional in 

resolving the issues 

Test Series -11 

Q) Discuss the Biological & Socio-Ecological factors influencing fertility, fecundity, and 

mortality in the present generation with suitable measures to control it 

Test Series -13 

Q) Discuss the bio-cultural factors influencing fertility in light of the relationship between 

fecundity and fertility. 
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7a. Discuss the role of evolutionary forces in creating human diversity. 

Test Series – 8 

Q) Write a brief outline on the concepts of evolutionary biology like Cope’s rule, Doll’s rule, 

and Gauss rule?  

Q)Write a brief note on Darwin’s theory of evolution in understanding Evolution and 

critically substantiate it with suitable examples.  

Test Series – 9 

Q) Do Allen’s rule and Bergmann’s rule hold for human populations? Implications of 

mutation in evolution with suitable examples and highlight their critical role in evolution? 

Q ) Critically elaborate on the Mendelian principles and their application to human 

populations in the present context. 

Test series – 11 

Q) Critically examine Darwin’s theory of evolution in understanding Evolution with suitable 

examples.” 

Test series -13 

Q) What is Organic Evolution & Write about the theories of organic evolution and critically 

analyze the theory in the present context. 

Q) Give brief insight into Mendel’s laws of inheritance in studying the human populations 

and highlight its implications and application in recent advancements in human genetics and 

human cytogenetics. 

 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

  



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

 

 



WWW.VISHNUIAS.COM 

UPSC| TSPSC|PRELIMS, MAINS |UPSC Optional ANTHROPOLOGY | Vishnu IAS Academy 

 

7b. Write the historical development of fieldwork tradition in anthropology till recent times. 

Test Series – 4 

Q) Write a note on the evolution of anthropological fieldwork tradition evolved through the 

various stages? 

Q) Evolution of fieldwork tradition in India 

 

Test series – 11 

Q) Evolution of Fieldwork tradition in Anthropology 

 

Test series – 13 

Q) Discuss the contributions of fieldwork in the development of anthropological concepts 

and theories 

 

AFC June 2022- Test 2 

Q)Write a note on the evolution of anthropological fieldwork tradition evolved through the 

various stages? 

 

AFC June –Test 2 

Q) Evolution of fieldwork tradition in India  
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7c. Discuss the approaches of Leslie White, Julian Steward, and Marshall Sahlins in the light 

of cultural evolution. 

AFC June 2022- Test 2 

Q) Write about the concept of Neo evolutionism? 
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8a. Discuss the contemporary population problems in light of various socio-cultural 

demographic theories. 
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8b. What do you understand by blood group systems? How is the HLA system different from 

those based on red cell antigens? 
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8c. Discuss how anthropological knowledge of the human body may be used in designing 

equipment and articles of human use. 

 

Test series – 10 

Q) What do you mean by Kinanthropometry? Critically evaluate the role of anthropology in 

selecting and monitoring Sports persons and highlight the different methods they used.  

Q) What do you mean by Applied Anthropology? And Discuss The applications and 

limitations of anthropometry in designing Défense and other types of equipment in the 

present technological advancement generations. 
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Test series- 13 

Q) Write the meaning of Kinanthropometry and Critically substantiate the role of 

Anthropology in selecting and monitoring Sports persons  
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