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International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 

 

 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC) 

• It is a multi-modal transportation established on 12th September 2000 in St. 

Petersburg, by Iran, Russia and India for the purpose of promoting transportation 

cooperation among the Member States. 

• The INSTC was expanded to include eleven new members, namely: the Republic of 

Azerbaijan, Republic of Armenia, Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, 

Republic of Tajikistan, Republic of Turkey, Republic of Ukraine, Republic of Belarus, 

Oman, Syria, Bulgaria (Observer). 

• It envisions a 7,200-km-long multi-mode network of ship, rail and road route for 

transporting freight, aimed at reducing the carriage cost between India and Russia by 

about 30% and bringing down the transit time from 40 days by more than half. 

• This corridor connects India Ocean and the Persian Gulf to the Caspian Sea via the 

Islamic Republic of Iran and then is connected to St. Petersburg and North Europe via 

the Russian Federation. 

Significance of the corridor: 

1. Conceived well before China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), INSTC will not only 

help cut down on costs and time taken for transfer of goods from India to Russia and 
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 Europe via Iran but also provide an alternative connectivity initiative to countries in 

the Eurasian region. 

2. This will also synchronize with the Ashgabat agreement, a Multimodal transport 

agreement signed by India, Oman, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan, 

for creating an international transport and transit corridor facilitating transportation of 

goods between Central Asia and the Persian Gulf. 
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