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IPFT puts pet Tipraland demand on the backburner

What is Greater Tipraland?

‘Greater Tipraland” is essentially an extension of the ruling
tribal partner Indigenous Peoples Front of Tripura -
IPFT’s demand of Tipraland, which sought a separate
state for tribals of Tripura.

The new demand seeks to include every tribal person
living in indigenous area or village outside the Tripura

Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council (TTAADC)
under the proposed model.

However, the idea doesn’t restrict to simply the Tripura
tribal council areas, but seeks to include ‘Tiprasa” of




Tripuris spread across different states of India like Assam,
Mizoram etc. as well, even those living in Bandarban,
Chittagong, Khagrachari and other bordering areas of
neighbouring Bangladesh.

For the first time since its inception, the Indigenous
Peoples Front of Tripura (IPFT) is not focusing on its pet
Tipraland demand in the campaign for the elections to the
Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council. The
regional party, which had created a sentiment among the
tribal masses with Tipraland (separate state for
indigenous people) and other contentious issues, is now
speaking words of harmony and need of bonding among
the communities.

The changes in the IPFT’s style of politics came after it
backed out from an electoral understanding with the
TIPRA (Tipraha Indigenous People’s Regional Alliance)
last month and was compelled to tie up with the BJP — its
senior ally in the State’s coalition government.

Minister and IPFT general secretary Mevar Kumar Jamatia
launched a verbal attack against TIPRA founder Pradyot
Kishore Debbarman for allegedly trying to fan trouble in
the hills. “He [Mr. Pradyot] has been instigating people
with his ‘Greater Tipraland” demand,” he said at an
election rally at Ampura in Khowai district. Mr. Jamatia,
IPFT leaders and the party candidates are not raising the
‘Tipraland” demand.




